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TO THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE ANNE, LL A. 


DY WainTvvoORTH,in- 
creale of all true honour and 
happineſſe, &c. 

+ 
+ * 


Ight Honourable, may it pleaſe 
you to take in good worth my 
JI] bold attempt, in preſuming to 
757] recommend vnto your fauoura- 
A! ble patronagethele Sermos fol- - 
Sz2) lowing. Your honours vndeſer- 
| uedreſpetof me, made me de- 
ſirous toteftifie my vntained thanktulneſſe: which 
I could not imagine how with greater conueni- 
encic to expreſſe and manifeſt, then by taking 
hold of this prefent occaſion, eſpecially confide- 
ring that your conſtant and more then ordinarie 
pains-raking to heare ſuch holy inſtructions, is a 
ſufficientargument to cuince your loueand liking 
of the matter therein compriſed : and your good 
regard of the authors (well knowne vnto me) 
gaue me »ccaſion to thinke that their Jabours, in 
this ſort offering themſclues vnto your Lets 
4 e 
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be no leſſ= welcome thin formerly they haue 
beene, being in anoth*r mannerpreſented ynto 
your care. 

Concerning the Tra@ of Zeale annexed to 
theſe Sermons, it 1s a colleion of diuers rules 
which I heard & read touching that ſubieR, prin- 
cipally of ſuch as were ſcattered heere and there 
in Maiſter R. Greenhams Workes : which being 
exceeding viefull,l thought good to gather them 
into one (with an addition of ſundric p: ooſes of 
Scripture) tor the caſe and helpe of thoſe thatare 
well afteccd,cſpecially of ſuch whoſeabilitie will 
notreach to the price of that great volume of M, 
Greenhamslabouts. 

And thus humbly beſeeching your Honourto 
pardon'my boldneſle, and to beare with my ma- 
nifold deiefts which ſhall be found in the pen- 

' Ningoftheſe Sermons, I recommend you tothe 
gratious proteRion of the Almightie. 


.v 9 
Your Honours 
according to my pooreabilitie 


readic tobe commanded, 


loun WinsToN. 


Sy 


THE POINTS OF 


DOCTRINE HANDLED 
IN THE Sz x woNsS 


following. 
SERMON TI. 
DOCT. I. 
XN Hefirſt fteppe ta true aud ſornd repen- 


( tance, #5, to be wounded and diſquicted 
in our hearts for ſiane. 

2 Lawfullthings muſt be done law- 

F1 fully,and good things in a good manner. 

JEZ= 3 Wuh conf+ſſion of finne, muſl be 

Rs | ozncd earneſt requeſ! sſor pardonthere= 


cf. 
4 The more ſimul any one is,the more fooliſh he ts. 
5 It is a wonderfull har d thing, to take downe the pride 


of mans heart. | 
The m2ore ſpeedily we indge our ſeltes, the more merci- 
fully the Lord will deale with ws. 


SERMON IL 
DOCT. I. 


Ine brings men into maruellowus ſtraits. 
2. Gods ſernants neuer find jo preat fanonr as with 
God himſclfes 3 God 


3 God maketh his indgements, ſutable to our ſinnex. 
4 When God ſets inwith his tndgements they ſhall be farre 


&:fþerſed tn a ſhort time. 
5 As God appointeth indgements to be inflifted on his 


people, ſo he himſelfe will ſee execution done, 
6 A good man will lay a greater burden on himſclfe they 


ou another. 


SERMONIII, 
DOCT.I. 


' A Lthough humane helps andearthly friends do faile Gods- 
- Apeople, yet they are not helpeleſſe,nor hopeleſſe. 


2 No outward thing comes neerer the hearts of Goas chil- 
aren,then the decay of gaod men. 
3 Deceufull friends ,are worſe then open foes. 


SERMON IIIIL. 
DOCT. I. 


T He more 5kilfully and artificially any contrines h1s ill par-. 
poſes, the more fearefull deſtruftion ſhallfall upon him, 
2 The more wicked men boaſt of their miſchienous intents, \ 
the neerer miſchiefe ts unto them, 
3 Nomanhath the rojaltiz of his owne tongue,nor the or- 
dering of his owne ſpeech. 


FINIS, 
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2. SAMVEL. 24, 10. rl, 12. 


Verſe 10. Then Danids heart ſmote him after that hee 
had ntmbred the people : and Dauid [aide wnto the Lord, I 
hane ſinned exceedin;ly in that I haue doxge : therefore now 
Lord I beſeech thee , take away the trefþaſſe of thy ſernant, 
for Thane done very fooly/bly. 

11. AndwhenDauid was vpin the Br nng , the ward 
of the Lord cane vnto the Prophet Gad,cc. 


Q, N theſe words is (et foorth the re- 
>} | pentahce of Daxid , for his ſinne 
committed in numbring the peo- 
@ Q#!\ ple, wherin the holy Prophet ſhew- 

? Q[cth: 1, What mcanes hee vicd to 

bereconciled vnto God, Namely; 

1, Firſt, that he was touched with 
inward remorſe and hearty griefe for 
his offence: [Then Daxids heart /xmote him after that hee 
bad nymbred the people.) 

2 Secondly, thathe made a particularand very car- 
neſt confeſfion of his fault : ] 7 hawe ſinned exceedingly, 
in that I hae done. 

3 Thirdly, that hauing bewayled and acknowled- 
ged his ſianehe inflantly craucd pardon for the ſame: 
[ therefore now Lord I beſeech thee, takg away the treſpaſſe 


of thy ſer#ant,e&5c: as if he ſhould hauc (aid,l haue ſinned 
B veric 


Yerſe.10, 


repentance, 


Toel.2.13. 
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very hainouſlie,l cannot denie it yetT am thy ſcruanty 
and one of thy familie, and therefore Lord calt me not 


.off for one fault,but take notice of my ſorrow, and par- 


don my finne : fer / have dealt veris fooliſhly. 

2 Sccondly,ne declareth what meanes the Lord. 
ſed to make him fit for reconciliation : w4z ; that hee 
ſent vnto him the Prophet Gad, a worthy man of God, 
& Danids Seer, whohead bene ready from time to time 
to lay open the will of God vnto him,and in that regard 
was more rcuerend in his cycs, and hee threatneth and 
dencticeth iudgement againſt him,that ſecing his heart 
had beene lifted vp with pride, in regard of the multi. 
tude and ftrength of his people,God would mecte with 
him in bis owne finne,and make his puniſtmertto be 
ſutcable to his faQt: and ſeeing he begun to be humbled 
for it alrcadie, and yet needed lil] further kunalration, 
he telleth himythat [the ſnd, or the femine, cr th cp ef 
Jence muſt purſue his ſubicRs, and wake worde: full 
hauocke among them,and the fore bidecth jm make 
his choice which of them hce would haue to come vp- 
ontheland: for one of them hee mult reedes vnder- 
oe, to further him in the worke of humiliation, as alſo 
to bring the whole Church vnto the like,who then had 
incenſed the Lords anger againſt them, 

Then Danids heart ſravte him ] 1n that ſetting dowre 
the repentancce of Dazi4,the holy Gholttaketh notice 
of this in the firſt place,that[h5 heart ſmote himthe Do- 
Arine is, that, 

The firſt ſtep to true and ſound repentance is to bee 


Sonn1 ſorrow Woundedand diſquicted in our hearts for tinne, votill 
the firft ſtepto our ſoules bee pierced, and as it were ſtrucke through 


with thefecling of our corruptions, and of Gods dif- 
plcaſure,duevntovs for the ſame , wee hauc not made 
any entrance intothe wayes of godlineiſe,nor lid the 
veric foundation of the works of conuerlion , thcrfore 


the Prophet /o/ cxhorting the //aclitesto repentance, 
biddeth 
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biddeth them , rexr their hearts: that is, the firſt (fone 

that muſt be laid in this building : their hearts mult bee 
cruſhed and broken , for the wickednelle committed a- Nte, 
eain{t the Maicſtic of God; till then there is no turning 

vnco him ; one may as well bid a priſoner that is in 
ſtrong hold, and hath bolts and fetters vpon his heeles, 

walke abroade and take the freſh aire, and not remaine 

any longer in that darke & loathſome dungeon, as bid 

one that hath not his heart cruſhed & humbled to turne 

vnto the Lord: alas heis held faſt in the chaines of Sa- 

than, and cannot ſtirre one foote to God-ward ; there- 

fore is it noted in thoſe conuerts, AF. 2, z7. that They Adts.2: 
were pricked in their hearts] when they began the worke 

of repentance, the rebukes of GoJ had wakened their 
drowlic conſciences , ſo that they ſaw their ſinnes and 

Gods vengeance due vato them,and the words of Perer pg as, 
had gone through their hearts, cucn as a two edged 
ſword,and then they were fitto bee ſoundly healed and 
comforted,when they had beene picrced, andthrough- 

ly wounded by the Arrowes of God. 

r Firſt,til] the heart hee broken for linne, there can Reaſons. 
be no plaine confeſſion of finne,and thertore no repen- 
tance. Mcnnaturally arc like wille Aſſe-Colts,nothing 
will worke vpon them, nor bring them vnto any good 
frameor order ; though they heare often ofthceir faults, 
they will notacknowledgetthem,but be (till vnruly and 
vntamed,as Paul was before his conuerſion ſolong as 
he was heart-whole in his owne conceit, though he had 
heard ma'1v excellent Sermons(no doubt,) yet hee was 
Iikc a healt (i[l,neuer bewailing norconfeſſing his grie- Rm,z. 
uous offences, til{the Lord had taken him downe, and AR. 9. 
throughtly maſteredhim, 

2 Nay further, menare ſo farre from-taking paines 
to come to a true acknowledgment of their iniquities, 
tillſuch time as there is a breach made into their h-arts 
by godly ſorrow ,they doe not ſo muchas deſire ro be 

N B 2 deli- 


rob.,lr. 


2 


Math. 5.4.6. 


Luke.6. 
Reucl, 6+ I 6. 


Pet 
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deliuered from them,nor make any reckoning of Gods 
mercy for the pardoning of them:till ſuch time as they 
become morrners for ſinne, they cannot pollibly hun- 
gcr and thirſt after rightcouſnes. And indeed what rea- 
{on isthere that they ſhould cſteeme of that medicine 
which will cure, when they doc not feele themſclucs to 
be licke? they thinke it a matter worth the looking af- 
tcr, tobe freed from poucrtic, from infamic, from the 
peſtilence,&c.but es for the corruptions of their nature, 
and the (infulnetle of their waies,they were neuer much 
troubled with them, andtherefore they make little ac- 
countto be dceliucred from them. See rhis poynt more at 
lergein 4.Dods Sermon on I/a.t Dott.1. 

Scecing therefore that inward contrition for ſinne is 
the firlt (teptorepentance, and that which killeth the 
roote of linne, and (etteth vsfree from the power and 
dominion of it, and ereQeth in our hearts a throne for 
Chriſt Icſus ;the vſc of this pointis, 

Firlt for reproofe of thoſe that perſwade themſclues, 
and bearc others in hand that they hauec trucly repen- 
ted, and dce continually confeile their faults, and aske 
pardon for them : but what gricfc and paine haue they 
had in their hcarts for their ſinnes ? nay, they thanke 
Gad, they were neucr terrified nor troubled in their 
conſcicnces. Do you thanke God for this? itis in effec 
tothanke him for that you want the firſt and principall 
note of true conuerlion: if your harts haue neuer beene 
pricked and (lung with the (ſenſe of your vileneile and 
wretchednelleit is becauſe you are (en(clelle : for there 
is cauſe ſuthcient why you ſhould be gricued ; and the 
leiſe you hauc had, the more you arc likely to haue, if 
not hecre, yet inthe world tocome, and at that day 
when you ſhall be moſt vnwilling of it. 

Secondly, hecreare tholc to be reprooucd that run 
into farre greater excclle of ſinning than cucr Daxid 
did,breaking forth into grolle andfoule cuils, that cuc- 

zic 
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ric body ſeeth and knoweth, and condemneth, and yce 

they patſe them ouer llightly, ard carclclly, as if they 

were matters of nothing. When Dama did but curoff 
the lap of Saxls coat, his heart [mote him, and was gric- 

ued within him, in that he was ſo neere vnto linne ; 

what then ſhall we thinke of thoſe that doe not cutoff 
the lappe of the coate of an enemie,but are injurious to 
their friends, and crucll againſt their brethren, that 
breake coucnant and promiſe, linneagainſt God, blaſ- 
pheme his name, profane his Sabbaths, and the like, 
and yctnone of all theſe do ſoundly worke vpon them, 
- nor much trouble them ? ſurely ſuch men are nor cf 
Damids ſpitit, and therefore not being broken hearted 
heere, they ſhall be broken and cruſhed in peeceswith 
_ vnſupportable weight of Gods vengeance heere- 
aftcr, 

Thirdly,ſith this inward touch for ſinne is athing lo 774 ;. 
neceifaric, let vs hence lcarneto labourfor it, and to 
keepe tendernes of heart when we hzuec obtained it: for : 
that ſorrow which breaketh the heart, doth withall 
breake the necke of linne: 2nd therefore when the Lord 
doth checke & controle our conſciences,let vs ecſteeme 
it a8a great mercic, 2nd not let ſuch (troakes patle with- 
cut their right vſc,but let vs goc to God and to his chil- 
dren for helpe and direRion, and then that little ſparke 
of the fire of God in our ſoules, being fed & novriſhed, 
will grow in the end toa great flame. Now that outharts 
may be kept alwaics tender & ſenſible of thoſe checks 
which Gods ſpirit giucth vs, let vs vic theſe meanes 
that follow, 

Fir(t, let vs lay vpin our hearts the weapon of God, Mcanesto 
cuenthe ſword of the ſpirit,whereby our hearts may be SO 
wounded, as often as need requireth : for vnregenerate © "_ 
perſons wanting that weapon, will rather defend, then 
ſmite themſclucs when they haue offended, and cuery 
childe of God hath ſomewhat of old Adawin him, in 

B ; which 


Tohn, 15.8. 


Ezeck,z6. 


Jer.3l. 
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which regard he muſt be more carcfull to vſe the ſword 
of theſpirit,tor the picrcing of his heart when any licne 
is committed by him : withall praying for the ſpirit of 
grace which will conuince the conſcience when it is 
guiltie, ſochat it ſhall hauz nothing to lay in dzfenſe of 
it ſclfe, but very much for the condemnation of it (elfe: 

as is cuident Ez,-c.36.27,whereby we may ob(crue,that 
when God hath giuen his ſpirit voto his cle, and (as it 
is in /cremy, 31.33.) withall written his lanes mm their 
hearts,then they ſhall remember ther owne wicked wat-1,and 
their deedes that were not good, and ſhall indge themſclres 

worthy to hawe beere deſtroyed for their iniquitie 5,65 for ther 
abbomivatizs. What is the reaſon they thouly pate ſuch 
a heauic ſentence vpon themlelues ? one would thinke 
they ſhould rather reioyce now, & allow of themſclucs 
and of their workes?lo they doe reioyce at, and ap- 
prouec of themſclues and their workes, {o farre asthey 

arc ſpirituall : but they proclaime war again(t them- 
ſclues and their workes ſo far as cither they arc orhaue 
beene carnall and finfull, and that becauſe the word of 
God, and the ſpirit of God doe beare ſway in their 
hearts : they are at vtter defiance with their pride and 

hypocriſie,andall wretched lults that fight againſt their 

ſoules : being neuer ſo much tormented with thoſe 

linnes, as when they hauc attained to a great ieaſure of 
humilitic, and of linceritic. He that is moſt lowly is c- 
uer moſt vexcd with his pride, and he thar is moſt vp- 
right and truc hearced, is moſt of all croubled with the 

guilefulnes and deceitfulnes of his owne heart, becauſe 

the word and the (pirit working together doe cauſe him 

both moreclerely to ſce, and inore throughly to hate 

thoſe corruptions , than cuer hee did before lic had 

attained to that meaſure of grace. 

Secondly,we muſt noc content ourſelues when once 
we haue gotten the word and ſpirit of God within vs, 
but we mult till ſtrive tokeepe our hearts humble and 

q lowly 2 


o . 
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lowlz: for otherwile we ſhall pot fecle the [trokes of 

the word and {pirit of God z therefore itis ſaid J/ay. 30. 15. zo. 
20 23.) that when the Lord had dicted his people a 
while [ gining themthe bread of adnerſitie, and the water 5f 
«fiction and thereby taken downe the pride and (tub- 
bornenetſc of their hearts, that then [their eares ſhon/d 
kheare a word behind them, (aying, thts 3s the way walke in it, 
e&c.that is when they were thus humbled, as ſoone as c- 
uer they had committed any offence, they ſhould pre- 
ſcatly haue a blow vpon thcir hearts for it, and be tull 
of feare and anguiſh : though no man in the world tell 
them of it, yet the word in their hearts will be like a 
good guide that is (till following alittle child, and tel- 
ling him,this is not theright way,leaue it; there is the 
right way, walke in it: but many hauec hearts peſtered 
with pride, and luſt, and couctouſnetle, and yet goea 
whole moneth, nay, many monethesand yeares toge- 
ther, and neuer feele any rebuke intheir conſciences, 
How comes this to palle that others are full of griete 
and full of teares tor their (linncs, and they are neuer 
troubled for them ?is it beauſc there is greater vpright- 
nes in them, then there is in others ? No ſurely it is be- 
cauſe they hauc a more blind minde,and a more proud 
and (enſcletle hart then others hauc: for the more hur- 
ble any one is,the more often ſhall he heare the voyce 
of the ſpirit, checking him when hce goerh out of the 
way,& moouing him to turne again into the right way, 
Thirdly, we mult eſpecially beware of preſi>tuous 
fins:for if we liue therein our hearts will ceaſe to ſmite 
ve, oratlca(t we ſha]l be ſenſcleile of theſe (trokes: as 
may be ſcene in the caſe ot Dari1: when he had cut off 
tne lap of S-als garment and numbre4 the people 
(which were but infirmitics) forthwith his conſcience 
revuked him,and he was humbled before the Lord:but 
when he hall coramitted aculterie, and murder, cither 
the checkes of his conſcience werenoneat all, or elſe 
they 


2.Sam.1l 3, 
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they were ſo weake, that hee had no ſenſe nor feeling 
thereot : ſo that Nathan was driven to fetch about (as 1t 


. were) andtovſcalitheart that might be, to make him 


ſce his offences, and palle ſentence again(t himſelfe for 
the ſame, Let vs therefore by his example learne to be- 
warc how we preſumptuoully finne againſt our con- 
{cicnces,cſpecially in palpable and grotle offences,lealt 
our mindes being by degrees blinded, and our aftcRi- 
ons,by little and little corrupted,we become in the end 
very blocks and (tones, and hauc our conſciences ſo 
darkened, that they will net accuſe vs, or our hearts (0 
benummed, that they will not be mooued with the 

ſtroakes of God,and with the checks of his holy ſpirit, 
After that he had numbred the pepple.) Heere is his 
ſpeciall (inne,that he numbred his ſubics, which may 
ſceme to be no ſuch great matter,for which God ſhould 
ſoplague the land : and if there had bene that meaſure 
of hypocrific in Daxi/, asthere is in many of vs, he 
would haue pleaded thus for himſelfe : What necdI to 
be ſo troubled for this? and what reaſon is there why 
God ſhould proceede (o ſeuerely again{t me for the 
ſame ? did not Aoſes and Io/pus, holy men of God, 
number the people in their daics,and that warrantably ? 
and why then may not I doe the like, having more ab- 
ſolute authoritie ouer them then they had ? but his 
heart (taicd him from ali ſuch reaſoning of the matter ; 
and told him, that though hee did the ſame aRjon 
which they did, yet the manner of doing thereof was 
divers; he performed itnot in obedience to God (as 
they did) but in pride and hautines of minde, in regard 
of the multitude and ſtrength of his ſubieRs: before he 
eſteemed Gods name a ſtrong tower for his defence, 
but now what need he runne crying vnto God ? he had 
ſo many ſouldiers and valiarit warriours in his dominie 
on, that he could make his part good againſt any for- 
ren power whatſocucr, Thus was his heart lifted vp 
vnto 


T htfirit Sermon. 5519 - 7 


ynto vanitic, when it ſhould haue bene lifted vpto God 
'in thankfulnes : and therefore was he fo hls be- | 
cauſe he had an ill affeRion, and a wrong end in a good DoF.2, 
ation. Whence ariſcth this doetrine, That it is not c- Godlooketh 
noughfor to forbearc things that are cuill,and to make into yo man - 
conſcience of grolſe ſinnes, but men muſt doe lawfull 350 
.chings lawfully, and performe good workes in a good & 
manner : otherwiſe the Lord may and will puniſh them 

for doing lawfull things, aſwell as for vnlawfull things. 

This may be ſcene in that great enditement which 

Chriſt brings againſt the old world: They did eate, and Mai, 24-33. 
drinke,marry,and giue in marriage, Anaturall man would 

hauc thought there could be no hurt in theſe : if they 

had bene charged with whoredome, murder, blaſphe- 

mie, or the like, they had bene matters of ſome mo- 

ment: but for thoſe before named, what fault can be 

found with them ? Indeed the things in themſclues are 

very warrantable, butthe manner of performing them, 

doth either make or marre them : to cate and drinke Tude.ts. 
without feare, without prayer, and thank(-giuing, as if 1 11.44 5 
the creatures were our owne, and not the Lords, to a- 

buſe the bleſſings of God to ſurfetting and drunken- 

nelle, &c: theſe and the like corruptions, doe turne ca- 

ting and drinking into finne, which in themſcluesare 

not onely allowable, but alſo necetarie. The like may 

beſaid concerning m— is a fandificd ordinance Heb.1g. 

of God vynto thoſe that vic it holily : but then it be- 

comes very linfull and hatcfull vnto the Lord, when Gen.6.2- 
the Sonnes of GoJ doe ioyne with the daughters of 

men, and profciſorsarc yoaked with Infidels, for beau- 

tic,or commoditie,or ay ſuch carnallreſpe&: yetthat 

is a horrible ſinne, tov too common among ſuch as 

profell: Chriſtiaaitic, that they make no ſcruple of 

matching thcir children with thoſe, whome they know * 

by their workes to be as yet the children of the diucll ; 

and ſo in other matters,ifthey can prouc them once to 
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be in themſclues lawfull, they make no- confcience of 
the means they vie, nur of the end they propoic in ac- 
compliſhing of them. 

The like 1s alleaged by our Saviour againſt the Sods» 
mites, a8 againlt thoſe of the old world, viz: that rey 
bought and eld, and bmi't in couctouſncile, pride and va- 
nitic, aSifthey had bene cuer to dwell vpon the earth, 
not caring what craft and fraud they vied, nor what 
ſnares and grins they laid for men,it they might ſatisfic 
their couctous and ambitious defircs, More might be 
ſaid concerning this point, both for proofes and rea- 
ſons,but that it hath bene handled at large cl{ewherc. 

Thisſcrueth. Firlt fcr terror vnto thoſe that ſauishe 
themlclues with this, that no bodice can charge them 
with groſle ſinnes, and therefore they imagine their 
caſcto be. good, and that they necd not trouble them= 


- ſclucsinregard of their offences. 


But was it not-thus with Daxi4 ? who could- now accuſe 
him of any notorious ill fact? ſurely none in the world: 
and ycthe hauing gracc in his heart, accuſcth and con- 
demneth himſclfe, for that he had done a good ation 
inan ill maner, and with an ambitious and yaine glori- 
ous minde, andfortheſame is muci abaſed ani! cone 
founded in himſfclfc : and thereforc thoſe are in a mis- 
ſcrable eſtare, that never diſquict their ſoules for their 
hidden corruptions,but thinke that all gocth well with 
them, when menscycs can diſccrne nothingamillein 
them : as they on the other (ide arc. in happie caſe, that 
doc often take themſclues apart, and beſcech the Lord 
to be mercifull vntothem. in regard of their failings, 
cuen in the moſt ſpiritualldutics that they performe ; 
ſuch iudge themſclucs,. andtherefore (hall not be iud- 
gedof the Lord. 

Secondly, this is-for-inſtruion, that we carefully 
looke vntothe manner of all our ations, and in parti- 
cular, ofthe cxercilc otfalting, which is now in hand 5: 


leg : 
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{ct vs conſider wherefore we are come together, and 
what is required of cuery one that is preſent this day,to 
wit, that we ſhould put wickedneflecout of our hearts, 
and out of our hands : and for that purpuſe, come with 
eruc humiliatis on our part, that there may be a perfect 
reconciliation granted vs on Gods part, 

This was praiſed by the Nizzmites, who hearing 
Gods iudgecments denounced againſt them for their 
finnes, that within fortic daics Nie ſhould be de- Tonah.3.3.9- 
ftroyed, except they repented, what did they ? All of 
them, both King and people, humbled themſelues in 
faſting, bewailing their cuill & ſinfull waics and workes, 
and cr1irg mightily vnto the Lord for pardon, andreſol- 
uing totwrne from the wickedneſſe that was in their hands, 
that ſo God might trrne away from his fierce wrath, Yet 
they bad cnioyed but lirtle teaching : they had heard 
onely one Sermon from Jonah, who was a man vn- 
knowne vnto them, and did notbring ſuchteſtimonics 
of Scripture to conuince their conſciences as are now 
alleaged vi'tovs, &c: and therefore we ſhould be much 
aſhamed to come ſhort of them in this holy exerciſe, 
eſpecially ſeeing we haue not one /oxah, but many; not 
a iudgement threatned, but exccuted, and the ſword of 
the Lord (t:]| drawne againſt vs,and deuouring by hun- 
dreesand thouſands in many quarters of our land, Let 
vs then ſearch andexamine our hearts, and g: icuc, and 
iudge our (clucs for all our former tranſgreſſions ;and 
coucnant with the Lord to auoid them hercafter, cra- 
uing ſtrength from him for that purpoſe, that we may 
be cnabled to ſubdueand keepe vnder all our corrupti- 
ons: and then our hearts being broken with godly for- 
row, they ſhall be healed with godly ioy z and being 
truely caſt downe before the Lord, he will raiſe vsvpin 
dueſcaſon,and make it knowne by good cffeR, that he 
i8 appeaſcd towards vs.. 


Thirdly,here is matter of exccedin g great terror vn- Ve q, 
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tothoſcthat ſpend theirdayes in the continuall praftiſe- 
of groiſc and preſumptuous linnes: for if David were fo 
gricucd & puniſhed for that corruption which no man 
living could touch him for, cucn for dooing. a good 
thing in an ill manner, huw then ſhall they bee ableto / 
Nand,that hauc heaped iniquity vpon iniquitie,and for 
manie yeeres together added one foule cuil] vnto an- 
other ; and not onely done good things in an il] man- 
ner, but ill things in the worſt manner , hauing manie 
crying ſinnes (till ro call for _ again(t them ? 
If Daxid were brought to ſuch a ſtrait, that he was cuen 
at his wits cnde,and in exceeding great anguiſh for do- 
ing one thing,which in mans reaſon might ſeeme very 
Jawfull ; Oh what horriblc-terrors ſhall ſeaze on their 
ſoules, who doe continuallic ruſh vpon a multitude of 
hainous offences,which all theworld cricthout againſt } 
cſpecially when they ſhall be called toanſwere, not be- 
fore Gad, as Danid was , but before the Maicſtic of the 
yu Lord of heaven andcarth ; not forone (inne, but. 
or all their ſinnes : not to-endure three dayes puniſh- - 
ment in mercic, buteucrlaſting woe and miſcric, and 
that in iudgementand hceauic diſpleaſure |} Danidhad 
greatſorrow indeed for the offences which he commit- 
ted; yet nomorethen hee ſhould hauc: how then doe 
they thinke to cſcape, that are not wrought vpon at all 
with anyremorſc for their gricuous tran, PER but -- 
arc cucn as a lumpe of dead fleſh altogether inſenſible - 
of any ſttoke of God,that is threatned,or inflited vpon 
themſclucs, or others ? | 
Verſe 10. 7 haze ſinned exceedingh]} Now followeth-- 


Confelitcn of the ſecond ſtep vnto ſound repentance, namely,a true, 
fiane,mult fo» full, particular,and hearty confeſſion of his finne that ſo - 


lowe 


gricfe 
for linne, 


wounded his heart-: which all that would obtaine rc- 
miſſion of their ſinnes, muſt be carefull to bring before 
the Lord as Dawiddid. . Butthis point hath bene more 
largely handled eclſewhere[5v 47.,Dods Sermon Prow.28.' 
D off.2.: 1 be«- 


The firſt Sermos., .2T: 

I beſeech theetaks away the treſpaſſe of thy ſerwant 5c. 

This is the third worke of repentance, viz: that he 
eraucth pardon for hisfav]tz and that is the next point, 
that, with confellion of our finnes, we muſt x}waies Dof7.gu = 
ioyne requeſts vato God for the pardoning of the Aging paris” 
ſame : ſo doth Dail in this place, as alſo P/al.53.ſo —_ erg 
doth the Pablican, Lord be merciful unto me a ſinner: and ener"; _ 
in a word , ſo doth Dazie!,Nehemia,and the reſt of Gods 7 uk. 18. = 
ſeruants, as may be ſeenc in their (euerall confeſſions. Daniel.g.i ge” 
And for incouragement vnto-the performance ofthis Nebem.y. 
dutic,we haue, - | 

z Firſt,the name of God, which is to pardon iniquitie, Exod. 34. 
tranſgreſſion,and (me : cuen all without exception, great 
or {mall,if we repent for them, they ſhall be pardoned :*+ 
ifwe acknowledge ourmiſcrie, we ſhall afſuredly finde 
Gods mercy, 

2 - Secondly; we haue the conenant of God, thathe Ezeck.z6. - 
will wa/bvs from all our filthineſſe, by powring the bloud 
of his fonne vpon ourfinfull ſoukes,- 

3 Thirdly;we have the name of Chriſt toincite and Mat.!. 
moue vs to become ſuters'for a pardon: for he iscalled 
Icſus, becauſe its: his-office to ſave his/peoplefrom- 
ehcir ſinnes. | 

This Dodrineſerueth, - 

Firſt, for the confutation of the Papifts,* who clog Wiſes.” 
mens conſciences, and lay on them heauie and yet vn- 
necclarie burdens, enioyning them, if they would get 
remiſſion of their ſinnes,to goc in pilgrimage to this or * 
that place, to pray to this or that Saint, to make ſome 
ſatisfaction to God;&c: as if they ſhould finde mercie- 
any where, rather then by ſecking it at Gods hands : 
and they ſpeed accordingly : for whereas David went 
vnto the Lord for fauour; and obtained it, they have 
ſtill vnſetled hearts, and reſtles conſciences : or hard 
hearts, and benummed conſciences, never getting any ' 
true peace, .or ſound comfort in the affurance of their 
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reconciliation with the Lord, . 

2 Sccondly, for reproofe of thoſe, whoſe offences 
arevery many, and vety gricuous, and they fcc andace 
knowledge ſo much : and yet will they not be ſo pre- 
ſumptuous (as Def tcarme it) to expe pardon forthe 
ſame: indecd they thinke it fit for ſuch holy men as 
Daxid was, toaske and looke for mercy from the Lord, 
but for themſclues, they arc ſuch hainous offenders, 
that they darc not doe ſo, neither can they conceiue 
any hope to ſpecd well if they ſhould doc fo. But why 
ſhould we put in conditions where God doth not, and 
as it were incerline Gods coucnant? doth not he pro. 
miſe without any exception,that if we confeſſe our ſinnes, 
he ts faithfall and inſt toforgine vs — —_——_ to cleanſe vs 

from allonrighteonſneſſe ? It is therefore a great fault, to 
thinke that any hath more abundance of ſinne, then 


- -God hathof mercy to forgiuc it. 


Vſe.3. 


How we may 
attaine to 
carocſtieſle 
in azki''s 
pardon. 

: 


Thirdly,heere is an vic of in{truction,that we ſhould 
be very importunate for the obtaining of Gods fauour 
in the pardoning of our linnes: which carreflnes t hat 
we may attaine vnto, let vs vic theſe two heipes follows 


ing, which Davids example dircdteth vs vnto: Firſk, Ice 


vs labour that our hcarts may thorowly ſmite vs, and 
that our conſ{ciences may cucrmore checke vs when we 
doe .ottend ; tor wherelocuer there is the checke of 
conlcicnce, it will make the party grow not onely to 


- hartie confeffion,hur alſo to carnelt petitions for grace 
.and fayour, The greater therefore is their foliic, who 
.when the Lord dcth firike their drowſie conſciences 
 forany wickednetle committed by them,will preſently 


betake themſclues to merry company, &o by iclting, 


. and laughing,and drinking,and ſporting,ſceke to driue 
- away,their mclancholic fit,asthey call it: but God mee- 


tcth with them accordingly : for when they will not 
take bencefic by that mcrcifull warning which he giueth 
them, they commonly fall to inarucllous hargdnes of 

08 hcart, 
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heart,and after breake foorth into ſome horrible finne, 
which oucrwhelmeth them with ſhame and contulion. 
Let vs therefore obſerue when the Lord {miteth our 


hearts,and with Petey get out of company (peedily,and 
lament bitterly,that ſwwe may turne the rebukes of our 


foulesinto holy requeſts, that the Lord would forgiue 


vs; and not cnter into judgement with vs for our gric- 
vous prouocations againſt his Maicthe. 

Secondly, when linne is(o odtous vnto vs, that our 
hearts doc condemnevs for it, then let vs triue to be 
p<rfwaded that itis pardonable, yea and thatit ſhall be 
pardoned yato vs : that though we defcrue to. be 
throwen out of ſeruice,becau:c we haue dealt ſo fooliſh- 
ly, yer ſccing we are Gods feruants, he will not goe to 
extremities with vs, but deale asa father with his ovwne 
children, thisancor of hope. we had need: (tiiltohold 
faſt by: for if we be not in fame good meaſure reſolued, 
that we ſhall finde the Lord gratious, ,and that we our 
ſclues are not hypocrites, butſuch as to whom mercy 
belongeth,we ſhall preſently give ouer prayer : for who 
would {cexe vnto a Chirurgion tocure htm, of whom 
he is-afraid left he ſhould wound him, in thathe hath 
cauſe and abilitic {o todoe ? Therefore hold this fora 
firme ground, once Gods chtide, and cuer: once his 
{cruant, and ncucr his encmiec: in which regard we may 
come with confidencevatohim, and ſay, Lord, Iam 
vnworthy to be calle#thy ſonne; yet art thou my mer- 
cifull Father : I hane donetheeill ſeruice, yetam Trhy 
poore ſcruant (till : and though I be bad now, yet time 
hath bene when Thane bin better,8& done better:when I 
haue praicd in fecret,and humbled my ſoule;and ſhedde 
tcares for my (innes: in private. and have had an vtter 
d&cteſtation of rhofe cuils, which now through the cor- 
ruption-of my nature I haue fallen into, and therefore 
Lord be pacificd towards me, and put out of thy re- 
membrance the trefpaiſe of thy ſeruant, If any one 
wanvthele teſtimonies of Gods louc towards him, n 
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The greateſt 
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_of his loue towards God, when affliion ouertaketh 


him for his ſlinnes, he will cither flec from the Lords 
m—_ Adam did, or if headuenturc tocome vnto 
im, his praycrs will deſcend as plummets of lead-vp- 


,en him, and Sathan and his owne conſcience will be 


readietoaccuſe him, and to ſay, what haſt thou to doe 
with God ? he heareth not fimners: thou: ſhall rather pro- 
.uoke his vengeance,then obtaine his fauour by thy.pe- 


-titions ; and becauſe thqu haſt bene his encmic hereto- 


fore, he will ſhew himſelfe to be thine now: and becauſe 
.thou haſt caſt his word behind thy backe, he will ſhut 
outthy cries, that they ſhall not haue any acccile vnto 


-him, Which vncomfortable newes,will be as a dart to 


;Rrike thorow the liuer of an hypocrite, and as a two cd> 
ged fword topearſe his ſoulc : and therefore let vs all 
labour to be ftrongly (etled in this point, that we are-. 
-Gods ſeruants,that ſowe may befcrucnt and firic in our 
Prayers, and not beſodauntedas linners are whenthe 
'Fand of God is vponthem, 

I haze deals very fooliſhly] This he ſpeaketh to make 
:his ſinne more odiuus vnto himſclte :-for by nature we 
are ſo proud,that wecannotabidethat any body ſhould 
:ſay,we haue dealt fooliſhly and abſurdly:thercfare doth 
he lay lodevpon himlclfe, the moreto beat downehis 
ride, confc tn g that he had dealt very foolsſply, becauſe 
He had dealtvery linfully: whence note this doctrine, 
Thatthe more (infull any one is,the more fooliſh he is. 

Exe dideat ofthe forbidden fruit, thinking ſhe had 
dealt very.wiſcly & prouidently for her ſelfe: but did fhe 
getany thing by (inning againſt her makers comman- 
dement ? No ſurely : when ſhee had a conceit that ſhe - 
ſhould deale moſt wiſely,the dealt moſt fooliſhly of any 
that cuer was in the world : for thereby ſhe brought 
ſorrow and miſeric,ycacternall damnation of ſoule and 
body,not onely vpon her ſelfe (had not Ged giuen her 


xepentance and mercy)but ypon many hundred = 
ands 
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) fands of her polteritie, So 4chan thought it apart of 

| wiſdome to take vpthe Baby/omiſh garment & the wedge toſhuy,y, 

| of gold that lay in his way : hee might thereby (as he 
imagined) inrich himſelfe, and the matter neuer be 
knowne: but was not thatthe ruine of himſclfe & his 
houſhold ? In like manner /eraboam eſteemed it a wiſe 
and ſafe way for him to ſet vpthe Ca/ues, that the peo- 
ple might worſhip at Daz and Bethel, and (o not fall 
from him, to ioyne againe tothe houſe of Dawid: he 
accounted this a ſurer courſe to eſtabliſh his throne, 
then for him torctt on GoJs promiſe : but did he not 
get exceeding diſhonour and vtterruine heereby ? info 
much that when the Lord will (ct foorth a notable re- 
probate and firebrand of hell, he doth deſcribe him by 
this, that he was like /eroboamthe ſonne of Nebaz, that 
made 1/-ae! to linne : and whereas he hoped by this 
meanes to let vp himſclfe andhis ſeed for cuer, he cau- 
ſed them through his ſinnes tobe ſwept away as dung 
fromthe face of the carth., The like may be laid of Ahab 
intaking away Nabothsvincyard. And this muſt needs 
be ſo,that the greateſt ſinners are the verieſt fooles, be- Reaſon. 
cauſe in (inning they forſake the wiſedome of God, and 
follow the dircion of flcſh and blood. It is noted as a 

oint of great folly and indiſcretion in Rehoboam, that 

h would forſake the good counſ(cll of the old men,and 
follow the raſh aduiſc of young men : and are not they 
then egregious fooles indeed, that leaue the counſell 
ofthe wiſe God, and follow the aduice of Sathan, his 
and their vtter enemie? We would cſtecme it a great. 
madaeſle,if we ſhould ſee a many his barnes being tull of 
corneto (et fire on the thatch, and to fit by and laugh 
to behold all turned into a flame: and yet certainely 
this is not (o great a madnefle as for one to fire his 
ſoule with ſinne : for all the friends and meanes that 
the world affordeth cannot quench this flame, nor re- 
couer this lolle, asthey may the other ; and therefore 
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they are the fooles of the world, that are the ſinners of 
the world : and there is no ſuch frentic, as fora manto 
prouoke his Creator : and whatfocuer applauſe wicked 
perſons haue fora ſcafon, yet at length all the world 


. ſhall ſee,and they them(clues (hall tecle, that they haue 


beene notorious fooles: [er.17.11., 

This ſerueth for inſtruRion, that if we would notbe 
branded with the name of fooles and Idiots,we be care- 
full to eſchew all manner of (innes :and on the contra- 
ry, if we would be truely wiſe, let vs cleaue vnto the 
Lord in conſtant and faithfull obedience : that was the 
reaſon why Darid was niſzr then hu enemies, then his tea 
chers, then the aged, becruſe he kept Goas ſtatutes, What 
made thoſe in the Goſpell to be fooliſh Virgins, but 
this,thatthey made not proviſion for cternall life? Ard 
what made the other fie to be indeed wiſe, but that 
their hearts and liues were adorned and beautified with 
grace and goodnellc ? 41chitoprel was a deepe politician; 
yet becauſc he was deſtitute of heauenly wiſedome, he 
ſhewed himſelfe to be but a miſcrable baſe foole: for 
when he had no meanesto helpe himſelfe, he went and 
hanged himſelfe: ifone had ftudicdan hundred yeeres, 
he could hardly haue found qut a rea(licr way to mani- 
feſt his notable folly, then he tooke in that horrible 
murdering of hirnſelte. 

2 Sccondly, is it ſo thatthe greateſt (inners are the 
vcricſt fooles ? then here is matter of lingular conſola- 
tion for Gods (cruants , that are vilified and contem- 
ned, and accounted fillic and (imple, cuen for this, 
that they carcfully decline from the waics of finners, 
though in ſhew neucr ſo picaſant and profitable : an4 
conſcionably , walke-in the paths of rightcouſneile, 
though nener ſo rough and dangerous: let vaine men 
ſpeake their pleaſure of them, and count and call them 


the fooles of the world, yet God eftcemeth and ſpea- 


keth otherwiſe of them. It is no marucl|lthat the world 
iudgeti1 
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iudgeth them fooles, for with them the dofrine of the 
Golpell (vnto which the godly cndeuourto conforme 
themſclues and their courſes) isaccounted fooliſhnes. 
But as wiſedome is iuſtified ot her children, whatſocucr 
men thinker ſpeake of it, ſoarethe children of wiſe- 
dome iultified by the inbnitely wiſe God, whatſocuer 
flanderous and reproachfull imputations carnall men 
doelay vpon them: he ſaith thar the tcare of the Lord 
is the beginning of wiſedome, Prou. 1.7. and that thoſe 
that obey his commandements arcthe onely wiſe peo- 
plevnder the Sun. Deut.4 6, 

Verlc.13. Writ thou that ſeuen yeeres famine come vpon 
the Land i cc , X 

Heere commeth an obiefion to be anſwered. Ttis Obie, 
ſaid,k.Cor.11.3 1.that if we iydpe our ſelues, we ſhall not be 
inged of the Lord : how commeth it to patle then in this 
place,that Dawid confelling his fault,aggrauating it,and 
asking pardon for it, hath notwithſtanding ſuch a hea- 
uic iudgement denounced againſt him, as the famine, 
orthe lword,or the peſtilence ? 

1 Though ſuch as iudge themlelues, ſhall not be 4{wer. 
indged, yet mult they be cured : and that was Danids 
calc here : this {troake was not laid vpon him in wrath, 
but-in fauour: he had fer vpon a good worke,cuen the 
pulling downe of his pride, & by this meanes the Lor 
furthered him in Þ 300d worke , & made a ſpecdier way 
for abiidice of gr ace, which waz after beſtowed vps him, 

2 Apgaine, tae people were not fo reformed as they 
ſhould be at this time, and therefore God in this plague 
doth aime at their humbling, thruſting David out of 
the gappe (as it were) who had formerly by his prayers 
& teares (t004 in the breach,to keep of the Lords wrath 
from them, ſothatall.chis while heeing intangled with 
hipPown matters, he could not fo freely deale for them. 

Now in that D.4#i4 mult haue ſucha ſharpe coraſive 
to conſume that proud fleſh that had growne about his 
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heart,by reaſon of his mightic forces,and the largencile 
of his dominions, the Doctrine is, that itis a wonder- 
full hard thing to take downe the pride of. mans heart :- 
it is no ſmall afflition-that will doc it, as is plainc'7ob 
33-14,&c: where is at large ſhewed, that God victhall , 
meanes,and that againe & againc,and yet men will not 
profit thereby : then he tindes out the cauſe of it to be 
pride, verſe, 47;and (o laicth corretions vpon them ſu- 
table thercunto,/miring them with ſorrow vpon their beds,ſ6 
that the griefe of their bones 15 ſore : pinching them with 
gricuous licknelſes and diſeaſes, and making their bones 
roclatter, Jo that their ſoules draw neere to the praue, and 
their life to tbe buriers, Now when theſe or the like wofull 
diſtretſes haue tamedand maiſtcred their vnruly atfe- 
ions, then doe they begin to be ſomewhat more trac- 
table: and whereas neither dreames, nor viſions, nor 
any of Gods-ordinances would doc any good vpon * 
them before, afterthat, if God ſend vnto them a meſſer;- 
ger or Interpreter one of a thouſand, they will' begin to 
hearken vnto them, and to lcarne how they may ob: 
taine mercy and reconciliation with God,that they deſ- 
cend not into the pit of deſtrution. Further,we may 
obſcrue what a great deale of woe Daxiz (ultained by 
reaſon of the hautineſle of his heart, and his earthly 
confidence (which isa ligne thereof) when he 2hought 
his mountaine ſo ſtrong,” that he ſhould nexer be mooxed : for 
God turned away his face from him, and he was troubled, and 
eucn ready to goe downe into the pit,c5-to deſcend vitothe 
duſt, &c. Neither did God miniſter vnto hima ftronger 
purgation then he needed: but his pride required full 
as muchafflictionas the Lord laidevpon him, this was 
aliothe caſe of vz224h, who being in a moderate eſtate, 
didexcceding much good both for the Church and the 
comnion wealth: but when he was growen mighty and 
ftrong, his heart was lifted vp, andthen he could not 
content himſalfe with his kingly dignitie,but he woult 
necds ' 
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needs take vpon him the office of the High-prieſt alſo, 
and ſo went into the Temple of the Lord , to burne in- 
cenſe vponthe Altar of incenſe; , but whatcame of this 
preſumptuousfa@ of his? When the ad monition of the 
Pricfts of the Lord would not prevaile with him,burhe 
grewewroth with thoſe that withſtoode him, the Lord 
loving him,did forthwith (mirc him with Leproſic,and 
ſo he was driuento liuc apart all his life Jong, thatſo the 


hautinelſc of his heart might bee throughlie cured. 2. 


Chron, 26. Thelike may be ſcene in Par/; who albeit 


he were a man of wonderfull graces,& had beene conti- _ 


nually exerciſed with many and greatafflictions,ſo that 
he had nogreat need of further humbling,aswe would 
hauc thought, yet had he Satan turned looſe vpon him, 
to butffethtmyand to beat him blacke and blew as it were, 
that ſo hee might not bee lifted vp with the multitude 
and exccllencic of the reuclations that he had receiued, 


Hee had beene in the third heauen,and was indued with - 


cxcceding rarc gifts: and the Lord knew,thatif he were 
nottaken downe;hee would bee very conceited'of hin. 
ſcife,and then all had beene loſt: he would be 'vnfit to 
recciue or doc good, altogether ynprofitable and vii- 
fruitſull,and robbe God of his honout,and men of their 
duc: and therefore to preuent this, hee giueth Satan li- 
bertic to worke vpon his originall corruption, andto 
cxcrciſe him with ſtrange temptations, which was a 
ſpeciall preſeruatiue againſt pride , and loftinefle of 
minde; 

Laſtly, wee may note in tHe 8. chap.of Denteropemie, 
> /e 2; what a great adoe the Lord had with his people, 
the children of I{rach, tohelpethem, apainſt this 'vite 
corrupticn that was'in them) : hee was driven to keepe 
them fortie yeeres'irr the wildernes, and there to exer- 
ciſe them with manic and 'grieuous crofles and iudge- 
ments, and all to h»blc them , as' there it is faide: and 
certainly,it fewer and calicr afflitions wculd haue done 
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it, the Lord would never hauc handled them ſorough- 
lic and ſharplic ; for zercic pleaſeth' him, neither docth 
hee «fjutt millinglie,, | | 

Now the reaſon. why the pride of mens hearts can- 
not calily bee remooucd, is, | 

Fir(t,becauſe it doth wonderfully harden them,and 
makes them cuen like a Flinte : fo that they are veric 
hardly wrought vpon,cither by inſtructions,or by atHi- 
Rions. This is euident in Nebachadrczzar, who not- 
withſtanging that diuine dreame that God had lent vn- 
to him,and the holy inftrutions and exhortations that 
Daniel had giuen him, after his interpretation thereof; 
yet continued in his arrogancie (till,and was full of hoa- 
ſting and bragging : in ſo much that the Lord was faine 
to (trippe him of his wittes , of his kingdome, of his 
footc,of his apparell, and of the ſocictic cf mankinde, 
and to cauſe him, cucn for (cuen yeares together,toliue 
asa beaſt, among the beaſts of the fielde: andall little 
cnough to take downe the [toutnes and loftines of his 
finfull heart. 

Secondly,as pride maketh men vateachable,and vn- 
capable of good by any meanes that others can vle, ſo 
doth it make themvnableto vic any means themſclues, 
for the humbling of their ſoules : tor proud men can- 
not examine, and iudge themſclues , becaule they are 
wiſe in their owneyes,and auc an high conceit of their 
owne doings : they cannot pray, becaulc they haue no 
promiſe to huilde ypon, nor any heart to humble their 
ſoules before the Lord , as all that will ſpcede well with 
him muſt doe: they cannot labour in a calling for con- 
ſcicnceſake; becauſe they onely reke and [crue them- 
ſclues in whatſocuer they doc: 11 a word, they cannot 
applicthemfclucs tovie any of tnole holic remedies 
that God hath ordaived, tor thc ſubJuing and maſte- 
ring of the pride , and haughtineſle of their wicked 


hearts ; andthercfore it muſt needs be concluded,that 
this 


Y- 


T he fir i Sermon, 537 - 
this dangerous ſicknes is very hardly cured, And if we 
haue yet any doubt hereof, let experience teach vsthe 
truth of this point: forif wee obferuc it in our (clues or 
others,we (hall find,that thoſe that haue had molt heart- 
breakings,and ſh-d molt bitter tears,and gone through 
moſt fearfu}l temptations, and molt gricuous diltre(- 
ſes,haue yet (till a great deale of pride in them,which is 
ready vppon cuery occalion to manifelt it ſcite, vnto 
their griefe and the offence of others, 


Which maketh firſt of all for the terrour of all proud 77c. 


andarrogant men, who may looke for a great dealeof 
wocand miſcrie,for the expelling of this poyſoned hu- 
mour out of their ſoules, Let ſuch therefore remember 
whatis ſaid concerning them,to wit,that a//rhe proud m 
heart are an abemination vato the Lord : though hand ioyne 
in hand, they ſhall not be unptni/hed, And againe, Pride go- 
eth before deftruition,and an hith mind: before the fall, And 


Prou, « | 5. 


in the 119.Pſalm: chow baſt deſtroyed the curſed proud:and Plal. T19. 
in the Epiltle of Iames,God reſfiteth the proud. Let theſe ©. 3. 
and the like terrible ſentences fright their drowlie con- 


ſciences, and vnletle they would haue the Lord toab- 
horrethem, tocurſe them, to fight againſt them, and 
viterly to deflroy them, let them ſue vnto l:im, who 
alone is able to heale them of this loathſome corrup- 
tion:otherwiſe their caſe is very wotull,and lamentabie, 
and the more account they make of them(clues, tie 
mere cleerely will God manifeſt his heauie diſpleaſure 
againit them, as he did a gairf{t Pharaoh, Nevbuchadnezn 

&17, Herod,and ſuch other leftie ſpirits as they were. 
Secondly, Ict this be an inſtruction vnto the chil- 
dren of God,that if they would not haue their makerto 
loath them,and to fight againſt them,they mult labour 
toabltorre all loftines of ininde,and ouer-weening con» 
ceites of themſelues, and be content that the Lord 
ſhould xeepe them in humilitie by whatſocuer meanes 
he thinketh beſt ; the godly begin to thinke much di- 
ucrs 
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vers times that they are afflied cuery morning ; that 
they arc exerciſed with wants, with ſicknelles, with dif- 
gracesand thelike : but betteris it to vndergoc ſome 
of theſe, or all oftheſe, though it be all ourlite long, ſo 
we be made more lowly thereby, than to oucrflowe 
with great plentic and varictic of outward things,and in 
the meane time to be peſtercd with that venemous hu- 
mour of pride and ſcltc-conceit. Therefore was it that 
Paul docth profeile that hee would revoyce in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, &c. : becauſe 
- knewe they were excellent preſeruatiues againſt his 
nne. 

Now becauſe men are readie to thinke that there is 
not in them ſuch (tore of pride, as that they greatly 
ncede Gods medicines to curethem of it,or if they doe 
ſee their pride, they are readic to lit downe diſcouraged, 
as if it were vnpollible to get the better of it, hobes 
will it notbeamille to ſet downe ſome;fruits and effes 
of pride, whereby it may be diſcerned, and ſome reme- 
dics and hclpes againſt it, by vertue whercof it may be 


cured. 


Concerning the firſt point, it werean infinite worke 
to reckon vpall the cffcs of pride,and therefore I will 
onely touch ſome few of the principall, whereby we 
may be led to a ſight of the reſt : And the firſt of them 
ſhall be that whereof Salomon ſpeaketh, ſaying, Orely by 
pride doeth man makg contention: many there are that doc 
ignorantly imagine they were neuer proud inall their 
life; but let them conſider better of the matterzdid they 
neuer brawle nor contend with any in all thcir life? if 
they did, certaine it isthat they were proud : forlooke 
how much contention there is, ſo wuch pride there is 
in cucry man, Which may,be an cuident argument to 
x that this ſinne docth greatly (way.eucry where : 

orif we looke into molt families, an intothoſe 
of the pureſt ſort ( who thinke themſclues pn 
rom 


—_ 
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from pride) ſhall we not hnde many iarres betwixt hus- 
bandand wifc;hetwixt maiſter and ſcruants,betwixt bre- 
thren and fiters;; betwixt neighbour andneighbour ?: 
thisis ſo-palpablethat.none cantenic it ; and therefore 
let not:men deceiue themlſclues, but fee and acknow- 
ledge and bewaile 'the wretched hautines of their 
hearts. 

Another fruitof pride is, impatiencie vndercrofles, 2 
or folles, or indignities that doe befall vs: for when we 
are diſcontented at that eſtate and condition, wherein 
we arc, we euidently expretle our diſlike of Gods go- 
ucrnement,as if he did not diſpoſe of things aright,and' 
as if we could order mattcrs ina betterſors, if they were 
io our hands: and is not that monſtrous prideto thinke 
our (clues wiſer than God, .and to cenſure him for his: 
proceedings? | | 

Againe, this is an euident token that men are proud, ; 
when they are readie toſ{corne at an admonition, or a 
reproofe that-is giuen vnto them, for that argueththat 
they haue a veric good opinion of themſclues and. of 
their ations, when they cannot abide that anic ſhould 
finde faulte with them , or goe about to reforme them. 
Darmid was otherwile affeed,when the Prophet Wathan ,,Sam.1 2.13; 
came ynto him with a ſharpe reprchenfion , and when Plal,gr, 
Abigall methim with awiſe admonition, And 7/:b brin- 
geth this as ai) argument of his vprightnetlec, that hee 1.Sam.2 5. 32. 
durlt not conternre the indgemet of his {eruat,Nognot of his 
Maide ſerwint , it they had any matter to obieRagainſt Tob.z1.t z.. 
him: and thereforelct ſuch asare enraged, or imbitte- 
tered againſt cheir reprooucrs or admoniſhers, knowe, 
that they are farre from that modeſtie and meekenetle. 
of [pirit that was intheſe holie menof God. 

Lallie, this is a ſurcnoteof pride, when men doe; 4 
much regard carthly things, and promiſe vnto:them- 
ſcluesa kinde of happineile in the enioymentthereof: 
in which regard the Apoſtle willeth 71zotkic to charge 1.Tim.6,17, 
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rich "men that they be not kzgh minded, and that they doe not 
truſt in uncertaine riches : Implying thereby , that ſo 
much confidence as there is in-wordlieſubſtance, ſo 
much high-mindednes there is in'the-parties fo addi- 
ed. The more men truſt in God ,the more humble 
they will be,but the more they truſt in their wealth,the 
more high-minded they will bee, If men would tric 
themſclues by this rouch-ſtone , they ſhould calily dil- 
cerne abundance of pride in themſelues : for who al- 
moſt is there but doceth thitnke hirs(clſe the better and 
ſaferfor the very having of carthlic things? and who 
doth not judge his caſe mure miſerable, mecrly tor the 
want of theſe deceitfull vanitics ? 

Let vstherefore lifte our owne hearts, and by theſe 
and the like fruites of pride, learne toiudge what abun- 
dance of this poyſoned fappe there is wichin vs, And 
then perceiving how liable wee arc vnto many fearcfull 
ſtroakes of God by reaſon thereof, let vs carefully vic 
theſe remedics following againſt the ſame. 

Firſt, let vs often ſearch and tric our owne hearts, 
and workes by the right rule, that is, by the holy law of 
God: fornone arc lifted vp,bur ſuch as doe not knowe 
themſelues : for if weerightly conſidered what we are, 
and what our ations are, it would take downe all that 
fooliſh conceitednes , that is naturallic ingrafted in vs, . 
and cauſe vstofay with the Publican, Lord bee merciful 
to mee a ſimer: and with Paul , Miſerable man that I am, 
who ſhall deliner mee from the bodge of this death | hee was 
ine; thatis, thought himſclfcaliue,and in veric good 
calc,beforethe law came,& couinced him of his wretched 
corruptions, hee was cuen asa blinde man that feares 
nothing, though a man came running vpon him with 
a (harpeſword,or he were readyto fal'down-violetly fro 
an high.and dan gerous rocke,he would neuer te daun- 
ted at the matter,nor one whit moued,becaule hee ſees 


not that hee isin any danger : ſuch was Paxls caſe, and 
luch 
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(ach is the ſtate of cuery vnregenerate man : but when 
Gods law is once _ vpon the conſcience, by the 
liucty working of the holie Ghoit , it inlightens che 
minde,and makes menſee their owne finfulnes,as Pau! 
did, which isan excellent meanes to kill all proudand 
loftic conceits- If therefore we defire to be ridde of this 
hatcfull and hurtfull companivn, I meane pride, letvs 
often and earneſtly examine our (elues by this ſtraight 
rulc of Gods law : we are giuen to try our ſelues often 
by examining whether we be not better than ſuch a 
man,or ſuch a woman, but this is a falſe and a deceitfull 
rule: for a man may be better than ſuch and ſuch, and 
yet be (tarke naught, 


But the proud fleſh will be readie to obiect, and ſay, Obie. 


I doe not onely goc beyond theſe and theſe wicked 
ones, but I am better than diucrs that are efteemed 
godly and religious, 


Arc you ſo? you may calily be deceived ; andthe bet- Anſwer. 


ter conccit you haue of your (cle, the worſe you are 
likely to be: but grant for the time that you excell 0- 
thers in ſome things, doc not they goe before you in 
ſome other? you haue a better gouernement of your 
tongue than many of your neighbours; but are you 
not more grolly tainted with couctouſnes than they 
are ? You haue a better gift of chaſtitic than another, 
but docth not he lelle offend in violent diſtempered 
paſſions than you doe? and the like might be ſaid in 
other particulars. If you conſider your owne goodnes 
and others badnes, you may calily growe to thinke bet- 
. terof yourſelfe than of others: but if you would with- 
all (ct before your eyes their goodnes and your owne 
badnes,it would happily make you to hauca better opi- 
nion of them than of yourſelfe, and cauſe you tocon- 
clude that (all things conſidered) their graces are more 
excellent than yours. But let that be yecelded, that you 
arc indeed beyond many others in pictic and godlines, 
doc 
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doc you not yet came farrc ſhort of that which the law 
requireth? & for thoſe gifts that you haue,whence pro- 
ceded they 2arc they not beitowed. vpon you out.of 
the Lords mecre bountie ? and if you haue recciued 
them,why are you puffed vp as if you had notreceiued 
them 2 If you did aright conlider that youare-no more 
worthy of the lea(t bleſſing of God than the vile(t crea- 
ture in the world,and that not your goodnes, but Gods 
goodnes is the cauſe that you excellLothers,there would 
be no place Icft for oucr-weening coceitsof your (clfe, 
but you would conclude (as the truth is) that the bee- 
ter you are gifted, the more you are indebted, and the 
more talents you hauc,the morethankes you owe vnto 
God, and the more ſeruice vnto his people, And thus 
much forthe firſt remedie againlt pride, which is, to 
try our (clues and our ations by the true touchſtone 
of Gods word, 

The ſecond is, ofteri to bring our hearts into Gods 
preſence by prayer & thankſ-giuing, for that will make 
vs acquainted with that holines which isinthe Lord, 
and then we cannot but fee and acknowledge that vile- 
nes which is in our ſelucs, This was it that made 25rahz 
the father of Bclecuers, and the moit excellent of all 
the Patriarks, to confeile, that he was bur dſt and ates: 
this was it that cauſed 7/544, a marueljous holy pro- 
phet,tocry out, that he was a m4» of polluted lips; and 
this was it that made /obthat worthie and renowmer 
ſcruant of God, cuca to- abborre himſelfe, and torepent 
induſt, and aſhes, And alluredly if we conſtantly and 
zealcully accuſtome our (clues to come before Gods 
glorious throane, it will make vs much aſhame4 to 
ſtand vpon our owne worth,and frame vs toa very low- 
ly conceit of our ſelucs. And on the contraric, we may 
boldly conclude, thatthey that doe not vie reuerently 
and faithfully to call ypon the Lord,are proud and hau- 
tic, and arrogant perſons, and ncuer yet knewe what 

true. 
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true lowlines meant, where there are many and fer- 
uent prayers, there is much humilitie: where there arc 
fewe and weake prayers, there is little humilitic : where 
there are no faithfull prayers atall, there is no humili- 
tic at all, 

Athird helpe againſt pride is, diligence in ſome law- . 
full calling : tor /ibowr and trawl (as the wiſe man Ecd.t.13. 
ſaith) are apprizited to the ſonnes of men t; h'mmble 
them thereby. As tor idle peifons,they are alwates proud 
and conceited : A ſinggard ts wiſer in his owne eyes, then Prou, 
ten men that C:nrender a reaſon, tor luch kind of people 
hauing-nothing to bulie their heads about, are very 
readic (Satan helping them forward) to thinke of 
their owne worth, to imagine high things of them- 
ſelues, and fo to build zaſtles in the aire : belides that, 
idtenesnouriſheth in them all manner of vile huſts, and 
the more linfull any one is, the more proud he is zand 
therefore is the diuell more proud than any,becauſe he 
is more linfull thanany.ltthen we would not bein bon- 
dage vnto this vile ſinne of pride,let vs apply our felucs 
dil:;gently vnto the workes of our ſcuerali vocations ; 
and that for conſcience fake and in obedience vnto 
God ; not for filthy lucre ſake, or for enuy, or the like, 
for if we labcur & toyle neuer ſo much for worldly re- 
{pects, we ſhall not be rightly humbled thereby, but ra- 
ther puffed vp in our fleſhiy mindes. 

A fourth remediec is, often to meditate of the hurts 4 
and miſchiefes that come by pride, and of the benehirs 
that doe ariſe from humilitic. The mi{chicfes procce- 
ding from pride were partly before named in the firſt 
vicofthisdofrine, 0:2. that it cauſcth the Lord toab- 
horre vs, to reliſt vs, tocurſe vs, and to plaguevs, yea 
and todepriuec vs of thoſe things whereof we are moſt 
proud and conceited: belides that,it caulethvsto pine 
away with enuy : to conſume with malice, to fretand 
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{light occaſion to brabble and wrangle, to fall out with 
this body andthat, and in a word, to be very vnquietin 
our (clues, and very troubleſome and hatctull ynto o- 
thers; and who then would not be freed from this hurt- 
full Gnne, which hath ſo many badde cftcs ariling 
from it? 

Then on the other ſide, the benefites iſſuing from 
the pure fountaine of humilivic, are very many and 
great : for belides the auoyding of the forenamed 
miſchifes,lowlines will giue vs an interclt in all the pro- 
miſes of God : m:eke men ſhall inherit the earth, they ſhall 
haze God to dwell wth them,and graceto remaine in them 
while they liue, and glory toinueſt them, and to make 
them eternally happic when they die. 

Theſe remedies of often examination,frequent pray- 
cr,diligence in our vocation, and ſerious conlideration 
of the hurts that come by pride,and of the beneftitsthat 
procecd of humilitic, we mult conſtantly and conſcio- 
nably vſe for the humbling of our hearts. | 

Andlaltly, for this very ende and purpoſe, we muſt 
not onely be cotent toheare admonition, but earneſtly 
deſire it : both of the Lord, that he would be pleaſed to 
ftirre vp mens hearts to admoniſhvs, and of men, that 
they would ſhew vs that fauour, as to tcll vs plainely 
and faithfully of our faults, that we may thereby dif- 
ccrne ofthoſe corruptions,and be humbled for them, 
which we thorough (clfe-louc,and too much partialitic 
cannotealily cſpic, ornot ſu thoroughly cenſure in our 
ſclues, The benefit hereof Daxidtound vpon the pro- 
phet Vathans comming vnto him and therefore do- 
cth he ſo carneſtly pray forit, ſaying : Let the righteous 

ſmite me for that is abenefit, and let himreprone me, andit 
ſoall be a precious oyle, ec, And wholocucr they be that 
docnot thus delire the admonitions of Gods ſcruants, 
they carrie toolittle hatred againſt linne, and doc not 
with any great carneſtnes and indignation — 
an 
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and cheeke their conſciences for it : and therefore they 
are likely toliue anddic in their pride, and may juſtly 
feare thoſe puniſhments that doc belong ynto proud 
perſons, 
Verſe 12, Toffer thee three things : chuſe thee which of _ 
them [ hall doe unto thee. 
In that the Lord putteth him to this choyce when he 
began in goodearnelt to humble himſclte,the doctrine 
is,that | 
The more ſpeedily we judge our ſelues, the more Dot? 7. 
mcrcifully the Lord will deale with vs. Speedy 110g 
T his we ſee proucd in this text, where God dealeth rs = 
with Dasidas a father with his owne ſonne : Firſt, Iet- (ys =—_ 
ting him chuſe hisownerod, when of neceflitic he mu 
be correRted: Secondly,he giueth him warning before The time be-; 
hand,that the plague might not overtake him on a {ud- ir g expired, 
den,which would wondertully have diſcomforted him: this wy 
Thirdly, he telicth him how long it ſhould continue,fo -eut”"80"Fag 
that he was ſure three” daies would be the longeſt. 
Which feructh firſt for fingular comfort vnto Gods 77, r, 
children that doe bewaile their ſinnes, and palleſcn- 
tence vpon themfcluesas well asthey can: if they goe 
thorow with that worke,the Lord wil giue them a com- 
fortable and (peedie deliucrance : or if it be requilite 
tl:at they ſhould feele Gods hand vpon them or theirs - 
in any more 2ricuous manner, yet the Lord will deale 
with them in ſome ſort as he did heere with Daxd: for 
firſt they ſhall hauc warning thereof before hand, and 
ſo be better preparedand armed for it. And farther, if 
they ſtrive to humble their hearts before the Lord, 
though they haue not the choyce of their particular 
ſcourge, yetit ſhall be as well with them in effect: for 
although at firſtthey thinke the rod very fmart, and 
eucry blow two, yet when they are growne to be (tron- 
ger men in Chriſt, they ſhall be driuen to confelle, that 


if they had choſen their owne rods, there could haue 
becne- 


ſe.2. 
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Þeenenone in the world ſo fit for them as thoſe where. 


with the Lord hath ſcourged them : So that they ſhall 
be abie not onely to ſay with the Prophet, - /r.rs gocafer: 
me that I haus beene affiifted; but good for me that I was: 
whipped with theſe and thele rods, yea and that I recei- 
ued thus many (trokes from the Lords mercifull hand, 
No crotle could hauc beene inuented to doe me rr ore 
g00d, then pouerty, or diſgrace, or ill neighbours, or 
any the l:ke, according as Gods fcruants are ſcueraily 
tried, It God ſhould haue put it to Avraham: and lacots 
choyle, they would rather haue parted with any out- 
ward thing, then with their children, that were as deare 
vnto them as their life; but when they ſaw Gods end in 
tryingthem thit way, when //azc was ſpared, and 1/eph' 
aduanced, and made an inſtrument of humbling his 
boilterous brethren, and of releeuing hisfather and all 
his familic, beſides many others, then they muſt needs 
acknowledge that itwas fitteſt for them to be crotled in 
their children,and that Cods wziecs are the belt, whatſo- 
eucr we may iudge of them for a while. 

Secondly, heere is matter of terrour vntoall vngod- 
Iy men that will not be perſwaded to iudge themſclues: 
looke what iudgement will moſt vex,and (ting,and tor- 
rent, and cuen kill their ſoules, that let them make ac- 
count of. If Hama might have beene the chuſcr,of all 
otier miſeries he would not haue choſen that which 
befcll him : to wit, that AZordecas his cnemic ſhould be 
aduanced and honoured and that by himſclfe, who did 
beare him ſuch dcadly hatred for that he could not ob- 
taine honour and reuerence from him : what an horri- 
ble torment muſt this needs be vnto his heart, that 
AMerdecarnow ſhould ride, and he goce by him on foot ? 
that now he 1nuſt bow the knee to Afordecar,that would 
ſo fainc haue iad a79rdecas ro doe it to him ? that the 
gallowes that was by him prepared for Mordecar, mult 
no (crue for himſcltc ? &, This muſt needs be an ex. 
cceding 
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eceding torture vnto him: and this ſhall befall all im- 
nitent ſinners : What they arc moſt loth to vnder- 
, thatſhall light vpon them, and that at vnawarcs 
when they leaſt thinke of it, and ſhall continue with 
them, and neuer lezue them till it have cicher turned 
them vnto God, or brought chem vnto hell, the place 
of all ſuch rebrobate [inncrs. And that we may apply 
chisto the preſcerit occaſton,arc there not many that are 
horribly afraid of the peſtilence? yea farre more then 
they arcof finae which bringeth it : in ſo much that 
they abſent themſelues from Sermons, and frgm pub- 
like prayers,leſt they (hould be infe&ted. Aretherenot 
very many (I ſay) that are polletſed with ſuch feires 2 
Letthem looke toit : for of all other ſtrokes the peſti- 
lence is likely to fall ypon them: if irwerea (word in 
the hand of the Pope, or of Sathan, then it ſtood them 
vpon to beware of Gods ordinances: but ſecing none 
but Atheiſts will-denic but it is ordered by Gods ouer- = 
ruling hand,they take a bad courſe tocſcape his ſtroke : 
for where can they hide themſclues, but he will finde 
chemout ? And whither canthey flee from his all-ſee. 
ing preſence? 

Hecan take away the infeAion where it is, and bring 
iteuen ina moment where it is not: and therefore goe 
where they can, they goe in continuall danger : for 
where is the ſword of God molt likely to (mite, but 
where he is moſt difpleaſed, and where there is molt 
prophanenelle, and greate(t contempt of the meanes 
of faluation? therefore ifthey would eſcape, I-t them 
fall dowae before the Lord, and humble themſclues as 
Da«i4 did: and not be fo much afraid of their neigh- 
bours that hauc the plague, as of linne that brings the 
plague:and runnenot ſo much from the occaſion of 
this (ickneiſe (chough all good care muſt be had that 
way) as from the cauſe; which if we can doe,chen cither 
God will ſparc vs, and exempt vs from this (lroke; + 

F __ 
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cllc giue vs comfort vnder.it, and dcliuerance from it 
by life or death : waking it a meancs yteerly to kill ori- 
ginall ſinnc, which all his ordinances could but onely 
weaken : and who would be afraid of ſuch a cuec? what 
child of God would not be more glad toſit on athrone 
in hcaucn (though he be called therets by a boyltc- 
rous mellenger) than to be in a priſon heere on carth ? 
tube where he ſhall be quite. freed from ſinne and ſor- 
row and temptation,and hauecall happincile aboue 
that which his heart can deſire,rather than to be. 
continually turmoyled heere in the world, 
_  andcuery day totaſtc of new tribu- 
lations. 
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2. SAMVEL, 24. 14. &c. 


Verſe 14: Ana Dauid [4wmtoGad, I am in a wonder- 
full ſtrait : let vs fall now intothe hand of the Lorde , (for his 
mercies are great ) and let mee not fallintothe hand of man, 

Verſecis, $0 the Lordſent a Peititence in-Iſracll, from 
the merning , enen to the time eppointed: and there died of 
the people from Dan to Beer-ſheba [exenty thouſand men. 

Verſe 16. And when the Angell ſtretched ont his hand 
vp0z Teruſalem, the Lord repented of the eill ; and ſaid to 
ther br; ell that deftroyed the people , 1t is ſufficeent, hold now 
thy hand, e+c. F 

Verſe 17. And Dauid ſpake wnto the Lard, c>c. 


E E hauc alreadie heard of Davids 
.inne in numbring of the people , 
of his humiliation, confeſſion, and 
crauing of pardon for the ſame: al- 
ſoof the mellage that was brought 
vnto him by Gad ; what offer the 
Lord madc him , Namely, that hee 
ſhould haue the choiſe of his owne 
rodde : the ſentence was alreadie paſt , and ſome one-of 
the three iudgements mentioned Verle 13. muſt needs 
light vpon theland : yet would Godvicas much milde 
nes a3 might bee, and therefore hee referres the matter 
# vntG 


x: 


Verſe I 4. 


Lament.g. 


Verſe I5- 


Verſe 16. 
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- vnto him, and biddeth him conſider, and determine: 


which of them hce would moſt willingly vndergoe, 

Now followe the cucntsthat enſued both vpon the 
finne that Dawid committed, and the meſſage that God 
for the fame direed vnto him. 

The firſt whereof, was'the great diſtre(ſe wherewith 
hee was perplexed, which he bemoned to the Prophet, 
telling him that he was #7 a wonderfui ftrait. 

The ſecond was the choyle that he made, abſolutely 
paſſing over the famine,without ſo muck as ſpeaking of 
it , as knowing it to bee incomparablic the ſharpeſt 
ſcourge of the three : ( for the Scripture ſaith, that they 
that are ſlainc by the (word, are better then they which 
arc killed with hunger)and rather alſo ſubmitting him- 
ſcH#cto the Peſtilence , which was more immediatcly 
the (word of God,from whom he expeRted mercic and 
fauour , then to the violence and ſword of man : ir- 
whome what elſe in ſuch a caſc is to be found, but cru- 
eltic and fiercencile ? 

The third was the execution of that plague ofthe pe- 
ſtilence,which he had yeelded himſclfe vnto:; which is- 
declared as well by the manner, as the miniſter of it: it 
being info ſhort a time, as in three dayes ſpace,difper- 
ſed thorough the whole Land, from North to South, 
and ( though not affirmed , yet implied } frem Eaſt to 
Welt, Iern/alem onely excepted , as may appcare by 
the circumſtance of the Text : and inthistimeſenenty 
thouſand bein ; deſtroyed ;- which [troke was-inflited 
by the hand of an Angell, whome God hadtherevnto 
appointed, as miniſter and executioner of the fame, 

The laſt was,the ccaſing and ſtay of this plague,cuen 
then when the ſtroke was lighting vpon Tcr={alem, to 
hauec deſiroyedit. And hereof are aſſigned two cauſes: 
the one, and that the principall, was the Commande- 
ment of God: to whom (for our better apprehenſion 
of his prouidence)is aſcribedan humane paſſion of re- 
| pentance :: 
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zentance: which properly befalleth not him , becauſe 

ce cannot but doe cuery thing abſolutely well,nor poſ- 
fiblic at any time bee wearie of well-doing : neither is 
hee ſubie& to perturbations, becauſe heis free fromall: 
manner of corruptions.. But hee is ſaid to repent,when 
hee withholdeth that which he condicionallic promi- 
ſeth, or threatneth,or deliſteth from that which he had 
hegun to doc,ſithence men many times breake off their 
proccecedings,with diſlike ofthe beginnings thereof,and- 
their notdoing of that which they ſaide, argueth com- 
monly that they are ſorrie, for ſaying that which nowe 
they minde not to doe, x 

The other cauſe, yet of an inferiour nature, and mo- 
u-nt(as wee call it) was the prayer of Daxid , whereby Verſe 17. 
hee obtained the preſeruation of /zr»ſalem, and the reft 
of the people, and herein hee offereth himſclfeto be 
ſmitten, that they might be ſpared , with acknowledge- 
ment that hee was the offender, and they in this matter 
altogether innocent, 

Verſe 14. 4nd David /aid, I am in a wonderfull flrait} 

The Dofqtrine that hence arifeth, is plaine : viz. that | 

Sinne brings men into greatYdiſtretles,andinto mar- = - 
uclilous ſtraits, 

It is the proper nature of wickednefſe, toencomber DoF.r. 
and caſt men into perplexitics : neither will God ſpare Sinne brings? 
hisowne people, when they take Jibertic in provoking 7<2 1950 
his maicltic ; but citherthey ſhall be ſtraited in their 
owne hearts, orelſ{c in regard of outward calamitics, or 
both : and thoogh the Lord will notcondemne them, 
yet will he afflitthem. e-o/haphar was ſo fooliſh, that 
he would make affinitie with 4hab: and le he ſhould 
breake off that Jeague of friendſhip that was betweene 
them, he would aduenture (contrary to the expretle - 
word of the Lord) to goc againſt Rameth Gilead to bat- 
tle with him : now was not he in an exceeding great” 
ſtraight, when the maine force of the battle was bene 

F 3 again(} 
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s King. 2. 
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againſt him, being ſuppoſed to bethe King of {/74e/, 
concerning whom a command was giucn to the Cap- 
taines by the King of Aram, that they ſhould fight agar ff 
none neither ſmall ner great, but onely againſt the King of 1/- 
rael:? Yet wopld not Jeheſhaphat take warning by this : 
but after that he had beene rebuked by lthz the Pro- 
phet, for helping the wicked, and lowing them that hated the 
Lord, he yet ipyncd with [ehoram the King of [/rae!, a- 
gainſtthe King of Moab: but was his fuccetle any bet- 
ecr then before ? Noſvrely: for howſocuer they had the 
vicoricouer the Moabires with much difficultic, yet be- 
forc that was cfteted, he was in a greater ftraight, then 
when he wentagainſt Ramork Gr/ead: for there his owne 
perſon onely was endangerd: but heerce both he and 
his people, together with two Kings and their armies 
belides, were like to periſh for want of water. A further 
proofe of this point we hauc in /orah, who diſcourling 


. with his owge reaſon, thought it would be tono pur- 


pole, butvery dangerous for him to goe to preach at 
Nixine,and therefore refuſed toyeeld tothe Comman- 
dement of the Lord, But what wofull diltreile did this 
diſobedience bring him into, when being in that ſore 
tempeſt, theſeadid roare, hisconſcicnce accuſe him, 
men were againſt him, God was againſt him, and there 
wasno way for him, but to be throwne into the ſea, and 
there to remaine three daics and three nights in the bel. 
ly ofa whale? The like may be ſcene in Sampſon, who 
being carried with boiſterous luſls, and immoderately 
and (infully affeRing that vile trumpet D.1lah, could 
hide nothing from her, but diſcoucred vnto her very 
fooliſhly wherein his great (trength lay, namely in his 
hairc:and ſo that being cutoff, asarccompence of his 
folly and ſinfull dealing, he was betraicd into the hands 
of his moſt deadly encmics the Philitims,who puld out 
both his cyes, bound him in fetters, made him grinde 
in the priſon houſe, and beſides made hima laughing 
ltocke 
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ftecke vnto thoſe into whom he had fortyerly ſtricken 
a great terrour and amazement by his admirable va- 
lour, and the ſtrange enterpriſes atchicued by -him. 
Thus we may in partpercciue into what narrow ſtraits 
ſinne doth bring Gods owne children : but this iseſpe- 
cially verified in wicked men, of whom it is ſaid, that 


thornes and [nares are in the way of the froward: they are Prou.22.5, 


hedged in with'thornes, and all their walke is vpen 
brakes: they run to hell with greatvexation : they are 
intangled in ſnares continually, and arc neuer out of 
ther : they are caught in Sathans net, and held faſt by 
hardneſle of heart, which neuer leaues them till either 
conuerſion, or vtter confulion doe befall them, 

But this will more fully appeare in particularſinnes, 
as firſt to giue inſtance in drunkards, whoſe appetite 
doth prouoke them vnto that bcaltly abuſe of Gods 

ood creatures :-the wine delights their eye, and plea» 


cth their taſtc,and gocth downe merily : but *x the end Pro.xz-32... 
it will bite like a Serpent, and hurt like a cockatyice : for 10 39.3% 


wl om is woe ? to whom ts [6rrow ?*&c. Ener. to them that 
tarrie long at the wine, to therts that goe and ſeeke mixt wine : 

for they ruinate and oucrthrow their eſtate, they-ble- 
milh and ſtaine their names, make- their wiues to fail 

out with them , their children to-contemnethem, their 
companions to quarrell with them z their beſt friends 
to loath them: and afterall chis,they are a burden-vnto 

themſclues, hauingtheir wittes crackt,and their bodies 
diſcaſcd , and becing fit for noplacc,but onely for hell, 

The ſame may be ſaid of proud men : doth not their 

ſinne throwe them into great miſcric ? Letvs confider 

a little of Hamans fall, which was procured by his inſo- 
lencie. God knewe what crofle would inoſt vexe his 
proud heart, and thathe ſent him : for whereas all Ha- 
7.415 honour could doc him no good,vnletle Xfordecas 
would riſe vp before him, and doc him reucrence ,that 
was athornevnto him, when hee could not make him 


doe- * 
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.dpg it : but when hee muſt honour Yordecas, and be as 
a ſeruant vnta him,thatwas a ſnare vnto hisſoule;and 
thercin was hee helde'faſt,: with:horrible vexation and 
monſtrous ſhame til]. death.and damnationleazed vp, 
on him. "1 D 
The like may bee ſeenc in riotous and voluptuous 
perſons, who are whollic addicted to followe ſpor- 
ting, and gaming, and ſurfetting., and chambering, 
and wantonnelſe, with ſuch like finfull delights of the 
flcſh : the world thinks that ſuch liuc a merric life: but 
iudge not too well of them, they haue not paid all their 
ſhot as yet : they hauc milcric enough behinde, that 
fill purſues them , and atlength willoucrtakethem : 
for hee that lowes paſtime , ſpall be a poore man ; and hee that 
Prou.21.17-7 Jowes wine and ole ſhall not beerich: and a Where will brin 
| a man toa morſell of bread : pouertic ſhall followe at the 
Prou, 6-26: heelcs of ſuch,as aſviſt Polt,and ſhall ſee vpon them as 
a ſtrong armed man: they ſhall be ouercome and van- 
- Quiſhed, and downe ſhall their cſtate goc, cucnto the 
ground. 
Another inſtance may be in couetous perſons, who 
' haue wealth in wonderfull admiration,(o that it is made 
the common god , and moſt vſuall Idoll of the world: 
' arid whenthey haue gotten it, they,and manicothers 
chinke they ſhall haue great credit with it : and manic 
times it ſo falls out, thatthey are menof great place,be- 
cauſc they arc of greatlubſtance : they haue magic to 
attend vpon them,manic to flatter them,and tocrouch 
- vnto them, and by their riches they may procure al- 
molt what they liſt: doth notthis now ſceme to be an 
calic,a plcaſant,andhappy life? Yetthe Apolltlctellcth 
vs,that they that will be rich, fall twto tentation, and [nares, 
and into manie foolsſh andnoyſome luſts, which drowne men in 
peraitionand deftiruition ; fo that when wealth (together 
with the loue of it)flowesin on euery (ide,menare as it 
were alt hcadlong intoaſcaof milcrie: and therefore 
it 
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tt isadd-d, that the deſire of mony ts the roote of all enil]: for 
it doth not onely poyſon mens hearts, makethem erre 
from the faith, and bring them into the ſnares of the 
diuell, tobe lead by him according to his will ; but i: 


pearſeth thews thorow with 1 my ſorrowes : for greedy 


wordlings are cuer di;conted and froward, falling out 
with one,and chafing with another: ſo that thoſe things 
which ſeemeto glad their hearts, doc not indeed bring 
them any ſound contentment, hecaule their deſires can 
neuer be fatistied, but eſpecially becaule they are often 
times much croltled: as when their ſheepe or cattle miſ- 
carry, their grounds proouec vnfruitiull, their ſeruants 
vntruſty, theeues ſet vpon them by violence to (poile 
them of their goods,or (ultill aduerſarics by craft ſeeke 
to defraud them of the fame, with many ſuch like oc- 
currences, which will neither let them reſt quictly in 
the night, nor live comfortably in the day: and the 
hearts of (uch couctous perſons can tell them, that ma« 
nic times all other things doc them no good, fichence 
they cannot haue ſome.one thing which they would,as 
the cafe ſtood with wicked Ahab in the matter of 7Va- 
bothsvineyard. 

But ſuppoſe,that theſe and the like finnes ſhould not 
bring men into ſnares in theirliferime, yet at thetime 
of their death when they muſt goe out of the world, 


they will : for what hope haththe hypocrite when God Tob.27.8. 


ſhall take away his life ? though he hauec heaped vp ri- 
ches as the duſt, yetwhen God ſhall vaſhcath hisſoule, 
and pur it violently from his body as aruſtic {word out 
of the [cabberd, what good will all his ſubſtance doe 
him then? It was his hope while heliued,that he ſhould 
ſtill get more wealth: but when death ſets vpon him, 
he is paſt that hope, and for better hopes he hath none, 
and therefore mult needs be full of woe, andfull of per. 
plexicie. Thenthough be callypon God, he will not anſwer : 
and though he ſeeke himearly,he ſhall nat finde tins : but God 

G will 


nnd! 


Vet, 


42 . Theſecona Sermon, 


will laugh at his deſtruction, and mocke when his feare com- 
meth. Becauſe God called, and he refuſed; he ſtretched ont 
his hand, and he would not regard; therefore when he cri- 
eth,the Lord will ſhut out his prayer. 

Butſetthe caſe they be notin ſuch perplexiticat the 
time of their death, but thatthey die ſecurely, and goe 
ſuddenly downe to the graue as ſenllelle blocks, or 
tones, yet muſt they come befcre the iudgement ſeat 
of Chrift, and then they ſhall be paid hometor all. Or- 
dinarily chey meet with extremitic of anguith while 
they liue, or when they die: but if they doc not, they 
ſhall not mille of it when they appeare before the Iudge 
of heauen andearth, but tribulation and anguith ſhal be 
vpon cuery (cule that hath offended, of what eſtate and 
degree ſocucr he hath beene, Then their diltre(leand 
honour ſhall be ſuch, that when thgy ariſe out of their 
graues, they ſhall with to returne thither againe: yea 
they ſhall delice that the monntains and roches minht fall 
won them, + coner thers from him tht ſitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the L be. Then they would thinke 
No paines nor torment too much lo they might periſh 
cucrlaſtingly : they could rather delire that an huge 
rocke or great mountaine might cruſh them in pecces, 
and thatthey might periſh as bealts, than to appeare 
before Chriſt Iefus to receiue that fearcfull ſentence, 
Goe yecurſed,ec: This is the proper wages of linne:and 
of diſobedience againſt the Lord: it caſtes the com- 
mittcrs of it into a wofull Labyrinth of Jdiftreiſes and 
miſcries: and good reaſon is there that it ſhould beſo, 
becauſe otherwiſe the hatefulnes of it, and the hatred 
of God againſt it wouldnot clcercly appeare,& fo men 
would like better of the bruad way, thai of the narrow, 


and chuſe to bercbells againſt the Lord, rather than 


obedient ſubie&s vnto him: cuen the beſt would doe 

this as well as the worſt. Which fcrueth 
Firſt, for inſtruRion : that we ſhould beware of all 
kinds 


T he ſecond Sermon, 383 - 


kinds of finne,and conlider what will comeof it, before 
we preſume to ruth vpo it : let vs looke before we Jeape, 
leſtafterwards we repent vs when it is too late. Sinne 


will make goolly ſhewes of delight, and preferment, 

and commoditie that it will bring vnto vs : that if we 

will giue entertainement thereunto, it will neuer bea 

meanes of any 6giſgrace vnto vs, but will hide it (clfe 

from the view of the world, But what doth the Lord ſay 

of it ? Doth not he te!l vs that it will breake out, and flie 

abroad at length ? The adulterer would hauec his wret- 

ched pleaſure, but not the juſt reproach of his filthi- 

nclle. But what faith Job ? Are there not ſtrange puniſh- Tob.z1-3- 
ents for ſuch workers of intquitie ? And thqugh they may - 

hideit from the eye; of men, doth not God behold their Verle.4. 

waies, and tel! all their ſteps If Adamand Emne had con- 

ſidered what miſchiefe would haue enſued on their ea- 

ting of the forbidden fruit, they would neuer haye ta- 

ſted rhereot: but when they would belecue the ſerpent 

rather then God,did notthey, and ſhall not their poſte- 

ritic for euer {mart for it ? 

The Prophet catch bid Ahab take heede of his 
iourney to Ramrth Gilead: yet he would have his owne 
minde, let the prophet ſay what he would: bur when 
the arrow was ſhot into his (14c, then he ſaw that Aficas- 
ahs counſcll had beene worth the following : but then 
it was too late, and ſuch is the folly and madneſle of 
molt men ; they mult have their owne wils. and their 
owne waics, and will neuer hearken to thoſe infliructi- 
ons that are ginen them, ci.her by God, or bv godly 
men, till miſcric haue overwhelmed their foules, and 
they be palt recoucrie. But let ther follieteach vsto be 
wiſer,and let vstake hicede of Sathans baites, and of his 
ſugred poyſon: hc will make vsprofers{as he did vote Math. q, 
our Sauiour) of maruct}ous great honour,and pleaſure, 
and gaine that iHay be gorten by ſuch end ſucl; fin full 
courles: but ict ys never £10 credit voto lim, fore Toha.?, 
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is a-lyar from the beginning : but, 
Fje.2. .\$ccondly, if we haue harkned too far vnto him al- 
— ready, and haue fallen by our iniquitic, let vs withall 
poſſible ſpeede get out of that which holds vs in bon- 
dage, and wrappeth vs in mileric, and chaincthvs in 
many ſorrowes and calamities let vs get ſound repen- 
trance. for it, and ltrive fur a reformation of it: let not 
ſinne keepe pollc{lion in vs, and then indgements ſhall 
not long continue vpon vs He that hath coramittcd a- 
ny grollc linne;is as it were a priſoner: according to that 

Prou.5.22. of Salomon, His owne wickedneſſe ſhall take the wicked hime 
felfe, and he ſhall be holden with the cords of his owne (inae. 
There is a iudiciall proccedingagainſt him: linne com- 
meth as an officer, and chargeth the partic to (tand:; 
then it apprehendeth him, and bindeth him hand and 
foot as a malcfactor : (it ſparcthnot the mightieſt Mo- | 
narch in the world, that is found guiltie before the 
Lord) after there is a proceeding vnto arraignment 
and execution, if there be not meanes vicd to [tay the 
ſame: therefore let vs get off the fetters of iniquitieas 
ſoone as we can: and it we find terrors vpon our hearts 
for cur couctoulneile and crueltic, for our pride and 
inſolencie, for our hlthinefle and impuritic,&c: let vs 
labour with God for the obtaining of a pardon : and 
then though we be plagued for our toolithnetle, and 

| brought very lowe, yet crying vnto the Lord, he will 

Pfaly1e7, deliuer vs out of our difiretle: yea he will 671mg ws ont of 
darkneſſe,and cut of the ſhadow of death,and breake our bands 
aſunaer. 

Pers. | Heere isalſo matterof comfortto them that proceed 
in the waics ofthe Lord with a good conſcience, whoſe 
workes doe teltific for them that they are vprightand 
ſincere,and that though they be clogged with many in- 
firmitics,yet they giue entertainment to no linne atall : 
though they haue many troubles and ſlanders raiſed a- 
gainſt them,and many temptations, wants-and neceſſi- 

| rics - 
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ties lying vpon them, yet ct them be of good cheere : 
for albcitthey beatflicted on cuery lide, yet ſhall they 
not be indiſtretle, they are not (traitned, - but have el- 4 Cor.4.8, 
bow roome enough, and doc enioy the bell ficedome 
and libertic. For they may come into Gods priute 
chamber (as it were) and into his preſence when they 
will : they arenot (traicned in their ſoules, but have [1- 
bertic to powre out their |;carts: before their heauenly 
father,who knoweth and pitticth their diltrefſed eſtate, 
and will worke out their treedome and comfort in due 
time: and inthe meane while his hand ſhail defend and 
vphold them : his ſpirit ſhall comfort and (trengthen 
them: his word ſhall reuiue and refreſh them, and (in a 
word) his grace ſhalbe every way ſuthcient for them, 
ſothat ſuch as arc not chained and fettered with their 
owne iniquitics,and raigning ſinnes,are of all other the 
belt freemen,and the molt happie and bletled people : 
they walke at libertie,%& they keepe' the precepts. 
Let ws fall now into the hand of the Lord] That is, Let 
God procecd with the peſtilence according to his plea- 
ſure : which is cailed Gods ſword and Gods hand, be- 
caulc this peſtilece proceeded immediately from him, 
withoutany ſecond cauſes, whereas many other iudge- 
ments doe not ſo. In that fie maketh choyle tofall into 
Gods hand, the Dodtine is, that GoJs (eruants neuer Noc7.2. 
finde ſo great fauour as with God himſeltfe. eq godly 
L , . | nde oreateſ(} 
None can deale fo fauourably with Gods childrewas 7.4. 
their heauenly Father; God, 
He gocth as farre beyond earthly parents, as God 13 
better then man, They, when they are prouoked, doe 
oftentimes ceale to be mercitull : but God, when he is 
molt incenſed, is perfealy fauourable; and when he is 
driven to chaltiſe his children, he is exceeding mode- 
rate, Which is liuely cxpretled, Ho/.11.8. where the 
Lord ſpeaketh in this manner: How ſhall I gine thee vp Hoſ.11,' 
Ephraim ? How ſhalt 1 deliner thee Iſrael ? How ſhall I make 
2 thee 


og 
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theeas Admah * How ſhall T ſct thee as Zevoim ? As it he 
ſhould haue told them, Y ou hauc deſerucd to be vtterly 
deſtroicd,as Sedome and Gomorrah. and the Citics neere 
adioining : but my compaſllion that I bearc towards 
you will not ſuffer mee to doe it ; Aire) cut 7: trrued 
with, tn me : my repentings are rowled together. Man repents 
after hee hath done amitle,but God bctore, ſo that hee 
can nzuer doc amitle : and therefore to manifelt his in- 
finite goodnes, and care forthcir prelcruation , hee ad- 
deth,verle 9. [ mwillnot execute the fierceneſſe of 77 wrath: 
Twillnot rcturne to deſtroy Ephraim ; and the reaſon is ad- 
ded , fer I am God, an1 not man : and therefore though 
a man (if hee were ſo prouoked,) would have done his 
belt vtterly to haue ſpoiled them, vet the Lord would 
notenter into tneir Citic,v;z.for that end,but.cale gra- 
tioully with them , notwithltanding all their ottences, 
Moreouer, carthly parents, when tlicy [ct vpon cor- 
reion with belt ſaiednetle , doe want knowledge and 
diſcretion, and therefore giue their children too little 
or too much : butthe Lord is of ſuch infinite wiſe- 
dome, that hee cuer proportioneth his chaſiiſements 
tothe necdeof the partic,and thenature of the fault, 
Againe, carthly parents , when they hauc layde on 
ſtripes, cannnot take them off. againe : when they (ee 
their children weeping , and gricuing , and humbling 
themſeiues in goodearneltfortheir oftences,they wiſh 
(but all in vaine) that their paine were ouer, & ihe [mart 
remcoued : butas the Lord woundcth,fo can he heale; 
as heecalt 7obdowne, ſo could herailc him vpagaine : 
and whatſocuer our diſtrefles be, it wee can humble cur 
ſeiues,and crie vnto the Lord, hee is able and readie to 
rclicueand to delivers. In which regard,wee ſhoule 
be moft willing, if we muſt needs be corrected, to yeel.. 
vp our (clues into his hands. For there is no compari- 
ſon hetwixt the compalltons of men, which are finite, 


and of Gods,who is infinite. 
Which 
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Which may ſerueto diſcouer vnto vs their folly that 
are (o farre from ſubmitting themſclues to Gods cha- 
ſtiſements,thart they cannot endure his rebukes, Let a- 
ny man of God admoniſh them, and they are readic to 
flicin his face, What hath heto doe with me ? (fay they) 
let him meddle with his owne mwattcrs. I will not take 
it at his hands: with many bitter {pecches of that kinde, 
which argue in them great diſtemper and vexation of 
minde. Andleta mancellthem in ncuerſo great loue, 
that if they doe not emend, their linnes will abroad to 
their diſgrace : their friends will grieueat them, their 
aducrſarics will reproachthem, and all cry fame vpon 
them ; yet they will be no whit paciftied, butrather en- 
raged againſt the admoniſher, not caring what be 
thought or ſpaken again{t them,to Chriltians may not 
reprocue them. 


Hence is it that men are ſo loath to be vnder any 77.1, 


Chrittian gouerament, where they mult be inſtructed 
how to doc well,and rebuked if they doenot well : they 
will none of it: toliue in fuch a family or congrega- 
tion where they ſhall be catechized, and reſtrained 
from the breach of the Sabbath, and other leaud cour- 
ſs, hey will neuer endure it ; but will cuſe rather to be 
vides the gouernement of Antichrilt, and of Sathan 
himſclte,then of Chriſt Teſus : Let their maiſters be Pa- 
piits,cruell oppretlors,as ſlauage tyrants as Pharaoh was, 
they will rather dwell with them, then with godly and 
rcligious 2oucrnours, that would vic them moſt kind- 
y, and reward them molt liberally for their feruice. 

Such were the 1/-aclites . Moſes (as the Lord teftificth of 
hi:m) wasthe mecekett man vpon the earth, and withall 
a moſt,wiſe and couragious Ruler : vet would they ra- 
ther haus beene cuery day vader the whip in E2ypr, 
then vnder Gods gracious goucrament which was Exc- 
cuted by Aofes, And as theſe are heere to be condem- 
icy of great want of wiſedome, that will not ſubmit 

them- 
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themſclues to be admoniſhed and ordered by the Lord; 
fo are they alſo which are vawiiling to come vnder 
Gods correting hand, which is indeed of al other molt 
delircable, | 
And becaule the preſent occaſion requireth it, it will 
not be amille to ſhew that the peltilence,wherewith the 
Lord hath now viliccd this Nation, is a fauourable and 
gentle correion, and that this ſword of the Lord is 
nothing ſo terrivle as the ſword of man would be if he 
ſhould cauſe that to be drawne out againſt vs: and that 
for theſe reaſons: 
Reaſons why Fir(t,becaule heercin we may more immediately and 
the peſtilence Cleercly behold Gods hand, which isa meanes to draw 
isamoreta» VvSto more fpecdy and earneſt humiliation : whereas if 
uorabſe ſtroke we were purſued by the ſword of men, we ſhould be 
Oy = more diſtracted, ſometimes with feares of and greefe, 
a” for the encmics violence ; ſometimes with hopes ei- 
ther of mercy from them, or of aid from otaers : all 
which do cither veterly withdraw vs from,or much; [1i:- 
der vs inthe worke of humiliation, 
Secondly, in the time of the peſtilence the aduerſa- 
2 ries of Religion hauc not ſuch matter of inſultation , as 
when warres arc hote in the Land : for thenthey would 
triumph in this or the like manner : Now theſe forward 
men ſhall pay for it »downe they ſhall all the forte of 
them : they were wontto brag that God would be their 
buckler and their ſhield; their refuge, and their ſtrong 
tower of defence : but what will become of them noy 2 
thus would they inſult ouer Gods choſen,in the time of 
warre : but inthe time of this ſicknes, they themſclues 
arc exceedingly afraid,& cuen at their wits ende,(knows- 
ing that hell and de{truction gape for them , whenſoc- 
ucr death taketh hold of them : ) whereas Chriſtfans are 
quict, and full of peace & ioy in the holy Ghoſt, know- 
ing thatif they dic, they ſhall go from carthto heauen, 
from aplace of miſcric to a palace of gloric.* 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, this is a warucllous great mcrcie,that there 
doth till remaine the: face of a Church, that the Gol- ; 
pellis preached,the Sacraments adminiſtred,& the pro- 
fellion of the truth openly maintained : whereas if there 
werea forraine inualton,ora ciuill mutinie & inſurrei- 
on,the vſuall courſe of the minſtcric,and of the exerci- 
ſes of religion,would be ſtopped,which now is not one- 
ly tollerated, but commanded. 

Beſides , now there is a continuance of the ſtate of 
the common-wealth : whereas when the ſword rageth 
in aland, the face of the honourable is not reſpected, 
the Magiſtrates authoritic is reckoned a matter of no- 
thing, andall lawes mult giue place to the wills of vio- 
lent men. | 

Againe , in the times of warrz,there.is an vtter ſub- 5 
ucrlion of all mcancs of maintenance and comfort : we 
cannotenioy our.poſleſſions, nor dwell in our houles, 
nor reape the fruits of our labours,which now(through 
Gods mercic) is farre otherwiſe. G 

Andas for oureſtate, ſoeuen for ourlinzs and for 
our ſoulcs, the caſc is better with vs in the time of peſti- 
lence then in the time of warres: forthen all our fami- 
lies, wiues,children , ſeruants, and all may bee barba- 
rouſlly (laine, or worſe vſed before our cyes,or we before 
theirs: and if not fo, yet they wult be left to Idolaters, 
and in danger to be vaſlalls of finne ar.d 'Sathan : but 
now if death come, it is nothing ſo lamentable : if life 
bee graunted, it is nothing ſo dangerous : for though 
we he takenaway, yet our friends ſhall remaine with the 
Saints & ſcruants of God; and they that haue bene our 
Chriſtian frieds;will be theirs,at leaſt there is very great 
hope of their happKelle, both here,and hercafter,in re- 
gtrd of that liberty ofthe Goſpell which through Gods 
goodnes is (till maintained. And therefore great cauſe 
haue wee to magnifie the name of God, that when our 
late gracious Queene was taken away, & the Land muſt 

H needs 
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needs bee exerciſed with ſome heauie ſtroke or other, 
that hee then miraculouſlic deliuered vs from the vio- 
lence of the (word of man, and ſmotc our Nation with 
his owne ſword, 

Now when this is ſaid to hee a fauourable ſtroke, we 
mult vnderſtand that it is ſo only vnto Gods children, 
not tothe wicked: concerning whole departure out of 
this world, it is ſaide, that Hel! followeth death. If they 
bee not reconciled vatoGod ,.but live and die in their 

Reuel.6.8, finnes, their caſe is fearcfull, And therefore is it a iuſt 
hand of God vpon impenitent ſinners,that they ſhould 
bee horriblic afraid of that ſicknes. No ſinne, nor Sa- 
than himſelfe, is ſo much feared of them as the peſti- 
lence, nay nor Gods wrath it ſelfe : and therefore they 
care not what foule {inne they commit, whcreby they 


arciureto incurre the Lords diſpleaſure,ſo their bodies. 


may eſcapethis plague of God. Butſuppole they doe 
eſcape it, if they be as full of impiety,and iniuſtice, and 
impurity, as they were wont to be, the Lord hath ſeuen 

times greater plagues behinde,and his reuenging hand 

will be ſtretched out againſitthem (till, Therefore let 

them labour to make a good vle of this, to humble 

themſelues,and turne from their euill wayes : otherwiſe 
afluredly ſome greater puniſhment will light on their 
ſouics, or bodics, or both. 

The time al- Verſe 15. So the Lordſent a peſtilence in Iſrae!,c5c.and 

lotted being there died of the people, from Dan to Beer-ſhe ba, (cnenty thous 
welneere {per, /and men] Yee heard the cauſe of this before;to wit, be- 


Lewr, 26. 


the points fol- cauſe Daxid, partly through pride, and partly through- 


REN vaine confidence, had numbredthe people:whence this 
touched. point may be gathered, that | 

Doft. 3. God mak<cth his judgements ſutable to our linnes, 
Gods tpuniſh= Daxid was lifted vp, becauſe hee had ſo many (ſtrong 
mentsaread» and yalicntmen : therefore doth God leflen the num- 
ſwcrableto hor of them, So( loel,r.5.) it is ſaid, Yeepe &honle je drin- 


fn d . 
boa "Ig hers of wine, for the new wine ſhalbe pulled from your m_ 
This 
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This wasa moſt iuſt correction , that they (ſhould be pu- 
niſhed with ſcarcitie of drinke, feeing they had before 
time ſo wretchedly abuſed the ſame. In like fort doth 
the Lord meete with proud men,turning their glory in- 
to ſhame, as wee may oblcrue in Tyr. [/a.23.8. where 
the queſtion is made,/Yho hath decreed this againſt Tyrus It.23, 
(that crowneth mey,) whoſe Merchants are Princes ? whoſe 
Chapmen arethe Nobles of the wor14? Andthe anfwere is 
made, verſ.9. The Lord of Hoſts hath decreed this,to ſtaine 
the pride of all glorie,and to bring to contempt all them that be 
glorious in the earth, So for couctous men,they are ma- 
ny times brought to beggarie, according to that of the 
wiſe man , Hee that m1keth haft tobe rich, ſhall ſurely come Prou. 
to poxertie. Albeit they vie wonderfull diligence, and 
be exceeding painfull, and hauc an excellent capacitic, 
anda deepe reach for worldly things, & ſeeme to want 
nothing that may make them proſper, yet becauſe 
God is diſpleaſed with them, he brings them downe, 
both (tripping them/of their wealth, which they moſt 
affeAecd zand plaguing them with poucrtic,which rhey 
molt deteſted. | 

Anda cauſe heereof is, that he giueth men thereby Reaſox. 
to vnderſtand, that he taketh knowledge of their waics, 
to the end they ſhould take knowledge of his iudge- 
ments,when they {ee them directed fo juſt againſt their 
faulrs, and aff:ions. And by this meancs as repro- 
batesarcleft without excule,the clear much furthe- 
red to repentance, when their corrupt wils, their valaw- 
full deſires, and ſinfull delights are croiſe4: when they 
behold Gods viſible hand, and righteous hand : when 
he ſheweth them the nature and qualitie of their offen- 
ces, by the manner and proceeding ofhis correions : 
& that was the true cauſe why the Lord laid this ſtroake 
on Daxid atthis time,rather than any other,viz: that he 
might more ſpeedily and cuidently ſee his fault, antl 
more ſoundly and heartily repent for thefame, Which 
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maketh for our inſtruction; if wee would haue comfort 
in any thing that wepolletle, letvs vic itwell : neither 
let our hearts deccinc vs z whether it be honour, or 
goods, or children, if we dote vpon them, and make 
Gods of them, wearc likely tobe depriued of them : the 
Lord can take from vs our prner, the ioy of our honour, the 
pleaſure of our eyes, and the deſire of our hearts, exe our 
ſonnes, and onr daughters. When men louc to be com - 
manders, God can take their authoritic from them : if 
they ſtand vpon their honourand reputation, he can 
ſoone make itwither and vaniſh >if the delights of their 
cycs doc content them, he can quickly remoue thoſe 
from them : finally, if they ſet their affeRions immo- 
derately vpon their children, and lift vp their ſoules 
vntothem, (as the words are-in the originall) that is, 
make them the delire of their hearts, God can ſuddenly 
bercaue them of their children, or ſo bring ittopalle, 
that they ſhall haucelittle comfort in them. 

Would we then hauc our houſes and our children 
freefrom Gods (trokes,and in particular from the peſti- 
lence (as that many pretend that they arc more care- 
full for their children , then for themſclues , ) then 
let vsncuer commit any ſinne toſetthem vp, for that 
is.the next way to depriuc vs of them : when we carry 
moreaff<ion to them then to the Lord himſelfe, we 
endangcrour fclues and them both, The Lords will is, 
that. you ſhould in the firſt place ſcrue him, and fo do- 
ing,you ſhall make your children,not Lords but kings, 
nct of ancarthly,but of an hcauenly kingdome. 

The next thing heere briefly to- be conſidered is 
[the ſpace] in which theſe ſeuentic thouſand men died, 
namely in three daics: Doarine, that. 

When God ſets in with his iudgements they ſhall be 
farrediſperſed ina ſhort time, He-can cauſe his plagues 
to flic faft,and make great ſpeed, Thisis prooued inthe 
P/alme, whereſpeaking ofany decree of Cod, it is faid, 

Os ES 4 He - 
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He ſend: th forth his commandement vpon earth, and his word Pſal.1 47. 
runneth very ſwiftly, What God determineth to doc, he Is. 
can doe it out of hand,when it ſtandeth with his good 
pleaſure, So we ſee how hecould cauſe one Angell to Exod.1m 
goc thorowthe whole land of c£eyprin one night,and 
to ſlay thefirft borne in every houſe: and inthis regard Zath. giv 
Gods curk is comparedroa flying booke, tonote the 
fwiftneile of it, that it commeth as it were with two 
wings: but withall it islikened toa talent of Icad, that 
ſticketh faſt 'where it fals; it maketh ſpeed vnto the 
place that God appointcth, and tarricth there where 
onceitlightcth. 

Furthermore we (ce, how quickly Gods curſe was 


ſeattcred ouer the whole'earth, when our firſt parents OY 
had ſinned:the deformitie came not vpon the creatures Gen.z.17. * 
by degrees, but it ouertooke them prefently and out of 18, 


hand. And (o at the laſt day Chritt ſhall come in the 

twinckling of an cye; asto call the godly forthwith vn- | 
to glory, ſo to draw the wicked immediately before 1-Cor.t 5-5” 
Gods iudgement ſecate, to recciuc preſent and cucrla- 

ſting puniſhmentand torment. 

And the reaſon of this is, becauſe God atall times is X44/0% 
in all places, and. of equal] power- in euery place, and 
therefore what fheuld hinder him from doing that cuc- 
ry where in the ſame moment,if it ſtand with his juſtice 
and wiſl, which he doth-any where? The great deluge 
inthe time of Noe, coucred not one Nation one yeare, 
and an other the next, anda long time after the reſt 
which were farre ſeparated aſunder, but he in his wrath 
was preſent in cuery country, and ſo were they all ouer- - 
whelmed in few daies : and who knoweth whether it 
ſeized notypon cach of them+in one-day 2. which ma= 
keth, | a 

For reproofe of themthatthinke,iftheyeſcape one Y/e, 
place of infeRion, they are ſafe enough. But cannot 
God or his Aogcll reach them whercfocuer they be? 

q H 3. Though 


Plal.I 39. 


Dol(l.s. 
Godis pre» 
ſent at the 
exccution of 
bis indge- 
ments. 


Gen.28.[2. 
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Though no infeRted perſon come neere them, cannot 
the Lords hand finde thei out?Yes ccrtainely,let them 
climbe vp vnto heauen, or goe downe into hell,or hide 
themſcluesat the center of the earth, Gods eye is ſti! 
vpon them,and his hand neere vnto them : ſothatthey 
can goclafe no where without Gods fauour. If the pe- 
ſtilence were enely in Idia, we ſhould ascalily be in-. 
feted in Eng/ard, if God had a quarrel] againit vs, and 

a purpoſe to plague vs that way, as if we were in the 

mid(t of Þ infeed perſons. Who would haue thought 
that Gehazi ſhould have beence (mitten with the leprolie 

when his maiſter and he were together ? The like may 
be (aid. of Miriam when Aaromwas with her. Nay who 

would haue thought that King Y=z:4h ſhould haue 

beene plagued with that ſtroke in ſuch an holy place as 
the Temple was, where God would haue no vacleane 

thing to cnter? Yet when he preſumptuoully viurped 
the high Pricſts office, he was not ſpared, nonot in the 

SanRuaric. So that this may beſurcly concluded, that 

no place can ſhelter a man from mileric, it iinne be har- 

boured and entertained in his heart. 

Verſe 16. tis ſufficient : hold thy hand.) Dodtrine,that 

As God appointeth iudgements to be inflited on 
his people,ſo he himſelfe will ſee execution done, 

He ſtands by in this place, and direfeththe Angell 
how farre to procced, and whereto make an end. God 
would haue /acob humbled, and therefore he (cnt him 
to hisvncic Lahas : butwithall he atlurech him of good 
ſucceile, and for that purpoſe ſheweth him a ladder, 
whereupon the Angels of God went vp and downe, to 
lignific, thatthey ſhould guide him foorth, and bring 
him backe in ſafctic: but(for the preſent purpole) with- 
all the Lord promiſeth, that he would be with him, aud 
keepe him. So Pſal.34.15.itisfet downe as a great conſo- 
lation vnto the Saints, that the eyes of the Lord are vpon 
therighteons, 

Inſtrufion, 
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InftruRion, that we ſhould labour not onely to be in F{e- 
Terufalem, but to be of it : and then when Godg iudge- 
ments are abroad, we ſhall be in no danger. God will 
command his faithfull Angels to doe vsno hurt;where- 
inif they ſhould refuſe to obey, they mult needs be- 
come diucls,and reprobate ſpirits, which is impoſlible. 
Let vs labour therefore to be of the number of thoſe 
that mourne for the abominations of /er»ſales, that ſo 
we may be ſaucd when others are deltroyed. Let vs 
grieuc for the impietie, and blaſphemie, and crucltie, ' 
and impuritie that is in our Eand: fo ſhall we haue a 
teſtimonie vnto our hearts, that we arc Jers/aler : but 
as for thoſe thatare Babels, Eoyps, Sodemes, whoſe hou- 
ſes are full of voluptuouſnellc,pride,gluttony,drunken- 
nelſe, worldlinetle, and the like, the Lord is likely to- 
command his Angell to (mite at them witha ful ſtroke: 
for where ſhould his (word light,but vpon his enemies? 

Verſe 17. And Danid (pake vxto the Lord,and ſaid, Be= 
hold,I hane ſinned | Whereas indeed the people had pro- 
uoked the Lord mot, yet Daxid thought himſelfe moſt 
guiltic,and therefore tie would hauc Gods hand to haue 
beene on him,and not on the people, | 

A good man will lay a greater burden on himſelfe D&.6. 
then on an other, and paſſe ſentence again(t himſclfe, A good man 


rather then againſt another, is moſt ſcucre” 
So doth Par. Chriſt came into the world to ſane ſimers, >= hims 
(faith he) of whom [am chiefe. a Timt.1 g.* 


And as for matter of guilt, ſo alfo for matter of pu-" 
niſhment,We ſee in Aoſes,that becauſe the people were Exod, 31, 
many, and he was but one, he intreated God that he — 
might be wiped out of his- booke, rather then all his 
people ſhould be deſtroyed. But eſpecially this pointis | 
verificd in our Sauiour,who,when mankind was vtterly 1 
inſufficient, either to put in ſurcties, or to diſcharge Philip. 
their debr,did humble himfelfe,totake on him the ſtate *' 


of a ſcruant,andabalcd himſelfe,that he might bring vs 
vnto 
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Fen, 


Nehem.s.14 
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vnto glory ; andendured a ſhamctull,and painefull, and 
curſed death,that he might bring vs vnto cternall life, 

And this commeth to palle, firſt, becauſe good mcn 
are endued with that amiable grace.of brotherly loue, 
which cauſeth them not ſo much to.ſceke their owne 
caſc, as the.bencfit of others, but to lay the more vpon 
theimſclues,that others may be the rather ſpared, 

Secondly, they are adorned with that admirable ver- 
tuc of Chriſtian humilitic,which dircteth their eyes to 
other mens graces, and their owne' corruptions: they 
hope the belt of that which is in their brethren, and 
finde out the worſt of that which is in themlelucs. 

This ſeructh, firſt, for reproote of thoſe that arc rca- 
dic to ſhift off all from them(clues, and though-they be 
wholy, or molt in. fault, yet will lay the-blame akoge- 
theron others, 

Heere alſo arc thoſe hypocrites to be reprchended, 
that will lay heauic burdens, and require ſtrict obedis 
ence of others, eſpecially of Miniſters, and yet they 
themſclues make no conſcience of any linne, be it ne- 
uer lo contraric to the Lawes of God,or of man. 

Others there arc alſo, that may iultly come vnder 
this reproofe,that care not who want,ſo they haue plen- 
tic znor who hunger, ſo they hauc ſufficient ; norwho 
linke,ſo they (wimme; though it be by thruſting others 
vnder water, | 

Secondly, this is for conſolation to them that can 
goc from their.owne commoditic,and caſc, & credit,ſo 
God may hauc glory, and his people goods : they are of 
the ſame ſpirit that 3Zoſes, and Darid,and Parlwerc,and 
therefore their reward in heaven, and their praiſe on 
carth, ſhall be ſutable, | 

Mercifull men loſe nothing : if Nehemiah had gotten 


together all the money in that country, and had attai- 
 nedto be King of Perſia, he could not have procured 
15.16,17,18. hizaſcltc ſo much true honour, as he did by not taking 


all 
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© &all{the Niipend that he might haue done, beinga man 
of his place,and by entertaining a great many that were 

in want at his table,which he nceded not to hauc done 2 

and beſides the good and deſerued citimation that = 

he got, he copld with comfort (and fo may all 
thatarc like him) intreate the Lord tore. 
member him in goodnefſe: which the 
Lord ncuer failed to do, 


(*.*) 
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Verſe 1, Helpe Lord, for there ts not a godly man left : 
for the faithfull are failed from among the children of men. 

2+ They ſpeaks decerfully enery one with his neighbour, 
flattering with their lips,and ſpeake with a double heart. 


SER Hele words containc in them a pray-. 
WW cr of Daxid, when hee himſcltc was 


5 purſued by Sau/, and the Church of 
SF God wasin great diſtrefle: when his 
”] friendes withdrew them(ſclues from 

= 7 him,and fewe continued in that ho-- 
= >>| lic profc{hion of Gods name, which 
formerly they had made. 

Now in this prayer of-his,wee may obſcrue 

r. Firſt a petition, Helpe Lord; Secing mens helpe 
failed,and their power was bent againſt cquitic and 1u- 
ſtice, which ſhould hauevpheld & maintained it, theres 
forc hee appeales to an higher power, and intreatcth re- 
licfe and ſuccour from the Lord, 

2, Secondly, a complaint, and that 

7. Of the decay of good men,and of goudnes in them; 

There ts not a gadly man left, cc.) Whereas ſuperiours 
ſhould haue miniſtredrefreſhing vnto the diftreiſed , or 
atlcaſtinferiours bornea burden with them, they were 
now 
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now taken away,yhen there was greateſt need of them: 
not that there were no good men atall (for Gad, and 
Nathan, and Tonathan, were nowin the Church) but in 
compariſon of the aduerle part, they were ſo fewe, that 
they did (carce appeare to be any at all. 

2 Ofthe deccitfulnes of bad men,T hey ſpeake deceit= 
folly entery one with his netghbour,c5c: that is, eucry one of 
the contrarie fide, was full of craft and cunning, viing 
faire words, but intending much miſchiefe : ſpeaking 
with a heart and 4 heart (as the Prophet faith) that is, a 
heart chat made ſhew of one thing,but meant the quite 
contrary : ſceming tobe for Dawid, when intruth they 
plotted again(t him. 

Helpe Lord) here we (ee hisrefuge, he betaketh him- Verſe.?. 
ſelfe vnto God, when he is forſaken of men, Whence 
obſerue this Doarine,that, 

Although all humane helpes andearthly friends doe DoZ.1. 
faile Gods people,yet they arc not helpleile, nor hopes Gods childr® 
leile, neu:r helples, 

Albeit in regard of mans alliftance, they be vtterly 
deſtitute, yer the Lord will be cuer with them, and al- 
waics ſtand for them. Dawids argument hereis not this, 

Lord helpe : for there be many that will ioyne with 
thee: but this, Lord helpe, for there is none clſe that 
willhelpe: ſo that our caſcis not according to mens af- 
fetions towards vs, but according to Gods loue vnto 
VS. | | 

This is cuident in the prophecy of 1ficha,where it is Micah-7-% 
ſhewed, that friends failed : neither did they faile one 
manalone, but the whole Church ; 900d men were peri- 
ſhed out of the earth, and there was none righteous among 
m:n,e+c: but the beft of them was a briar, and the moſt righ- 
tro:45 of thems ſh 1»per than a throne hedge : yet the Church 
is not quite diſmaid, but reſolueth ro fly vntothe Lord 
for ſuccour. Therefore will 1 looke wato the Lord, I mill Nerſe.7. 
waite for God my Samionr : wy God wilt heare me, though 

I 2 good 


Pſal:22.11. 


IR.59.4.16. 
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good men weredead and gone, and hypocrites did put 
on their ſhape and likenetle,that they might more free- 
ly practiſe miſchicte. 

Yet the people of God determine with them(ſclues 
not toce{t cit all hupe, but torelie vpon the Lord, an: 
though he delay to helpe them for a time, yet they will 
waite vpon him, knowing that at length he will deale 
graciouſly with them. 

And for the further confirmation of this point, we 
hauc the example of Chriſt Ieſus himlelte, who being 
gricuouſl]y perplexed and troubled within and wichout, 
and oneuery lide, v{cth this argument vnto his father z 
Be not farre from me,becanuſe trouble ts neare,for there is none 
to helpe me.. And this is vſuall with God, to rclicuc his 
people in extremities ; and therefore when xs man cal- 
leth far inflice,ns man contendeth for the truth,exc. then he 
himſelfe wil take the matter into his hand,& he wil aue 
& deliuer his ſeruants as the Prophet /aiah witnelleth. 

Andthe reaſons hereofarec theſe, 

Firt,though all-men doe forlake vs, yet Gods power 
is no whit diminiſhed thereby : and thereforc that is a 
worthy ſpecch of faith in /eyathan, that it is. not hardto 
the Lordto ſane with many or with few : and-in Aſa, who 
faith,it is nothing to thee to helpe with many,or with no power, 
They knew that though they had few, ornone at all on 
their ſide, thev were inas good cale as if they had many 
millions, if God were on their (ide: for all power is his, 
and that which men haue, is but borrowed from -him : 
and though he ſometimes vic them,it is not becauſe he 
necds them : for who did helpe him in making of the 
heauensand of the carth,and of al the creatures in them 
both? and what aſliſtance hath he now in (uſtaining, 
and yo g of the ſame? now if he neuer needed the 
aid of any creature in theſe greateſt workes of creation 
and preſeruation, ſurely he wanteth notthe helpe of 
men in matters of ſmaller importance, 

; Secondly, - 


Secondly, Gods mercy is no more lciTened then his 
power is, by mens withdrawing of them(ſcluesfrom vs, 
he loues his people when they hauc no friends, as well 
as when they hauc many friends ; nay he maniteſterh 
his loue more at ſuch times: for in him the fatierleſſe 


finderh mercy. Andthen doth he excrciſethe bowels of y,r,, ,. 


his copaltion,whe men fhew little orino cepaſlion at all. 

When we ſcechildren to hauerich and mercitull pa- 
rents to provide for them,we doe not much pitie them: 
but as for thoſe that are fatherletle and friendletle, that 
arc hungry & naked, andaltogether deſtitute of relicte, 
we tender their caſc,and are ready to relecue them. Can 
we carric ſuch an affection towards other mens chil- 
dren that are diſtreiled and helpleile, and will notthe 
Lord our God haue a greater care of his owne chil- 
dren in the like caſe? Will he leaue them becauſe men 
haue forſaken them ? No ſurely. But when they arcin 
diſtreiſesand ſtraits, and that through their owne foo- 


liſhnetle and diſobedience, if they humble themſelucs, Plal, ro7. 


and cry vnto him, hewill deliuer them, though men 
dare not,or will not ſpcake,or deale for them, 

Thirdly, when Godsſeruants are left deſtitute, their 
faith is much excrciſcd and increaſed : and then we al- 
waicsſpecd belt, when we belecuec beſt. So long as we 
hauc helpe about vs, we doc not ſo much ſet our faith a 
worke,as our carnall reaſon and ſenſe,and {o pray not at 
all,or very coldly : but when we are deſolate and forſa- 
ken, and thoſe that ſhould be moſt for vs arc againſt vs, 
then we begin tolift vp our hearts to heauen,- and to 
caſt our {clues vpon Gods frouidence and goodnelle, 
and to v{cthe weapons of the ſpirit,and not of the fleſh: 
this is plaine in Daxids example, who being in great 
dangerin the caueys did at.firſt looke about him, for 
helpe on this fide,and on that: butfeeing that all refuge 
failed him, whatdid he ?I cried vnto thee 0 Lord (faith 
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he) laying, thou art mine hope, and my portion inthe 
I 3 Land - 


/ 


tI 


\Plal, 141-45. 
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Land of theliuing. 

Fourthly, in ſuch times of difficultic,Gods glorious 
hand is more apparantly ſcene, and ſoall the honour is 
aſcribed vnto him.: If AZo/es had brought the /ſraehites 


.out of £gipt by force of armes, being aided with two 


or three millions of ſouldiers,much of the praiſe would 
haue bene given vnto them: but when AZoſes was naked 
and altogether deſtitute ofany power of man,the Lords 
mightie Arme was more clecrely ſcene inthe deliue- 


,rance of his people,and the ſubucrlion of their enemies, 


Andthar worke of his, hath bene,is,and ſhall be memo- 
rablc in all ages. : 

So alſoif Hezekiahs licknefle had beene (uch as anic 
Phyſitian could hauec cured, his recoucric ſhould neuecr 
hauec beene recorded in Gods booke, as not making (o 
much for his gloric : but when the prolonging of his 
life was as much as the giuing of aſecond lite, then no- 
tice of it was taken and giuen by the holie Ghoſt, to the 
cucrlaſting honour of Gods name. And as it was then, 
ſo is it yet ſtill,and cuer ſhall beto the end of the world: 
the greater the extremities and neceſlitics of the Sajnts 
bec, wherein God doethrelicuc them,and out of which 
hee dothdeliuerthem,the more will it be for the mag- 
nifying of his omnipotencic,and of his tender mercie 
therein expreiled, 

Thisſecructh, 

1. Firſt, for the confutation of their fooliſh conceit 
andexpeRtation,whoſecing mighty aducrſaries againſt 
the Church, and fewe orno friendsto interpoſe tthem- 
ſclucs,preſcntly conclude, that their caſe is deſperate: 

downethey muſt: they are vtterly vndone: and ſo they 
beginto forecaſt in their mindes the manner of their 
ouerthrow,& the forme of their lametation,when they 
ſhall bee thus and thus handled. But theſe men, for all 
their deepereach, may bee deceiued ; for all their con- 


cluſtonsare grounded on men: they doe not confider 


what 
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what God may doe, as wee ſee in Daxids enemies, who 
percciuing that manie did band themſcJucs together, 


63 


and riſe vp againſt him ;: concluded, that there ws pial,,, 1.2.5. 


no helpe for him in God, But what ſayes Danid ? Lorae, 
thor art a buckler for mee, my glorie, and the lifter vp of my 


head. And in another Plalme, Mine exemies (faith hee) Plal: 71,to.tr: 


fpeake of mee, ſaying, God hath ferſaken kim : purſue & take 


t im, for there us none to deliver him, Thel: ſpecches (no- 


doubt ) pierced Daxrids loule : but doth hee make the: 
ſame conclulion 2 No, hee is farre from that ; hee ra- 
ther laycth faſter hold on God, ſeeing crue!l men to be 
fo violently bent againſt him. Goe not farre from mee, O 
God( (aith hee ) my G8d hafte thee to helpe mee : let them be 
confounded and conſumed, that are againff- my ſoule, ec, IN- 
deede if mens: oppoling of themſelues againſt him, 
could hane kept him from complaining vnto God, or 


Verſe, 12: 146 


God from giuing care vnto him, his caſe had bene very ' 
lamentable: butſceing that was impoſlible,whatſocuer * * 


they imagined, there was ſafety enough for Daxid, and 


(o is there [till for all the cle of God. + 


Secondly, this is for inſtruQion, that ſeeing by how 7/e.2. 


much letle helpe we haue from men,fſo much-the more 
we (hall haue from God; therefore we ſhould deale car- 


ne(tly with the Lord in our diſtrefſes; and wreltle with 
himas [acob did, when his brother E/az came with foure Gen, 5K; 


hundred men again(t him : hee was vnable to encoun- 
ter him, and therefore hee encotntreth the Lord him+ 


felfe by prayers and teares ; and that which was his re- 


fuge, muſt bee ours, and then wee ſhall haue peace and - 


ſafctic : if once wee can lay hand-faſt on God, ( as wee 
may in our houſes, in our chambers,in our beds, in the ' 
night, or in the day) then ourcaſe is good, wee ſhall be 
protected from all the violent rage of the wicked; ſo 
that none of the ſonnes of violence ſhalbeable to touch 
vs for our hurt : andthercforc herein let vs take com» 


fort-, that though men forſake vs , and our 


neere(t 


fricnds ' 


Pi.l,27, 
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friends reie&vs, yet the Lorde will gathervs vp, and 
prouide ſufficiently for vs,as he did for Dawid: neither 
can mens perſwalions withdrawe his compaſſion from 
vs, normens threatningsterrifie him from relecuing 
of vs. For there ts not a goaly man left, c, 

From this lamentable complainr of his, ariſcth this 
doctrine, that 

No outward thing comes neercr the hearts of God 


wenol good +j1Jren,thenthe'decay of good men. 


m:n much to 
be lamented. 


Micah,7.1.2. 


Hol.g. z. 


It much troubleth the ſoules of godly men, to ſee a 
ſmall number of Chriſtians. Hence proccedeth that 
lamenrcation of the Prophet Aicah : Woe is me, forl am 
as the Summer gatherings, G-c: or, Iam incaſe, asin the 
deſtruction the Summer fruites : as in Hoſeah it is 
laid, The fiſhes of the Sea ſhall be gathered: that is, deſtroy- 
ed: and chatthis is the ſenſe, it appeareth in the words 
following,when it is ſaid, There zs no cluſter to eate : My 

{orle defired the firſt ripe fruxtes : thatis,I am as one that , 
hath aferuent longing for them, and yet can getnone 
. of them ; and what is the reaſon of this his lamentati- 
on? The good man( ſaith hee ) us periſhed out of the earth, 
and thewe 1s none righteous among men, Ec. So that the ef- 
fet of thoſe words is thus much:that looke how world- 
lings would gricue , if they ſhould ſeethcir grapesand 
fgges (which were ſpeciall commodities in thoſe coun- 
 treys) to faile, and their expeAation that way to bee vt- 


_ terly fruſtratc, ſo, and much more bitterly did the Pro- 


phet bewaile thelotle of good & righteous men, That 
' was it alſo that did ſo picrcethe heart of E/ias. Lorde 
(ith he) the children of Iſrael hane forſaken thy conenant, 


1.Kings.19.T+ ,,. hen downthy Altars,& ſlaine thy Propeets with the (word, 


Verſe 4. 


and I onely am left , and they ſecke my life , to take it away. 
Whichlollc of the Prophets was ſo grieuous vnto him, 
that hee had no pleaſurein hisownelife; and therefore 
hee intreateth the Lord to take away his /oule, In which 
regard whethe Lord would comfort him, he vſcth a fit 
remedie 
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remedic for his diſeaſe: for whercas his gricfe was that 

there were no godly men left, butall were declined to 
Idolatrie, he telleth him that he bad referred to himſclfe Verſe. 18, 
[enenthouſand,that had not bowed the knee vrto Bacl. 

Yet further it may appeare what a matter of heavui- 
neſſethe lollc of good men is vntothole that are good 
them(clues, by chat ſpeech of Dazia, who ſaith, Ailmy 
delight is in the Saints: tor if they be his chicfe delight, Plal.16.3- 
thenthe want of them muſt needs be an occalion of ve- 
ry great anguiſh vato him: as is cuident that it was. 
P/ulm.42.4.whcn he remembred how he had gone with Plal.42. 
the multitude, and had beene as a Captaine to leade 

| +: "them vntothe houſe of God, which then he could not 
| $*-doe;this caſt him into wonderfull griefe,ſothat he pou- 
-| 4-7, *red out histeares, yea and his very heart, as he there 
1 = ſpeaketh, being in ſuch extremitic of ſorrow, that he is 
© . faine to reſtraine himlclfe, why art thou caſt dowre my 
fone ((faithne) ard why art thor di/quiered within me ? vc: 
| yet godly men were not quite aboliſhed at this time, 
but Dazidonely taken from them:and he knew that he 
ſhould come againe vnto them at length,and thatthey 
| ſhou'd be his flocke : if then he were ſo farre caſt downe 
for that he mightnotbe with them, what gricfe would 
he hauc conceiued it they had vtterly beene cut off,and 
ccaſed to be any longer ? 
Now the reaſons why the decay of Gods people is 
and ſhould be ſuch an heart-breaking vnto the relt of 
the Saints,are theſe : 
Firſt, becauſethe glory of Godis precious vatothem, payane. 
which is much hindered and obferucd when his ſer. Z 
uantsarc diminiſhed:for then there is lelle ſeruice done 
vnto him in publike and-priuate: ther? are fewer prai- 
ersand praiſcs offcred vp-vnto him, fewer religious cx. 
erciſesin vic amongſt men, and fewer workes of mer. 
| cy performed vnto the needie and diſtreſſed. And if the 
decay of guod ſouldicrs and of loyall ſubiedts in any 
| K King- 


Plal.67-5- 


HAR 
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gdome mult needs be a matter of griefe.to thoſe 
that louc and ſeeke the honouroftheir King z then can 
it not but goe necre the hearts of the godly, when they 
percciue the ſouldiers and ſubics of Chrilt to goc to 
wracke, 

Secondly, in regard of themſclues they are mooued 
heereat, as being fellow members with them: for when 
the godly periſh, they areas it were a maimed body. 


| They hauc fewer friends and fellow-helpers, fewerto 


pray withthem and for them, fewer to reprooue, ex- 
hort, and comfort them, and in a word, fewer to whom 
they may doe good, and from whom they may receiue 
ood, 
Thirdly,in reſpe& of the publike loſſe,they mourne 
for the decay of the righteous : for when multitudes of 
all nations, and of all ſorts of people, doc know the 
wales of God, and praiſe the name of God, then (asthe 
Prophet faith) he earth ſaall bring foorth her increaſe, and 
God een our God ſhall bleſſe vs. If there be but ten righ- 
tcous men and women in a Citic,or ſome few in a whole 
Country, all the reſt ſhall ſpeed the better for their 
ſakes: how much more then ifthere be multitudes of 
them ? What a gricfe therefore mult it needs be to the 
wiſe and godly, when theſe props and pillars of the 
Church and Common-wealtharc taken away ? 
Which ſeructh, 

- Firſt, for the iuſtreproofe of thoſe that doe carrie a 
deadly enmitic againſt the multitude of Chriſtians that 
nowarc, and doe much gricue that there ſhould be (o 
many that reſort vnto the word in publike, that read it 
in. priuate, that haue praicr and ſinging of Plalmes in 
their families, &c, they grudge and murmur at it, as if 
ſome conſpiracic or mutinie againſt the State were to- 
wards, andas if the good of mens ſoules, and the peace 
of the common-wealth could not({tand together. Theſe 
are of another ſpirit then David was, who my 

nat 
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that there were ſo few ſuch : and theſe are indeed vtter 
cncemics vnto God, whoecſteemes his peopleto be his 
chicfe treaſure vnder heauen: and therefore they ſhall 
bearetheir jiudgement,whoſocuer they be that doe thus 
malice the ſeruants of God, and endeuour to peruert 
them,or todiminiſh thenumber of them. 
Secondly, hecre is matter of cofort for the thatare of 7/c.2. 
the ſame diſpolition that Daxid was, that crynight and 
day, Helpe Lord, for the godly periſh,&c:&that labour with 
God,by falling, and weeping, & praying, that he would 
vphold- the ſtate of his Church, If the praicr of Daw, 
being but one man, were cffeRuall for the continuing 
_ of Gods people, liow much moreforcible ſhall the re- 
queſts of many thouſands be, who doc vncetlantly-in- 
treate the Lord with great earneſtnetle to be fanonrable 
wnto Sion, and to buifd vp the walles of Ternſalem, to ſaue 
his choſen, and defend his owne heritage againſt the 
malicious plots and prattiſesof all their enemies; 
They ſpeake deceitfolly enery one with his neighbonr.] 
Heere he ſheweth what manner of enemies were a- 
gain(t him : not ſuch as would profelle themſclues o- 
en aducr(arics, ({or though he had many ſuch, yet 
Crs he dealeth not againſt them) butſuch as would 
make ſhew of good will, whereas indeed there was in 
them nothing letſe. Now in that his chicte complaint 
is againſt them,the doftrine is,that 
Deceitfull friends arc worle then open and apparant Do77.3. 
foes. Faincd friends 
Daxid had diuers profetiſed enemies,as Saxt,and ſuch worlethen 
as were necre him : yet none of their praRtiſes went ſo 92421955 
necre his heart, as theſe mens that would pretend to be 
friendly vnto him. | v 
To this purpoſc it is ſaid by Sa/omon, that The words Prou.27.6, 
of a lower are faithfull, and the hiſſes of an enemie are tobe | 
praied againſt : (for ſothe words mult be read) When a 
faithfull friend dothrebuke vs, and fecke to wound our 
K 2 hearts 


ſaJas, Matth. 
20.45» 
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hearts ſor finne,that is exceeding profitable for vs : but 
when an cnemie vnder pretence of louc (whereof by 
kiſſing they then made ſhew) doth come againſt vs,and . 
ſecketo vadermine vs,that is exceeding dangerous,and 
the hurt thereof much tobe praicd againſt, 

The waters that runne [moothly and mildly are 
commonly molt deepe and dangerous, whercas that 
which roares is more {ſhallow and (afe. 

The reaſons of this doctrine are, ; 

Firſt, that ſuch craſtic foxes doe -more eaſily come : 
within a man,and ſooner deceiue him. An openenemie 
commeth as it were before ones face, and ſo his blowes 
may be better warded off : but a falſe friend commeth 
behind ones backe, and faltencth a deadly blow erc a. 
man beaware : and therefore [oa5, when he would ſpeed 
Abner and Ama(a,did not bid open dehance vnto them, 
but (being therein more crafty and (ubtill, then either 
godly or manly ) gaue thein kind (alutations,and,vnder 
pretence of louc, moſt cruelly murdered them both. 


 Andas it is for the outward man, lo is it alſo for the 


ſoule, The moſt dangerous temptations are thoſe that 
rocced from faincd friends vnder the colour of loue, 
and defire of our good. If Sathan had come vnto Exe, 


and told her,I charge you cat of the tree in the midſt of 


the garden,& whatſoever the danger be, ſtand not vpon 
that, for 1 will have your husband and-you tobe dam- 
ned, ſhe would ncuer hauc hcarkened vnro him : but 
when he perſwaded her, that he was her friend, and: 
meant her good, namely, that by cating thereof ſhe 
might be mad=like vnto God himſelfe, knowing both 
good andeuill, then was ſhe ouertaken by him, and (0 
being oucrcome her ſclfe, ſhe became the inſtrument 
of the diucll,todeceiuc her husband in like fort, And (o 


it is with many, that hauc hcld out well againſt raging 


and violent temptations, and yet haue beenc foulcly 
drawnealide, andſhamcfully foiled by milder tempta- 
tions, 


_- 


tions,vnto profic,or pleaſure,or credit, 

Secondly,the falle dcaling of ſuch counterfeit friends, 
doth much more afflit the heart of a-man, then any 
iniuricus actions of manifeſ{taduerſarics : as we may (cc 
in that Plalme of Damia,where he laith, Surelymme enc- 
mie did net defare me, for I conld hane berneit, $0, but it 
was thou. 0 man,euen my companion, my guide, and my fami- 
liar ,&c. Whenhis words were {mooth, and ſofter then 
butter, and yetprooucd deceitfull, they went thorow 
his heart euen as ſwords :and this was iuſt vpon him, 


becauſe he had dealt in that ſort with his faithfull ſub- ' 


jieA /7iah, ſeeming to fauour him by imployinghimin 


ſpeciall ſcruices, when he went about to:take away his 


life,that h« might couer his owne iniquities. 

Firſt -cherefore let this inſtru vs to take another 
courlc : if we haue inward diflike, lervs profelle it : ifwe 
carry alouing aftcion,let vs make ſhew of it, and loue 
not in word aſone,but in deed,as theApoltlecxhorteth. 

Efpecially let vs looke vnto this in matters betwixt 
Godand vs: let vs not play the hypocrites with him, 
pretending aloue vnto the Church of God, and to the 
word of God,when there is no ſuch matter ; and draw- 
ing neerevnto him with our lips, when our hearts are 


farre from him: for in fo doing we ſhall offer great in-: 


tury vnto the Lord, and doe more hurt at length then 
thoſe that are profeſt Papiſts or Atheiſts : for ſuch as 
fatter with their lips,and diflemble with a double heart 
inthingsthat concerne the holy religion of God,if any 
perſecution come, will quite renounce their profeſſion, 
and betray the cauſe of God, and grieue the {cruants of 
God,and harden the icarts, and open the blaſphemous 
mouthes of the enemies of God, an make many to 
fall by their reuolting and backſliding. Therefore let 
cuery one that taketh vpon him the profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianitie,be a true, & not a fained friend of the ſame; and 
bring a Faithfull , and not a guilcfull heart thereunto ; 
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that the Lord may witneſſeifor him,that he doth hear- 
tily and vnfainedly ſcecke him, | 

Secondly,letvs hencelcarne this point of wiſedome, 
neuer to truſt thoſe too farre, of whoſe faithfulnefle we 
haucany iuſt ſuſpition : be they neuer ſo neere vnto vs, 
let vsnot open our ſelues vnto them, but keepe them 
atarmes end. This isthe aduiccof the holy Ghoſt: Zee 
euery mantake heed of his neighbour, and trnft not any bro- 
ther : (viz. that is not ſound hearted) for every brother 
will oſe deceit, and euery friend will deale deceitfully, &Cc. for 
they hane taught their tongues to ſpeake lies : they hauc cx- 
erciled the trade of vling faire words,when there is with- 
in them-nothing elſc but falſhood and deceit. Andthe 
like exhortation we may read inthe 7. of Micah. 

Thirdiy, this is for our conſolation, when we finde 
ſuch hollow hearted hypocrites and deceiuers : we 
ſhould not be diſmaied becaule there are ſo few whom 
we may triuft and giue credit vntoy for it is no ſtrange 
matter : there haue beene ſuch heeretofore, and they 
hauc beene diſcoucred : God hath hearkened vanto the 
praicrs of his ſeruants, and giuen them wiſcdome to 
diſcerne of them, and ſo will he doe ſtill, ſo that they 
ſhall bringno annoyance vnto his people, whatſocuer 
they intend againſt them. 


FINIS, 


—— 
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PSALM, ra. Ver. 3+ 46" 


3. The Lordcut off all flattering lippes, and the tongue © 
that [peaketh proud things. # «hae a 

4. Which haue aide , with our tongue wee nul prenaile : 
our lips are our owne, who ts Lord oner vs ? 


9, Nthe two former verſes it ſet downe 
PA) | the petition that David made vnto 
7,@) God for helpe, and his complaint 
P| that he putvp concerning the decay 
P 2] of good and righteous men,andthe 
deccitfulnesof vngodly and vhrigh- 


Now in theſe verſes is ſet forth an 


other part of his prayer, to wit, an imprecation; The 
Lordent off, &c : wherein hee doth by the ſpiritof Pro- 
pheſic,and according tothe Analogze of faith,denounce 
iudgementagainſt Gods and his enemies, tothe end he. 
might comfort himſelfe,and refreſh his hart with hope 
that good men ſhould bee recouered , and wicked men 
confounded. And as for this curſe, we muſtvnderſtand 
that it isnot vtteredin bitternes, but in zcale, and with 
warrant from Gods owne ſpirit; and this is direfted, _. 

1. Firſt againſt deccitfull perſons, who arecalled 


flatterers: the Lord cnt off the flattering lips, : 
2 Se. 


Oh:eft, 


&,1ſwere, 


Obie, 


Ad were, 


Vetle ;. 
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2,Sccondly,again(t _ perſons,who are deſcribed: 
4. In generall by their ſpeech , that rhey ſpeake provid 
things. verle 3. 

2. Moreparticularly, that they ſay , with our tongre 
wee will prewatle, ver(.q., as if they ſhould haue ſaid, looke 
what wee aske,we will obtainc it: looke what wethreg- 
ten,wee will performe it : Jooke what we ſet downe,that 
ſhall come to palle, 

But it might be ſaid vntothem,you ſpeake preſump. 
tuoully, and vttcr words that doc not belceme you. 

They anſwere,our t:9#.25 are orr owe: a8 if they ſhoulJ 
ſay, whodarebe fo audacious as to controle vs? we will 
ſpeake what we liſt,in deſpite of them all, 

But ſome might ſay,though you (ct ſolight by men, 
you muſt know that thereis one higher then you: what 
if the Lord ſhould take the matter into his hand ? 

To that they anlwere , who #5 Lorde over 2:5 ? they 
thinke they may blaſpheme God , & reuile his (cruants, 


and fpeake what they lift,and yet none ſhall hauc to doc 


with them for it. 

The Lardent off all flattern g lips. whereby arcvnger- 
Nood, the molt dangerous and ſubtill deceiuers , who 
vnder pretence of friendthip, doe ſecke a mans viter 0- 
ucrthrow. 

Now in that the Prophet prayeth againſt ſuch as doe 
ſo cunningly carry their matters,that they will appeare 
to loue, where they hate with a deaely hatred, and in 
praying doth ſhew,not only what is his with, but what is 
Gods purpolc,uz. that the Lord will c#: off the flattering 
lips : hence this doftrine may be gathered, that, 

The more skilfully and artificially anie contriucs his 


NeZ.1. cuill purpoſes, the more fearcfull deſtruction ſhall fall 
The morecun- Vpon hims 


ning any isfor 
miichiefe, the 
more lcarctull 


The morefraudulent adecciucr anie one is,the more 
heauy {hall the hand of God be vpon him, to cralle and 


Wall vs tning CONtrarie him, and to bring himto ſuch (traits,that hee 


be. 


ſhall 
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(hall not for ſhame open his mouth againe toſpeake as 
he hath done: and this is to haue his tongue cutgut,as 
it were,asis threatned in this place. 

Flatterers haue a ccrtaine kinde of dexterity in their 
enterpriſes, that they will not be ſcene to be brochers 
ofthoſc things whereof they afterwards become praQti- 
ſers: but they ſpeed neuer the better, but a great dcale 


the worſe for that, Theretore doth Daxid conclude, that Plal.52.4.5- 


God would certainely deltroy Doeg , becauſe hee was a 
$kilfull worke-man, and as it were a tradeſrnan in mil- 
chiefe: he could flatter Daxiad,that he wiſheth him well, 
and was ſorry for his treubles, and would be ready to 
befriend him in any thing he could : but when Sanl 
complaines how hardly he was deale with, inthat no 
body wouid difcouer vnto him the treacheries of Da- 


id, Deog changeth his tune,and falleth toaccule Danid, 1.Sam.22. 
and molt iniuriouſly chargeth Abimetech to haue con- 3.9-&& 


\ fpired with him: and forallthis, he (nodouht) would 
haue goodly pretences: as, that dutic bound: him to 
ſpeake as hedid: he reſpected the Kings honour and 
ſafety, and ccrtainely things were not well, but ſome 
miſchicfe was a working ; for he ſaw the ſonne of 1/as 
come vnto Abimetech. who gaue him a ſword,and asked 
cout:ſc}l of the Lord for hiim, and miniſtred food vnto 
him, and to thote that were with him, and that cxtraor- 
dinary food too, cuen the ſhew-bread : in which regard, 
he,as a loyall ſubict, muſt needs aduertiſe $:/to take 
heed, and to looke well to himſelfe, that fo he might 
prevent allinuninent dangers, 


So in the prophecie of /cremie, this isſet JowNeas rex, xs, 


one caulc of the vtter ſubucrſion of the Jewes, that they 
were wiſe to doe eill, but had 19 knowledge to doe well, They 
wanted not ordinariccapacitie, (which had beene one 
degree of happinetle vnto them, for then God would 
haue ſhewed them greater compaſſion) but they wan- 
ecd grace tov(cit well, and had cunning heads to plot 
milchicfe, 


Ter.g,s, 
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miſchicfe,and thereforedoth the Lord threaten iudge- 
ment againſtthem, And in another place he faith, that 
they had taught their tongues to ſpeake lies. And what fol- 
loweth ? Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of hefts, Behold, I 
will melt them,& Cc. Shall not 1 viſit thems for this, (aith the 
Lord *Or ſhall uct my ſoule be anenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this? Their tongues were too nanch inclined tolies of 
their owne accord, ſothat they needed not to be taught 
that language: yet did they ſet their tongues to ſchovle, 
as it were, that they might be artificiall in their leaud 
praftiſes, & carry out their lies vnderacolour of truth, 
and ſolinne with letle diſgrace : which was a thing that 
the Lord could not abide, and therefore he threatneth - 
to plague them therefore. 

And good reaſon is there that it ſhould be (o: for 

Firſt,ſuch perſons arc cxtreamely hurtfull. Neuer is 
cuill practiſed with ſuch miſchicfe, as when it is contri- 
ued by craft, and poliſhed withdeceit. The Apoſtles 
were neuer fo troubled indealing either with the idola- 
trous Gentiles, or with the fuperſtitious and malicions 
Tewes, as they were when they had to doe with thoſe 
that pretended to be Chriſtians, to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpell, yea to be Apoſtles: and therefore Pay/expo- 
ſtulateth the matter with the Galathia»s,ſaying, O fooliſh 
Galathians, who hath bewitched you ? &c. As if he ſhould 
haue ſaid, No man could dealeſo dangerouſly as theſe 
falle Teachers, who hauc as it were charmed your af- 
feRions,and bewitched your mindes, And in the Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, he greatly complaineth of ſuch de- 
cciuers: / amicalous ouer youwitha godly tealouft: : for I 
hae prepared you for one husband, to preſent you as a pure 
Virgin ts Chriſt. But I feare leſt as the Serpent beguiled Ene 
through his ſubtiltie, ſo your minds ſhonldbe corrupted frons 
the ſomplicutis that 15 in Chriſt, For ſuch fulſe ApoiUes are 
deceitfullmorkers, and transferme themſelues into the Apo- 


files of Chriſt, And no maruell, for Sathan himſelfe 1s trans- 


formed 


neon 
CE NN 
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formed into an Angell of light. Therefore it is no great thing 
though his Mumters transforme themſelues, as though they 
were the Miniſters of righteouſnes. Panl had taken great 
painesto make a match betwixt Chriſt and them,and to 
fir them for ſuch a glorious husband : but he was much 
afraide le(t it would be broken, in regard of manic of 
hem , and that as the Diuell decciued Exe, fo the falſe 
Apoltles would deceiuethem,and that by transforming 
themſelurs into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, making ſhew(as 
the Diuell doth, ) of the greate(t loue and care of their 
good,and of theireternall ſaluation:when the truth was, 
they intended no ſuchthing , but onely the ſeruing of 
chemſeluzs,ia their carnall credit and commoditie, 
Secondly, albeit ſuch kince of perſons doe worke 
much miſchicfe,yet they ſeldome patle vnder the cen- 
ſure of men for the ſame, and therefore ict ſtands the 
Lord vpon to rchuke and puniſh them ; Nay, they are 
ſo farre from being condemned by men,that they haue 
great thankes many times , for their wiſe counſell and 
good aduice (though it be molt vileand diuellith, ) in 
inccnling mens mindes againſt ſuch as haue wronged 
them,and putting it into their heads how they may bee 
aucnged of them ; which is a thing moſt deteſtable 
before Goil,and therefore ſhall not goe vnpuniſhed. 
Thirdly, their hearts are maruellouſly hardened: for 
when they can fetch ouer men according as they liſt, 
they intertaine an opinion of (ingular witteand vnder- 
ſtanding,& ofa deepe reach in themſclues, and ſo begin 
to concemne others, and will not admit of a reproofe 
or admonition from any : and therefore being growen 
to this height of pride,and this exceeding hardneſle of 
heart,they are the more fit for Gods judgements to be 
executed ypon them. 
Fourthly,Gods wiſedome is much magnified by pro- 
ceeling agaialt ſuch : they are fit aduerſaries for him, 
who [Cattereth the d:uices of the craftie , ſo that their handes 
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cannot accempliſh that which they enterpriſe , (a8 Tb ſpea- 
keth) and that takeith the crafty mm their craftineſſe, cauling 
thole thatare cunning hunters and towlers , to fall into 
the pit that they haze digged for others , and to be inſnared 
in the works of their onwne kanaes ; (o that 'when they goe 
about to take others , it falleth out by the righteous and 
wiſe prouidence of God,that they are taken themſelues. 

Sith it is {o dangerous to hane a crafty andcunning 
head,cloſely to plot and contriue milchicfe, let this ad- 
moniſh vs to beware of that vice : for alluredly, it will 
bring ſhame vpon the fauourers thereof, The wiſe 
man ſaith, Hee that imagineth to doe emill,men ſhall call him 
an axthour of wickedacſſe. All men ſhall point at (ſuch a 
one, There goeth a crafty fellow, a ſubtill Foxe,&c: ſo 
that the name of a vagrant is not more odious then his ; 
cucry one liath ſuch in deteſtation, cuen the moſt con- 
temptible of the people : Doe you lee yonder man? 
(will they (ay) he is a perillous fellow,able to (et a thou« 
ſand together by the carcs ; If any hauean cuill cauſe, 
hee is a man for his turne : Lethim make him his So- 
liciter, and hee will goe as farre as diuclliſh and craftie 
wit can reach. Andasit is ablemiſhto thename;ſo it 
is the bane of ones cſtatero bee a fraudulent dealer, 7he 
bread of deceit (faith Salomon) /weere to amv, butt after- 
terward his mouth ſhall be filled with grauel!. Howſocuer 
deccitfull perſons doc ſnatch heere and there , and get 
muchfrom others, yet few of them thriue,butthe curſe 
of God lighting vpon that which they hauc, makes ha- 
uocke of all. And therefore as wee tender our eſti- 
mation and good cllate in the world, let vs bewarc of 
ſuch praQtiſes. 

Secondly,let vs. hencelearnc, not tobe diſcouraged 
at crafty aduerſaries,that haue winding wits, & plotting 
heads,and flattering tongues,and acceptance with great 
ones, cucnas they would wiſh : let vs notbee diſmayed 
heercat, but let this be our comfort, when they fawne, 
and 
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and flatter,and lic,and traduce vs moſt ſhamefully, that 
the L5yd will cnt off the lying lips, Grant that we haue not 
libertie or skill to encounter them, yet the Lord hath : 


T here us no wiſedome, nor underſtanding, nor counſell againſt Prov.z1.z0, 


him: thatis, none of theſe thall take any ctte againſt 


 him:andthereforethe P/a/miſt (aith,7ke Lord breaketh Pal; 3.19. 


the ceunſell of the Heathen, and bringeth to nounht the dews- 
ces of the people. Though all the wiſedome of all the na- 
tions in the carth were laide together, yet God would 
bring all their conſultations to nothing if they made a- 
gain(t him. When Achitophel fell frem Damid to take 
part with 4b/o/on,it much troubled Daxid,for his words 
wereas Oracles, and none could ſpeake more in mat- 
ters of policic then he,and he knew all Daxzds heart,and 
the (tate of the whole kingdome, and therefore he tur- 
neth himlclfe vnto God: O Lord (ſaith he) 7 pray thee 
tarre the counſel of Achitophel into fooli/? neſſ-: and God 
heard his requeſt,anJ did ſo,inſomuch that no creature 
could deale more fooliſhly for the procuring of his 
owne cuerlaiting woc and ſhame, then he did in han- 
ging himſclfe, 

The diuell is ſtill labouringto worke miſchictc, and 
he wants not craftnor ſubtiltic, belides the experience 
that he hath had from the beginning of the world hi- 
therunto: vet for all this,he hath neuer beene,nor ſhall 
beable to procure the ouerthrow of one of Gods cle. 
The Church hath beene nothing the worſe, theugh he 
haue beene (hill warring againſt it, And why is this, bur 
h:cauſe Gods wiſedome is infinitly beyond all the ſub- 
tilty ofthe diuell? And what cauſe haue we then to fearc 
crafty men, ſecing their Capraine hath had no better 
ſucceiſe,and (ceing thatthe Lord hatha quarrell againſt 
them as well as againſt their head ? 

Ard the tonnue that ſpeak: th proud thiags.] 

In that the Prophet denounceth judgement again(t 
ſuch kinde of perſons,the dodrine is,that 
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DoF, The more wicked men boaſt of their miſchicuouz 
The mickeds intents,the neerer miſchiefe js vnto them, 
boaſtu-g.a When they bragge moſt how well the world goes - 


toreruncer of oh them, and what hopethey haue of ctfecing their 
their rune, - Sax + 
badde purpoſes, ſome great cuill is cuenat their doores, 
When men boaſt »: their talke, and ſwords are 1n their lips 
Plal.gg 7.8. (as Dazid ſpeaketh) then the Lord mill haye them in dert- 
ſion, and laugh at their deſtruftion. Whenthey fall co 
bragging, God falsto faughing : and when their (words 
arc drawne outagainſt others, the Lords hand is ſtret- 
ched outagain(t them. Whe Pharavb in the pride of his 
heart ſaid, #05 the Loyd ? God made him know who 
Exod.1 5.9. he was. And when the enemie ſaid, ] will purſree, I nll oner- 
take them, (meaning the /ſrachtes | {nill arnide the ſpoile, 
&c:then the Lord ſctin againſi thera, and made the Sea 
to coner them, lo that they ſanke as lead tn the mighty was 
fers. 
2,Kings.18, - Sowhen Saxeberibinſulted againſt God, and againſt 
his people, and bragged what his forefathers and him- 
ſelfe had done, and what now he would doe, ifthey 
would not yeeld vp the Citie and themſelves into his 
Chap.r9.z3. hands, then did the Lord put a hooke into his noſtrils, 
anda bridlc into hislips, & brought him becke againe 
the ſame way hecame, and cauſed him to fall by the 
hands of his owne ſonnes. 
Andthereaſons why it mult needs be (o,are theſe : 
Firſt, when vngodly men do moſt vaunt of their ma- 
licious intents againſl Gods people, then is the Lords 
compaſſion molt ſtirred towards them : cuen as it is 
with carthly parents,when any one tl;rcatens their chil- 
dren, that if heetakethem, hee will knocke out their 
braines ; this will cauſe them to preuide for the ſafetie 
of their children,and that luch lcaud perſons bee puni- 
ſhedan; reſtrained, 
Plal. 52,7. | This was Damids comfort again(l Doeg: Why boaſteſt 
thenthy ſefe in thy wickednes, 6 man of power ? (laith hee) 
The 
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The Iou11g kindneſſe of God endureth daily, If the ſtocke 
of Gods gondnes were all ſpent, then his children had 
reaſon to hang downe their heads : but (ecing that is, 
and will be as much (till as cuer it was, they necede not 
feare the inſultations of their wicked aducrlarics, 

Secondly,atſuchtimes Gods ſeruants begin to looke 
about them : when their enemies ſpeake of wonders 
that they will worke againſt then , then they are wake- 
ned ,and ſtirred vpto crie vnto the Lord, as in the 94, 
Plalme, 0 Lord Godthe anenger  O Lord Goa the anenger) 
ſhrew thy [clfe cleerly. And why are they lo inſtant and 
carnelt with Cod? Therecaſon is yeelded,verſe 4. The 
wicked prate and ſþeabe fiercely : all the workers of iniquitie 
vant themſein:s, As if they ſhould ſay, Lords, if cuer ' 
thou wilt awake and (tand vp for our defenſe , now doe 
it, wacn vngodlie men doc lo infult and triumph ouer 
VS. 

Thirdly,ſach proud perſons doe bid defiance tothe 
Lord himſclte,and therefore hee hath a quarrell again(t 
them. Allthe proud [in heart] wean abomtnationvato him, 
But if their pride appeare in a more notorious manner ' 
in their tongues,and in their behauiour, they are much 


more hatefull vnto him : for in making boaſt of their p;1 ; , 


owne hearts deſire, they doc contemnethe Lord; and 


in ſpcakingagainſtthe Church,they ſer their tongues a- Plal.73.g. 


gainſt heauen itſelfe,as the Prophet ſpeaketh. 
Which pointthus proouzd,miniſtreth vato vs, 


Firſt, an vic of ialtruftion,that ſecingthe Lord is fo 7/e.T. 


incenſed again!t proud boaſters, therefore wee ſhould 
containe our ſclucs within the compatle of modeſtic , 
an ncuer boaſt .t all, but Iet others mouthes, and our 
owne workes , and Gods voice at the laſt day praiſe vs, 
andnot our owne lips: but eſpecially let vs take heede 
of vaunting vur ſclucs againſt the people of Godzand a- 
gainlt the Maicſtic of God himlclfe ; for that will leaſt 


of all be enduced. 
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Secondy, here is an v(c of conſolation againlt all the 
inſultations of malicious enemics : if wee can with pa- 
ticnceand modeſtie endure,and (tand it out tor a while, 
nct returning like for like, nor viingany ſharpnes and 
bitternelle againſt them, we ſhall ſee that the Lord will 
cut them off, If a ran had knowne the day befcre, 
what ſhould have befallen Fi , notwithBanding all 
his boaſting of -his greatnes, and of his honour, and of 
that fauour which hee had with the King, and of all the 
cuill that hee intended againſt the [ewes , and againſt 
Atordecas eſpecially; if(I ſay ) a man had knowen be- 
forc hand what ſhould hauec befallen him, would it not 
hauc made him laugh at his pride and follic ? Yes ccr- 
tainely : and yet the calc of all boaſters againſt Gods 
Church islitt!e or better then his. And if we could with 
the eyc of faith behold Gods purpole concerning their 
ruine and oucrthrow, all their bragging would {ceme 
vnto vs,andit is indeed,-uen excecding ridiculous. And 
this in particular ſhould comfort vs againſt the blaſphe- 
mics of the Church of Rome, and againſt all her inſulta- 
tions ouer the Saints: for the Lord hath ſet downe her 
ſentence: [nas much as ſhe gloried her ſelfe, ſo much gine 
ye ber torment and ſorrow : for ſhe ſaith m her heart, 1 ſit be= 
ing a Duc ene,and am uo wimow,anlſhallſee xo mournisg. But 
what ſaith God? Therefere ſhall her plagues come at 6ne aay, 
death, & ſorrow, famine,and ſhe ſhalbe burnt with fire, @>c. 

Verſe 4. With onr tongues wee will preaile : our lips are 
onr owne | In that they arc heere found fault with for 
thus ſpeaking , becauſe they aftirme that which is di- 
rectly contrary to the truth, the point henceto bee ob- 
ſcrued is, that 

No man hath the royaltic of his owne tongue, nor 
the ordering of his owne ſpeech. 

Eucry mans tongue isin Gods hand, and his wordes 


of his one At Gods diſpoling , lice is Lord ouer all mens,tongues ; 
which will cuidently appeare by this,that 
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Firſt, 
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Firſt, men cannot (peake what they would, but what 
the Lord will, according to that of Sa/omon: The prepa- Reaſons. 
rations of the heart are in man: that is,a man determineth 
and preparcth what to vtter : bt the anſwer of the tongue 
is of the Loyd. As who ſhould ſay, When a man hath done 
ſo, yet he ſhall ſpeake, not what he himſclfe intended, 
but what God hath decreed; as is plaine in Balaam,who 
came witha purpoſe tocurle, and if the Lord had per- 
mitted him, he would hauc vomited out horrible im- 
precations againſt the 1/-aelites ; for that would haue 
madefor his credit and commoditic : but nocwithſtan- 
ding his intent,the Lord made him to blefle his people 
in ſtead of curſing them, And ſo Sax, he would haue all 
men know that Dauidwas a Traitor, and therefore he 
purſucd him, to bercaue him of his life: yet when he 
met with him, he had no power ſo much as torate him, 
or to rebuke him;but on the contrarie part, is driven to 
iuſtific him : © my ſorne Danid (faith he) thorn art more 
righteous then T. And this we may obſerue in our owne 
experience, that oftentimes men, contrary -to their 
mindes,doe vtter things which doc excecdingly grieue 
them, and bury other things in (ilence, the ſpeaking 
whereof might haue beene very behoouefull-vnro 
them : whence do ariſe theſe and the like ſpeeches, How 
was I oucrſeene in that which I ſaid? What an aduan- 
tage did Lloſeatſucha time?which doth plainly prooue, 
that God hath the difpoling of mens tongues. 

Sccondly,God hath giuen Lawes for the tongue, how _ , * . 
it ſhould beruled, that men ſhould not ſpeake blaſphe- Epbeſ. 4: 
moully,nor filthily,nor bitterly:whence it may be con- 
cluded, that it is Guds ſubic; for Princes make ſta- 
tutes fornone but for their owne ſubicQs. 

Thirdly, the ſucceſſeand euent of mens ſpeeches is 3 
according to Gods pleaſure, They ſay, 1/:th onr tongues 
we will prenaule; yet doe they not preuaile: for whereas 
they forclpeake others deltrution, the wiſe man ſaith, 

A fooles month is his owne deſtruftion, And whereas they 
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ſay triumphingly,Sion ſhall be condemmed, and our eye ſhall 
looke wpon Stengthey know not the Lords counſell,to wit, 
that they themiclucs ſhall be gathered as /heawes into the 
barne,to be threſhed & beate in pieces by Gods people, 
Fourthly, God will plague wicked men, as well as re- 
ward godly men for their ſpeeches. By thy wordes thou 
ſhalt b: inftified,((aith our Sauiour) and by thy wordes thou 
ſhalt be condemned : And, Wee muſt render an account for e= 
wery idle word : which cuidently ſheweth, that God hath 
the (oucraigntic of mens tongues, 
Now ſeeing that the Lorde hath the gouernement 
thereof, this ſcructh 
Firſt, to teach vs, that therfore wee ſhould crauec aſli- 
ſtance from him torthe well ordering of the ſame. Euen 
as that holy Prophet doth,where he ſaith, Ser a watch 3 
Lord before my mouth ,and keepe the doore of my lips : God 
will hauc the orderingof them by his prouidence, whe- 
ther we will or not : but by his grace hee will not guide 
them, vnles we ſue vnto him in that behalfe : therefore 
let vs beſeechhim ſo to ſanRitic & puritic our harts,that 
out of the abundance thereof, our tongues may (peake 
vnto his praiſc,and to our owne,and others edification, 
Secondly,that we ſhould not be afraid of performing 
any gooddutic, in regard of mens tongues; for though 
they threaten,and raile,and ſlander, and traduce vs, yet 
they ſhall not hurt vs , for God will hide vs from the 
ſcourge of the tongue, ſothatno ſuch weapons ſhall 
reuaile againſt vs : for the Lord madethe tongue, and 
he men themſeluesthat ſpeake therewith ; and there is 
no voice,nor ſound that proceedeth out of the mouth, 
but the Lord hath the ordering thereof : and therefore 
let vs ſue vnto him,as the Apoſtles did, laying, O Lord 
behold their threatnings, behold their reuilings , and doe 
thou iudge betwixt vsand them : and thou which haſt 
the diſpoſing of all menstongues,preſerue thy ſeruants 
from the hurt that may befall vs through the ſame. 
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CONCERNING ZEALE, 


wherein the properties of true 


' Zeale are decſtibed , and the 
contraric diſcouecred, 


7a Odliczcalcisavertue very requiſite 
FT XOXF£Þ and neceſſary for all Chriftans : not 
2-H | lo rare and mrs found + pre- 
Me | cious and vicfull where it isfound; 
S's & as being the veric life and ſoule of 
SD * ſound Chriſtianitic, and ane of the 
IZDR, principal Fountains & Well-heads, 
whence manic other vertucs of the 
ſpirit doe ſpringand ifſue foorth, 
The excellencie of this grace docth appeare, as by 
manic other arguments, ſo by this, that the Saintesare 
thereby deſcribed ; where they are ſaide to bee a peo- 
ple [ z2a/ou5 of good workes: | this is the endeof their 
redemption, and this is one ſpeciall cffet and marke Tug 4.14: 
of their juſtification , that they doe not onely deſiſt 
from their former cuill workes, and fa!l to the praiſe 
of the contraric good workes , but that they arc zea- 
lous , bothto docthem , and in the doing of them :* 
they ſhake off the ſluggiſhnelle of the fleſh, and ſtriue 
for the feruencie of the ſpirit,in all duties that they owe Rom. 12.0. 
cither vnto God or men, 
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For this vertuc, among(t many others, are the peni- 
tent Corinthians commended : Behold this, that yee hae 
beene godly ſorrowfull, ((aith Paul) what z+ale it hath 
wrought inyou | &c.Till ſuch time as the Apoſtle had re- 
buked them by an Epiltle,they were cither not at all, or. 
very ſlightly couched with the ſenſe of their owne (ins, 
and therefore they ſet light by the offences of others,in- 
ſomuch that when abominable inceſt (ſuch as had not 
beene heard of among the Gentiles) was committed 
among them, yet they tooke it not to heart, norat all 
mourned for it, nay they letthe offender goe vncenlu- 
red, who ſhould hauc beene (as afterwards he-was) ex- 
communicated, and deliuered vp vnto Sathan, for the 
healing of his owne ſoule, the preventing of the like 
{iancs in-others, and the (topping of the mouthes of 
wicked blaſphemers, who would be readic heereupon 
to ſpeake cuill ofthe holy name of God,and of the pro- 
fcilours and profeſſion of Chriſtianftic. Thus cold and 
carcleſle were they, till the Apoltle had ſharply reproo- 
ued them : but after that they. had well diſgeſted his 
ſpeeches, and thorowly conlidered of all matters, they 
fell tolament for their owne corruptions, and for the 


tranſgreſſions of others, and were zealous again(t all 


wickednelle, andforall manncrof goodnelle inthem- 
ſclucs and others, This wasthe effec of holy gricfe in 
them, and this will be found in all that attaine to that 
repentance which is vntolife :in which regard, when 
the Lord would worke a cure vpon the luke-warme 
Laedicians,he biddeth them, be zealors,and amend. That 
was thcirſinne, that they were key-cold, and cuen fro- 
zen in the dregges of ſecuritic,exerciling themſelues in 
ſundrie good dutics (for that muſt needes be, .becauſe 
they were a Church) but neucr regarding with what 
louc vnto God or men they performed the ſame: there- 
fore the Lord vrging them to reformation, willeth 
them [ro bexealows, and amend] implying, that theſe two 
cucr 


euer gochandin hand, towit, ſound repentance, and 
godly zeale : yet ſo, that as cucry one is of greater 
gruwth in the body of Chriſt, ſo this grace is of greater 
ſtrength in him : asis cuident in Damid, whoſpeakerh 
thus of him(clfe (and that by the inſpiration of Gods 


holy ſpirit, and therefore cannot but ſpeake truely) 1y Plal.rxg.1 z9. 


-2eale hath euen conſumed me, becauſe mine enemies haue 
forgotten thy word, Weaker Chriſtians haue ſome good 
motions of griefe for mens offances : but the Prophet 
was exceedingly wrought vpon by his zeale, ſothat it 
did cuen (pend him, and conſume him, in regard of the 
fearcfull breach of Gods commandements, which he 
obſcrucd in his very enemies. Andthe like we findin 


another place : The zeal: of thine hoyſe hath eaten me: and p(., 69.9; 


the rebukes of them that rebuked thee are fallen vpon me. 
Thus was the holy man of God touched, yea tormen- 
ted with the things whereby Gods glory was impaired, 
as if he had beene laden himſclfe with reproaches and 
diſgraccs. 


But moſt admirable was the zeale of Xoſes and Pal, Ex0d.32.32. 
who for that ferucnt deſire that they had of aduancing *2*9-3* 


Gods glory, could haue beene content to haue had 
theirnames put out of the booke of life, and to be 
ſeparated from the Lord, ſo that his greatname might 
be magnified in ſparing and ſauing their brethren the 
Iſraclites, 

Now becauſe our hearts may cafily decciue vs in this 
matter of zeale, cither by perſwading vs that we have it, 
when we are farre from it; or that we altogether want 
it, when in ſome good meaſure we hauc attained vnto 
it : therefore will it not be amiſle to ſet downe ſome 
rules, whereby we may trie whether our zecale be cur- 
rant or counterfcit. 


Firſt, therefore touching the matter about which Rules of true 
this holy zcalc is tobe cxcrciſed, it muſt be good : ac- zealc. 


cording tothe ſaying of the Apoſtle; It is good alwaies ta 
n M 3 be 
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= 


The matter 


Gal.4.18, 


Ier,7.2T. 


| Wemuſt 

| know the 

i thing to be 

[ good for 

| vehich we arc 
zealous, * 


86 A brieſe T radt concerning Zeale, 
be zealous in [a good matter : ) and it was bctore ſhewed, 


muſt be good, that Gods people mult be zealous of [good workes : ] 0- 


therwiſc, if the matter be euill, the more carneſt any is, 
the more ſinfull : ncither is ſuch carneſtne(ſe worthy 
the name of zcale, being nothing elſe but a diuclliſh 
and flelhly heate, or rather a kinde of frenzic and mad- 
netle. Such was the zcale of [dolaters that would man- 
gleandcutthemſclues, and that would offer their chil- 
dren in the fire in honour vnto their gods. Such was 


x.King.18.28 the zcalc of the Scribes and Phariſes , who would com- 


paſſe ſea and land to make one a Proſelite : that is, one of 


thcir owneſcR. 


With this violent and mad zcalc was Pax/carricd be- 
fore his conuerlion (as he himſclfe confetleth in plaine 
tearmes, Afts5.26.11.and Phil.3.6.) when he was enra- 


 ged againſt Chriſtians,and ſpared no paines nor coſtco 


make them denic and blaſpheme the name of Chriſt, 
Heere then is to be condemned the zeale of ignorant 


- Papiſts and Browniſts,and ſuch like,who arc very hotte 


indeed (for he muſt needes runne whom the diuell 
driucs) butin cuill cauſes, as might calily be prooucd, 
and may hence, if by no other arguments, be probably 
concludcd,in that they vic the diuels owne weapons (to 
wit, lying, flandering, railing, curſed ſpeaking, and the 
like) inthe purſute of the ſame. 

But much more damnable and vile is their zeale to 
be eſteemed, who again} their knowledge and con- 
ſciences, doe violently and maliciouſly oppoſe them- 
ſelues againſt the Goſpell, and the profcilors thereof, 
and (tand for falſhood and wickedncile, and the praQti- 
ſers thereof : as did-thoſe wretched Phariſes that ſet 
them(clucs againſt our Sauiour, and committedthe ſin 
againſt the holy Ghoſt. 

A ſecond rulc is, that as the watter in which we are 
zcalous, muſt be good in itſclfe, ſo it muſt be knowne 


. vnto vs to be of that qualitic. True zcale muſt begin 


wherg 
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where the word begins,and ende where it ends : for 0- 
therwiſe it cannot bee of faith , which is cuer grounded RP44-23- 
on theword; and whatſocuer isnot of faith is finne. We 
mult not therefore content our ſelues with an honelt 
meaning, and hope that wee haue a good zeale towards 
God, when we haue no warrant for our hope : but mult 
ſo acquaint our {clues with the Scriptures of God, that ggmro. 2. 
our zeale may be according to knowledge. 
Which rule diſcouereth the corruptnes of their zeale, 
whether cloſe hypocrites,or weake Chriſtians,who are 
led on meecrely by the examples of good men, whome- 
they atfe&, much to like of, and carneſtly to ſtand fot 
ſuchthings, as they perceiue them in their praiſe to - 
obſerue,and to make conſcience of : and if there be but + 
a word ſpoken again(t any of the things that they haue 
taken a liking of, they arc maruellouſly ſtirred with in- 
dignation thereat , and grow paſſionate and vehement 
againſt the parties , though they haue neuer ſo good a ' 
meaning in that which they ſpeake: Yet let them bee 
vrged to prooue out of the word the neceſlitic of thoſe 
dutics whichthey ſo carncſtly prelſe, they can lay little © 
or nothing to the purpoſe for them ; and fo grow ma« 
- nic timescither to diſlike and forſake all if they bee hy- 
pocrites, or atleaſtto bee diſcouraged ,and to bee at a 
[tand,if they be weaklings in Chriſt Icſus. And whence 
proceed theſe inconueniences but from this, that they 
arc zealous for things that inthemſelues, and vnto 0- 
thers are goodand holic,but not thoroughly diſcerned * 
of them to bec of thatnature: the conſideration wheres 
of, ſhould make vs to ſit ſure in matters of godlineile, - 
not building vpon the example of good men,but vpon ' 
the truth of the good word of God,and then ourfoun- 
dation ſhall never failevs. 
Athird propertic of true zealc is , that it beginneth 
in our fclues, and after proccedeth vato others : for ne» 7eJlemuſt be- 
ucr canthat man be trucly zcaloustoothers, which ne- gia az home. 
up 
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uerknew to be zcalousto himlclfc, Thoſe are the moſt 

$kilfull Phyſitions and beſt ablcto deale with others, 

that hauc firſt wrought a cure vpon their owne ſoules, 
Luke.6,423 Therefore our Sauiours aduice is, Caſt out the beame our 
of thine owne eye firſt, and then ſhalt thou ſee perfettly to pull 
out the maate that ts inthy brothers eye. We mult then fir(t 
of all judge our ſelucs, and caſt the firſt ſtone at our 
ſclucs, that ſo finding howvgly and noiſomea thing 
{inneis,and that by experience in our ſelucs,we may be 
at defiance with it, whereſocuer we finde it, and neither 
fattcr others in their cuill courſes, nor yet too rigo- 
rouſly and vnmercifully rebuke them for the ſame. - 
Thoſe that haue beene pinched with ſicknelle and are 
recouered, can by the ſmart whichthey hauc felt,pittie 
others in the like caſe : cuen ſothey which hauc beene 
ſtung with ſinne themſclues,can more calily be moued 
to ſhew compallion towards poore (inners like them- 
(clues, becaulc by the feeling of miſery,men learne the 
practiſcof mercy, inthat Chrift ſuffered and was temp- 
ted, heis able to pittic and to ſuccour thole that are 
tempted. 

Againſt thisrule doc all hypocrites offend, who will 
wade very. dcepely into other mens ſoules, and very 
bloodily gore other mens conſciences, who yet neuer 
once purged their owne vncleane fincksat home, nor 
drew one drop of blood out of their owne corrupt 
hearts. Such were the Phariſes, who pleaſed themſclues 
much in judging and cenſuring our Sauiour and his 
Lak,16.15. & Diſciples; but were ſo-farre from condemning them- 
18.9. elues as faultic in any thing, that they. iuſtifedthem- 
| ſclucs before God and men, Such allo are the ZBrownſts, 
which are readie to burſt their bowels with crying out 
againſt diſorders abroad, and yet neuecr reforme their 
owne ſoulesat home: for ifthey did, they would alſo 
reforme their liues and their families. But what kind of 

zcale theſe mens is, wofull and late experience (till cri- 
| cth 


Hceb.3+17. 18, 
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ethinour cares : for manic of them being ſo zealous 
ro others , but onely through ſome ſecret loue of the 
world,when they had that which they ſought for, made 
knownetheir hollow & their rotten zeale, in that with- 
out grictc of conſcience, they could ſuddenly ruſh into 
a profound worldlinetle : and without all godly (orrow, 
could ( after they had fatished their greedie and fleſhly 
zealc ) not onely-more hardlic ſcare vptheir owne con- 
ſciences,but allo be ſo changed,that they could ſowevp 
their lippes,and ſpare their words from ſpeaking in like 
manner again- to others, and ſo are ncither zealous to 
themſclues norothers. 

Heere alſo arc all ſuchto be cenſured as faultic, that 
can pric and make a priuic fcarch into the wants of 0+ 
thers, accounting.the ſame wants ino wants in them- 
(clues. Thefather ſaith , this my childe doth amille : 
and the childe', in this my father faileth : the husband 
knoweth, what the wife ſhould doe; and the wife, what 
the husband ſhould doe, &c : cucry one in the meanc 
time negl<fting their owne duties; whereas indeed cuc- 
ry oncs principall care ſhould bee, to know and dochis 
owne dutic,and to be gricued where he commeth ſhort 
of the ſame. And thus much forthe third rule, that 
true zcale mult beginne in our (clues. 

Now further we are to vnderſtand,that there muſt be 


4 
an order kept in being thus zealous : namely,that firſt Wee mull 
make g 


; '* account of the 
matters of the word,and after of the leſſer, as our Saui- yweighicſt 


our t<{lcth the Scribes and Phari/es : Theſe things ought matters. 
ee tohaxe done , (that is , the weightier matters of the Mautb, 2 3-23 « 


and cſpeciallie wee make conſcience of the principall 


Law) and n:t to hare left the other vndoxe : Viz. matters of 
ſmaller importance. 
Which ſheweth, that their zeale is verie corruptand 
faulty,who asour Sauior laith,ſraine out a Guat, ſwal.- 
Ewa Camel! whoarevery hot about matters of ccre- 
monie,butaltogether cold in matters of ſubſtance : as 
N allo 
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alſo theirs that (onthe other lide ) will cric out againſt 

them thatrob by the high-waycs (ide, & yet they them- 

ſelues make no conſcience of piltring,8& coſoning, and 

ſecret defrauding of their neighbours : as if ſmall linncs 

were not to be left as well as great. 

Anotherrulc of true zeale is,that wee looke as care- 

__ ſe, X a fully to our hearts before God,as to our carriage bEfore 
tothe infige, MEN © for ſo the Lord commandeth , Cleanſe thy heart, 
as wellas to © Iernſalem, &c : howlong ſhall thy enill thoughts remame 
the out-lide, within thee? And againe, Prrge your hands, yee ſinners, and 
Ter, 4.14 [your hearts] yee hypecrites. 
WR Whichſeructh to ouerthrow the hypocrilic of ſuch 
: Phariſes, as make cleane the vtter fide of the cuppe and plat- 
ter , but within are full of bribery and exceſſe, of pride, dil- 
dainc,ſclfe-loue, and hatred, 

Now that wee may the better tric our (clues by this 
rule, two things are to be obſcrued, 

1, That wee fcare to commit any linne ſecretly, and 
when wee arc alone, as well as when wee are in the pre- 
ſence of men. Sodid ob, and fo did 7oeph * and this 
_ 3T- mooued them ſo to doe, cuen that the Lord did behold 

£1.39) them,and could puniſh them for ſecret, as well as for 0+ 
pen offences. | 
Which condemneth them of groſle diſlimulation, 
that are loth to be accounted-ill , and yet make no con- 
ſcience tobe ill. What is this, butto be painted (epul- 
chers, that are faire to looke vpon, but within full of rot- 
Marth. 23- zen bones? Wee may deceiue men,but God is not decci- 
ned : andtherefore let vs beware of this hypocriſie: and 
ſo much the rather , becauſe the Lorde hath fearefully 
diſcoucredand plaguedthem,that in outward ſhew haue 
borne a grcat countenance of religion, and yet haue li- 
. ved in ſecret filthinetle, and other vile linnes,which in 
time haue come to light totheir ſhame and ruine. 
"' Theſecond thing to be obſerued,is,that wee haue an 


cyc to the priutc corruptions that lurke in our hearts, 
and 


Matth.2 3. 
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and maintaine continuall warre againſt them , as Pax! 
did, Roma.7, and this we ſhould the rather doe, becaule it 
is a fearctull,and yetan vſuall indgement of God, and 
that vpon many profeiTors,that making noconſcience 
of entertaining wretched luſts and vile affections. (e- 
cretly , they haue broken foorth to the committing of 
the grotle aftions,and (o haue ſhamed themſelues pub- 
likely. Andthis is a iuſt ſtroke vpon thoſe that would 
rather ſeeqpeto be,then in truth deſire to be godly, that 
making no conſcience of their thoughts and inward 
delires, they ſhould in time be ſo giuen vp, as to make 
no conſcience of their words or deeds, 

The (ixth rule is, that wee be more ſtrit vnto our 6 
ſelues then vnto others, and more ſeuere againſt our Wee _— 
ſclues,then againſt others , giuing more libertie vnto mrs ep 
them,then wee will take vnto ourſelues. And firſt con- go others. 
ccrning ſeucritic vnto our ſelues,ſuch ought to bee our 
acquaintance with our inward and outward corrupti- 
ons,and ſo grieuous ought they 'to be:in'oureyes, that 
our hcate being ſpent vpon our (clues , wee may thinke 
the linnes of others more tollerable, and fo learne by 
the ſight and ſenſe of our owne ſores, to deale more _. | 
mildely and meckely with others, whoſe corruptions S0gel 
(cither for greatnesor multitude) we cannot ſo thorow- 
ly ſee as wee may our owne. 

Secondly,as we muſt deale molt ſharpely againſt our 
(clues, ſo muſt we be ready to giue more outward liber- 
tievnto others then to our ſelues. And forthis we haue 
the example of Abraham, who was fo ſtrict to himlelfe, 
that he would not take of the King of Sodome ſo much Gen.14.23.24; 
as a threed or latchet,and yet he would not denie Aner, 

Eſcel and Mymregtheir liberty. So Tob,as he would not 
permit to himſelfe, ſo neither would he deny to his fob-1. 
children their liberty of feaſting. But eſpecially the cx- 
ample of ?2/ is notable for the confirmation of this 
polat ; for ſecing that in ſome places he could not fo 

N 2 CON» 
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conueniently liue of other mens charges, as at Corinth 
and Theſſalorica, he would Jabour with his owne hands, 
rather then be chargeable to any of them : yet he 
would not that all men ſhould be tied by his example 
to doe the like : and therefore he laboureth much in 
his Epiſtles aboutthis, that Miniſters ought tobe pro- 
uided for : ſo (trift was he to himlclfe ; ſuch liberty lefe 
he vato others, 

Whence we may calily perceiue, that it is rather a 
Phariſaicall pride, then any Chriſtian zeale, tobe too 
tetricall and rough in vrging men ſo farre, that whoſo- 
euer in euery point is notſo (tri and preciſe as our 
(clues, we calt them offas dogges and prophane per- 
ſons, and ſuch as areynworthy of any account or coun- 
tcnance. 

The next propertie of true zca'e,is,not to be blinded 
with naturall affection, _ but todiſcerne and condemne 
ſinne, eucn in thoſe that are necreſt and deareſt vnto 
vs. That was it that made Chriſt (o ſharply to rebuke 
Peter,and Paxl to dcale fo roundly with the Galathians 
and Corinthians, | 

Many offend againſt this rule, who will neuer re- 

rooue ſinne in their friends, till God reuengeit from 
Sn an they arc farre from true fricadſhip ; 
for whercas they might by admoniſhing them oftheir 
faults intime,preuent the iudgements of God, they do, 
through afalicloue , pull the wrath of God vpon them 
whom they loue moltdearely. Hee loueth moſt na- 
turally , that hath learned to loue ſpiritually : and hee 
loueth molt lincerely , that. cannot abide (inne in the 
partic beloued, without ſome wholeſome admonition. 

But doe not manic now adaycs ſceme zcaloullic to 
miſlike (inne in ſtrangers , who can winke at the ſame 
fault in their kindred, in their wiucs,-in their children, 
inthcir parents? as if thediucrlitic of perſons conld 
changethe nature of the linac, This blind zcale may 
hath 
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hath puniſhed, and doth puniſh his children. Tfaacdid , 


carnally loue his ſonne E/as for meat, & fora peece of 
veniſon. Daxid was too much affected to Ab/aloz and Gen. 15.28, 
to 4doriah for their comely perſonage, fo as his zeale 
was hindered in diſcerning linne arightin them. Now 
Tacob was not io deare to [/aac, and Salomon was more 
hardly ſet to ſchoole, and made to take paines :but be- 
hold, God louing /aco6, and retuling Ear, (howfocuer 
Iaac loued Eſan better then [acob) made Eſax more 
troubleſome, and /acob more comfortable vnto him. 
4bſalon and Adonial, brought vplike Cocknies,became 
coraliuesto Davids heart : Salomon more reſtrainedand 
better inflrued, was his ioy, his crowne, his ſfuccetfor 
in his kingdome. Thisdiſcalcisſo hereditarytomany 
parents, louing their children in the fleſh,ratherthen in 
the ſpirit,that the holy Ghoſt is faine tocal vpon them 
more vehemently, to teach, to.inſ{truRt, and tocorre, 
as knowing how eaſily nature would coole zcalc in this 
kinde of dutie. Indeed many will ſet by their wiues,chil- 
dren,and kinsfolkes, if they'be thriftic, like to become 
good husbands,wittic and politicke,or it they be ſuch as 
for their gifts can bring ſome reuenue totheirſtocke,or 
affoord ſome profit vntothem ; how deepe ſinners ſoe- 
ucr they be againſt God, that maketh no mitter,it little 
oricueth thein : whereby they bewray their great cor- 
ruption, that they are neither zealous in truth of Gods 
glory, nor louersaright of their children, becauſethey 
can be ſharpe enough in reprehenfion if they faile but 
alittle in thriftinetle, and yet are tootoo cold in admo- 
nition,it they faile neuerſo wuch in godlinelle. 

Well, let theſe fleſhly zealous men lay to their heart 
the blinde affeion of He/i, who being the deare childe x.5am.2,8% 3 
of God, was ſtuerely puniſhed ofthe Lord, for that he & 4. 
was not zcalouſly afte&ed ro puniſh the groile and foule* 
offences of his children : but bleiled are they that can 
forget their owne cauſe, and cuen with icopardic of 

N 3 nature 
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Zeale oppo» 
ſcth irlclte a- 
gaivit the ſins 


of the mighty. 


TJob.29.9.9, 
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nathre can defend the quarrel of God,labouring hence- 
foorth to knowno man after the fleſh, nor ſuffering a- 
ny outward league foto bleare and dazle their eyes, as 
that they ſhould noteſpie (inne in their deareſt friends 
to reforme it, or that they ſhould not diſcerne veetue in 
the greateſt aliens to reucrence it. | 
Now whereas many haue great courage to rebuke 
ſuch as cither cannot gainſay them,or gainlaying them, 
cannot preuaile againſt them,heere commeth another 
property of zealeto be ſpoken of,and that is,that it fea- 
rcth not the face ofthe mightic, neither is it diſmaicd 
at the lookes of the proud and loftic. Such was the cou 
rage of 7ob, who belides that he made the young men 
alhamed of their liberty, & afraide of his grauity, made 
cucnthe Princesalſo to ſtay theirtalke, andiolay their 
hands on their mouthes. And yet heere we mult beware 
of theirhaſty zcale, whowill not ſticke to charge the 
children of God to be without zcale, if preſently and 
abruptly they ruſh not into an open reprehenſion of 
men that are mightic in authoritic,as though noregard 
oftime,placc,or perſons were to be had: which opinion 
many by weakenetſe of iudgementdefending, find nei- 
ther fruit in others, nor comfort in their owne conſci- 
ences, wheri they doeadmonith in that preſumptuous 
maner : for that hunting after ferucntnetle without the 


ſpirit of mecknetle, andcaſting off all conſideration of 


a godly opportunitic,they rather cxaſperate then hum- 
ble'the parties admoniſhed : and they themſclues ra- 
ther depart with confulion and ſhame, for ſuch poſting 
on without warrant of wiſedome, then with comfort of 
heart for any duty done. Neitheram I heere ignorant 
how great dangerof trouble of minde commeth ro ma- 
ny,inthat they, being'ſo curiousoblerucrs and waiters 
of opportunity, doe for ſome caſe of the flcth, vncer 


the cloake of this wiſedome, altogether leauc off that 


godly dutic. Wherefore, as we affirme that mm 
an 
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and loue mixcd together do deeply enter into the moſt 
prefract & prodigious ſpirits; ſo we millike their feare- 
full delay of duty,who hauing a meanc occalion offered 
them from the Lord, doe not zealouſly and carneſtly 
rcbuke linne,though in ſome higher perſonages. 

Out of this may ilſue another frutit of holy zeale, 
namely when we are zealous in their behalfe who can 
neuer recompence vs againe, and that in defending 
their right againſt oppreſſors that arc crafticr & migh- 
tier then they, Thus Job delinered the poore that cried,the Tob.29.12)' 
fatherleſſe and him that had none to helpe him, He was the 
eyes tothe blinde,and feet tothe [ame,at whoſe hands nore- 
ward was to be lookedfor, 

Another-moſt excellent and glorious propertic of 9 
pure zeale is, to be humbled in our (clues forthoſe (ins Compaſſion 
which we cſpic and cenſure in others, and ſo tonouriſh ©? 3 _ 
an holy compaſſion towards them. | Ry 

Heere is an excellent and infallible difference be- 
tieene godly zeale and fleſhly heat, viz. whenouran- 
ger for our brothers falling doth not feed it ſelf vps the 
party,becauſe of our wrath,but vpon his ſinne, becaule 
of our zecale;"we (till retaining atender affeRion to- 
wards the perſon of the offender. When our Sauiour 
Chriſt wentabout to heale the man that had the withe- 
red hand, the Phariſees that ood by murmured, 
becauſe hee would heale on the Sabbath day : herevp- 
on itisſaid,that he lookedabour him angerlie, & yet it 
is added,that he ſorrowed for the hardnes of their harts. 

Marke here in thisnotableexample, how anger and (or- Mark. 3.5. 
row mecte together : Anger, that men ſhould haueſo 

little knowledge of God, and loue of ther brother : ſor- 

row, that through ignorance they were (o fouiic ouer- Matth. 23. 37+ 


* ſecne. Solikewiſe in zeale of his father, Chriſt looked H&-19-4%4?* 


on 7ersſil:m,with an hatred to their ſinne, and yet with 
pittic of their miſerie which was at hand, which appea- 


reth 


2.Cor. 12.21. 
I.,Cor.q. 


x.Sam.I5. 25. 
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rcth inthat he wept ouer it, 

Marke this inall the Prophetsfrom time to time,as in 
Tay, Teremie, Ezekil, Dawiel.cc : whether they did not 
vtter their meilage in heauinelle of ſpirit: and when 
they moſt threatned the people for their linnes , ob- 
ſcrue if they were not molt grieucd and feared , lea(t 
they (hould be executed vpon them. This is abletled 
temperature,thus to mingle gricfe with zcale: but that 
is an quer-reaching zeale,that feedeth more on the per- 
ſon then on the (inne, ; 

Wherefore wee mull crauethis ſpeciall grace at the 
hand of God by prayer,to be gouerned by a right zeale, 
and that we may trulic diſcerne the difference betweene 
fretting anger,and pining zeale, Which if all ſorts of 
men would lahour for,recciuing thisrulein judgement, 
and obſcruing itin practiſe, it would breede a great deale 
more con(ciencein miniſters,magiſtrates,and maſters, 
when they arc toadmoniſh their inferiours, Alas wee 
ſce manic, who can mangle and martyr a man for ſome 
offence , who neuer, learned for conſcience lake to 
mourne forthoſc infirmitics,which (o bitterly they in- 
ucigh againſtin others, The Apoſtle Paul was of ano- 
ther temper: / feare({aith he)to the Corinthians, leſt when 
T come, my God abaſe mee among you,and [ ſhall bewaile ma- 
ny of them, which hawe ſinned already , &c : he knew nothing 
by himſelfe, (as hee tellcth them jn another place ) yet 
could he not but lamenc and be humbled for their of- 
fences, who were a part of his Apoſtolike charge, $9 
Samnel, in the zcale of Gods glorie, ſpares not flutly to 
tell Saul of his ſinne,notwith(tanding his great autho- 
ritie: and yerin louc and compaſlion to his perſon, hee 
was alwayes bent tolament Sans calc ,and carneſt]y to 
pray tor him, till the Lord forbad himtodoe fo anie 
longer. 1,Sam.16.1. 

If wee could keepe this golden mixture,wee ſhould 
op the mouthes of the aduerſaries,whoaccule vs Yr be 

ull 
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full of rancour and malice, if wee be angric as enemies 
to their ſinne, but gricucd in that for linne they arc be- 
come cnemics to God, 

Further,wee mult know,that true zeale makethvsas 10. 
willing to be admoniſhed, as carcfull toadmoniſh : and True zeale 
that not only of our ſuperiours, which is an cafie thing, Taketbmea 
becauſethere wee ner of neceſlitic yceld : butallo of ror 
our inferiours, whom we may ſcemeto contemne, All Ou 
men will graunt,that a childe ought willingly to be ad- 


.moniſhed of his father, or a ſeruant of his maiſter : but 


fewe will in praRiſe giue this , that a father ſhouldliſten 
to the aduertiſement of his ſonne , or that a maiſter 
ſhould receiucan admonition of his ſeruant. Howbe- 


-- it 7ob faith, hee durſt not contemne the judgement of 
his ſcruant or of his maide,when they did contend with 


him, becauſc in a dutic of pictic, he looked to them,not 0 g0.5g- 


as (cruants, but as brethren; he looked not tothe'ſpea- 
ker onely , which inreſpeR of his calling was his infe- 
riour , but vnto the things'ſpoken in the ordinance of 
God, vnto whom 7b himſelfe was an inferiour,and be- 
forc whom he knew there was noreſpeof perſons, 
Howbeit to correct the prepoſterous boldnetle of 
ſome,wee adde thus much, i > inferiours mult rather 
aduiſcthan admoniſh : aduertiſc rather then reprehend 
their. ſupcriours, that ſo ſtillthey may offer their pure 
—_— the glorieof God in vnfained humilitie, leſt 


. through their corrupt zeale, they.do not only not pro» 


fit their ſuperiqurs , but molt iuſtly cxaſperate them a- 
gainſt them. 

Anotherrule is , that in pure zeale wee be patientin , , 
our owne cauſes, & deuoure many priuate iniurics; but yy... ut be 
hote and feruent in Gods cauſes, Manie can be as hote mo tcruent 
as fire in their owne private matters , who are as colde ia Gods caulcs 
as ice in things that concerne Gods honor and glorie. 

But it was otherwiſe with Zo/es: When anic priuate 

O 


wrong 


Exod. 32-19. 


Reuel.2.2. 
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wreng was offered vnto him by the Iſraclites, he was 
meeke as a lJambe, and would with wiſcdome ſpeake 
mildly vntuthem to pacifie them, and pray earneſtly 
vnto God to pardon rhem : but when they fell to Ido- 
latric,and worſhipped the golden calfe, (a matter which 
neerely concerned the glory of God) his wrath waxed 
hot, and he caſt the tables ont of his hands, and brake them 11 
peeces, and burnt the calfe inthe fire, andground it topow- 
der,and made them drinke of it, being ſtrewed pon the water ; 
and after cauſcda great number of the principall docrs 
in this wickednetleto be flaine by the ſword, This alſo 
is the commendation of the Church of Epheſus, that 
they had much patience, and yet corld not forbeare thoſe 
which were ewill, but examined them which ſaid they were 
Apoilles,and found them liars, 

This rule well obſcrued, would ſow vp the lips of the 
aducrlarics, who though for a time they thinke vsto 
be cholloricke, and men out of our wits, madly reuen- 
ging our priuate affections, yet one day they ſhoufd 
confelile, that we ſoughtnot our owne commoditic,but 
Gods molt precious glory. 

And'to ſtretch this examination of our hearts one 
degree further, let vs beware of that corruptioh, which, 
ſpringing from ſelfe-louc, will giue vs leaue toreioyce 
in good things,ſolong as they be in our (clues, butre- 
pincth ar the ſight of them in ethers : which will per- 
mit vsto be gricucd at cuill things in our (clues, and 
yet make vsto reioyceto ſee the ſame in others. 

True zeale (hauing Gods glory for the obie&there- 
of) loucth good whereſocuer, and in whomſocuer it is: 
true zcale hatcth ſinne whereſocucr and in whomſoc- 
uer. True zealc loucth friends as they be Gods friends : 
true zcalc hateth aduerſarics, ſo farre as they be Gods 
aduerfaries: truc zcale loucth a good thing in the moſt 


profeiſed enemie: true zeale hateth ſinne in the molt 
aſſurcd 


— 
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allured friend. 

It wee be perſwaded that our enemics bee Gods 
childran, howſocuer wee diſagree in ſome particulars, 
yet wee mult {wallow vp manie priuate injuries, and 
more reioice in them as they be Gods ſeruants, then be 
gricued at themzas they hauc injuricd vs, 

Indeed true Zeale is molt grieued at the finnes of 
the godly , becauſe ſo much are their linnes more gric- 
..>us then the ſinnes of others', by how much they 
cameneerer to the image of God then others. 

The laſt rule is, that wee keepe a tenour of zeale in 12 
both eſtates,to wit, of proſperitic and aduerlitic. Wee _ muſt = 
muſt eſ{peciallic looke to that whereunto wee are moſt -5 mma _ 
readic, that is,whether wee be more zealous in proſpe- ; 
ritic,and fall away in aducrlitie;z or whether we be more 
ferucnt in affliction, and ouer-whelmed in abundance : 
whether by the one we are not putted vp with (ecuritie 
and ſecret pride , and whether by the other we benot 
too farreabaſed and diſcouraged ; or, which is worſt of 
all, quite driuen out of the way : for many in time of 
peacearc religious, who ſecing perſecution to follow 
the Goſpell, begin (like thole that are compared to 
ſtonic ground) to ſtep backe, and at laſt viterly to re. LK 5+ 73: 
nouncetheir former profetſion. 

Others ſo long as they may haue credit bv embra- 
cing the Goſpell, will ſeeme to goe farre ; but when diſ- 
credit comes, they forſake all : contraric to the pra- 

Qiſc of David, who laith, The bandes of the wicked haxe 
robbed mee, yet bane I uot forgotten thy Law. Plal,119.6:. 
And againc, Verſe.I61. 

Princes did perſecute mee without cauſe, but mine heart ya ; 4t. 

[tood in awe of thy Word. Gal 
And for d:lgracc hee faith, 


——_ 


O 2 T am 


Verſe. f 4l . 
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1 «mſmall and deſpiſed yet doe Inot forget thy Word. 
Others on the contrary part, ſolong as Gold cxerci- 
ſeth them with any crotle,are zealous profeiTours, who 
becing (ct aloit,and comming once vnto promotion, 
begin to grow lecure and carelclle of all dutics towards 
God or m.en,as is to belcene inthe lſraclites from time 
cotime. 

We ſee manic in time of their miſeric to hee much 
humbled ; and whiles they want liuings and prefer- 
ments,weſce both Preachersand people in outward ap- 
pearance very godlic, who hauing obtained that which 
they ſought for, hauetheir zeale vererly choked. 

Doc not many pray forthe continuance of the peace 
of the Goſpell,that they themſelues might continue in 
peace and prolperitic ? Doc not-manic mourne in the 
aducrſiticof the Goſpell, becauſe they are gricued for 
their owne aduerlitic ! Oh great corruption of our 
hearts | Oh bottomles pit of hypocriſic | If wee were 
aſhamed that wee are no more grounded on the word, 
and that wee can bee no nore holic and vprizht in our 
hearts,ſfurely the Lord will ſo gouerne vs;that he would 
not ſuffer either proſperitic to quench our zealc, or ad- 
ucrlitic todiſcourage our hearts, 

This is then our triall herein, if when we arc in grea- 
teſt proſperitic, wecan mourne with them that mourne 
in the Lorde ; and when weearc in greateſt aduerlitie, 
wee can reioyce with themthat reioyce in Chriſt, 

This is aſure token wee loue not the Goſpell, nor fa- 
uour the word, becauſe wee haue alouc to proſperiti 
neitherare zcalousto ſee the word contemned, hk 
wee haue an hatred of aduerlitic, Davie! concerning 
outwardthings was an. happic man, as being neere to 
the Crowne: and yet when hee ſaw the God of [/racls 
glory to be defaced ,and hisſeruants and ſeruices to ” 
trod- 
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trodden vnder focte , hee could content himſelfe 
with ncthing ſo much, as with taſting, weeping, and 
+3 praycr., Y 

And Pal on the other ſide being in bonds for the 
teſtimonie of Ieſus Chriſt, and concerning his cutward 

man in a miſcrable cafe,reioyced greatly,and wasas it 
were rcuiucd when he heard that the Goſpell flouri- 
(hed,and that the faith and loue of the Saints 


Dan.g, 


was [t.!{ continued. This zeale ſhould we 1.Theſl.;, 
much labour tor,that inall eſtates we 6.7.8 
migzl:t be rightly attected towards 
God and men, 
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Verſe 10, Then Danids heart ſmote hims after that hee 
| hadnumbred the people : and David ſaide mio the Lord, I 
haue exceedingly in that I hatie done: there fare now 
7 beſere thee , take away the treiþaſſe of thy ſermant, - 
 ; 
Me lab Dandac aps in the morning , the word 
Aye rote Progr ch | 


N cheſs words hi han re- 


viral Lace? 
3&1 [7-4- 
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| ug 6g NE (4 Wu ues CNV the Lordo. | 

4 bets rornty fe for reconciliation : viz : that hee 
ſent ynto him the Prophet Gas, aworthy man-of God, 


- = 
TIER, _ 
CEL 4 7” q 4 


ERP & DawidsSetr; 'whohad bene realy from time to time 
Wn to lay open the will of God vnto him,and in that regard 
eB was more reuerend inhiscycs, and hee threatneth and 


denoficeth indgerhent againſt himythat ſeeing his heare 
had beene lifted vp with pride, it regard of the multi- 
tudeand ſtrength cf his people, Gad would meete with 

- Himin. bis owne finne,and make his puniſkmentto be | 
5: 7 ſutcableto his fa: and ſeeing he begun to behymbled 
Is _*  foritalreadie, and yet needed ſtill further kumiliation, 
has - Y he rellech him,that C16: efrer ; orthe famine, of the pefti- 
e wonderfull 


-" * 


2B fence J muſt purſue his fubieRs, and mg 
E- hauocke amongthem,arid therfore biddeth him make 
At _ his choicewhichofthem hee would haue to come vp- 


onthe land: for one of them hee muſt neeges vnder- 


goc, to further him in the worke ofhumiliarion,asalſo 
the whoſe Chyrchvnto the bye Taping 
nſcd the Lords anger againiftrhern, 
F> \ "S288 W bets Davids heart dF Wl ys tharſetring 

=. Ferſer0. ehicrs The Bt of Daid.thEholy SETS 

res ofthis firſt place;thatſb4 fda) 
ASH and foam repentance js | 
ow i utrtaby inour heareplr ſine; wy 
TE dasitw: | 


—_ P42 
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e11sy eu hl pate the Fen.y 

mil of building : their hearts muſt bee 

(hedandbrokenpferthowickedneſſe committed v4 
| afi(4 «Maicſtic of God;t theitchereisno turning 
- viito hifi Gdemiy as well bid '@ priſonet that is in 
ſtronghold, andhith boſts and fetters ypon hisheeles, 
walke abroade and take the freſh aire, and notremaine 
aty Jongerinthat darke & foathfoine dungeon ,as bid 
onethathath nothis heart ruſted & humbled! co turte 
vato the Lord: alas hels held falt in the —_—_ $a. 
than, and cannot Ricre one footeto God-ward 
force is'it noted int thoſeconucrts,” 42, 2, 37: rd Kijd Thej Ads.2. 
were pricked in the bearts} when they b n'the wopke 
of repentance, the rebukes of God had wakened theig 
drowlie conſciences, ſo that they faw their finnes and 
RE ducvntothem,and thewords of Peter py a 

through their hearts, cucn'as a two edged 


. rrondgadt i hen ew *fifto' bee ſoundly healed and ac J 
when Ms ROM pierced, and through- 1.51 'Y 
ly wounded by the Arrowegof God. 53 


-x Fieftriltehe heart hee broken for (ine, there car Reaſons. 
be ni onfeſfion of finne;and therforc no repen- 
nee) Mennatifially arelikewille Aſſe-Coles,nothing 19: "*+ 
wiltworke vponthein;nor bring them vnto-any goo 
frameor order; though they heare often of their faults, 
they will notucknowledge them, but be (till varuly and Ry 
 vitimedas2#vwas beforchis converſion i(blong as . © ra 
 Hevagheartwlidkeitthisowne conpele og he Had SM 
| heard any exectient ST GIN nf e was : ; 
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from them,n 


Jelinered from them,nor make any reckoning of Gods 
mercy for the pardoningof them:till ſuch time as they 
become moxyneys for ſinne,. they cannot -pollibly hun- 
'Maih.y.4.6, ger and thirſt after rightcouſnes. And indeed what rea- 

on is there that they ſhould eſteeme of that medicine . * 
which will cure, when they doe not feclethem(iclucs to 
be licke? they thinke it amatter worth the looking at- 
ter, tobe freed from pouertie, from infamic, from the 
peſtilence,&c.butas for the carruptions of their nature, 

— | and the ſinfulneſle of their OR were neuer much 
troubled with them, and therefore they make little ac- 

. count to-be deliuered from them, See this poynt more.at 
Ra, "i A.Dods Sermon on 1/a.1.DeQ.1, 
ceing therefore that inward contrition for linncis. 

+ thehirſt ſteptorepentance, and that which killeththe - 
roote of finne, and ſetteth vsfree from the power and 
Hominion of it, . and creteth in our hearts a throne for 

* Chiriſtleſus zthe vic of this pointis,. - . | 

Wet, Firſt for reproofe of thoſe that perſwade:themſclues, 

and bcare others in hand that they haue truely repen- 
ecd, anddoe continually confelle their faolts, and aske 
pardon for them : but what gricfe and paine haue they 
d in their hearts for their ſinnes?nay,. they thanke 
God, they were never terrified-nor troubled/in their 7} 
conſeiences. Do you thanke Godforthis? icis in cffc&t : 
tothanke him for that youwant the firſt and principall 
note of true.conuer(ion: if your harts haue ncuer beene 
pricked and ſtung with the ſenſe of yourvileneiſegnd 
wretchednelle,it is becauſe you arc ſenſcletle : for there 
is caule ſufficient why you ſhould he grieve zandthe 
Luke.6: '  Jefſe you hauc had, the more youare likely to hauc, if 


> 
EL”, 


ric body ſeethandik ind cotidemneth, and yet 
they paile them ove a 6s ; aud careleſly, as if they 
were matters of. When Pawiddid bur cur off 
the lap of Sax?rceat; his heart ſmiore himy/and was grie> 
ved within' him, in:chat he'was fo neere vntoſinne ; 
what then ſhall we thinke of thoſe that doe nor cut off 
the lappe of the coate of an enemie,butaxe injurious to 
their friends, and cruel} againſt'their brethren, that 
breake-coucnant and promiſe, fi inveagainſtGod, blaſ- 
phemehisname, profane his Sabbaths, and the like, 
and yetnoncof all theſe do ſoundly worke vpon them, 
nor' much trouble them ? ſurely ſuch-men are nor of | 
Dawids (pirit, ' and therefore hot being broken hearted : 
heere, ſhallbe brokenand cruſhed in peeceswith | 
_y yoſupportable weight of Gods yengeance heere- 


Thirdly,ſith this inward touch for ſinne is'athin ng ſe 77.3. 
neceſſaric, let vshencelearne to labourtor'it, and to 
keepe tendernes of heartwhen we hauc-obtained it: for 
that ſorrow which breaketh che 'heart; doth withall 
breake the necke of ſinne:and therefore, when the Lord 
doth checke & controle our conſciences;let vseſteerae 
it a8 a great mercie, and not let ſuch irokespatle with- 
outtheir ” vſe,butlet vs goeto God and to hischil- 
dren for helpeand direQion, and'then that little ſparke 
ofchefireof Godi inour ſoules, being fed & nouriſhed, 
will grow in theend toa great flame. Now that our harts 
may be kept alwaies tender & ſenſible of thoſe checks 
which ſpitie givech vs, let vs- vie theſe meanes 
thatfollow,: 4 ,40W 2 

Firſt, let vs tay vpirrourheartsthe weapbir of G64, Meanes to 
even the ſword of theſpivie,whereby our hearts may be —— 
wounded, as often as needrequireth : for vnregener: 
jm wanting that weapon will, rather'de 

them(clues whentbey hetero RId, fy 
Guldoof God beth ſomewharot old Adawin him, in 
B* z- which- 
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